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Local candy shop 
has big plans

Prospect Bank 
gives PD grant

Farmers attend 
insurance talk

Tebow and Pope 
throw a party

Teacher keeps 
Kor’s legacy 

UNDEFEATED 
31-0, PARIS 
ENDS SEASON

Latest news, 
online extras

Valentine’s Day is a big 
deal at Brooke’s Candy Co. 
and chocolate is only the 
beginning.
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Prospect Bank grants 
$5,000 to the Kansas 
Police Department to 
outfit a patrol car. 
NEWS, 8A

The U of I and Country 
Financial teamed up to 
give a seminar about 
insurance strategies. 
AGRIBUSINESS, 7B

Sports icon Tim Tebow 
partners with the Vatican 
to give disabled an epic, 
red-carpet prom party  
GRACE, 5B

Angela Staley-Henne will 
give a presentation about 
the Holocaust based on 
her friendship with the 
late Eva Kor. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

If there was any doubt the 
Paris Lady Tigers were on 
a mission this week,it was 
disspelled Thursday and 
Friday as they ended their 
season 31-0.  SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Chrisman gets bright idea
City Council anticipates big savings in switch from flourescent lights to effecient LEDs

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Chris-
man City Council decided 
Monday, Feb. 3, to go modern 
and save money.

City council members re-
viewed a proposal by Ameren 
to swap out fluorescent light-
ing fixtures in the library, city 
hall, the Epps building and 
other facilities with low-ener-
gy use LED lights. The pro-
posal put the cost at $1,900.

“According to this, in one 
year we will save 50 percent, 
and in less than two years, we 
will have paid back the switch 
to LEDs,” said Commissioner 
Tyler Alexander.

Council members ap-
proved accepting the Ameren 
proposal. Another idea for in-
stalling LED lights elsewhere 
did not go as smoothly.

For a few meetings, Alex-
ander has discussed the need 
for better lighting in the south 
half of the commercial block 
of Illinois Street between 
Madison and Monroe. This 
section of sidewalk is under 
an awning that provides shade 
against the summer sun, but 
it also blocks light from street 
lamps and creates a dark area 
for pedestrians.

Alexander said library pa-
trons complain during the 
winter months about how 
dark it is leaving the library 
and trying to get back to their 
cars. He submitted a $2,267 
proposal from Jenness Elec-
tric to install four exterior 
LED lights at strategic lo-
cations along the length of 
the awning to illuminate the 
block. 

According to Alexander, 

other property owners on the 
block declined to help with 
the expense claiming the dark 
conditions on the sidewalk are 
a city problem.

Commissioner Brian Had-
dix suggested a less expensive 
approach is to remove the 
awning. It was pointed out the 
awning was a gift to Chrisman 
and something the city did 
not buy or pay to install.

The council voted to hire 
Jenness Electric to install the 
LED fixtures with commis-
sioners Thad Crispin, Rodney 
Wolfe, Alexander and Mayor 
Dan Owen voting yes. Haddix 
cast the lone dissenting vote.

In another action item, the 
council agreed to extend the 
hours for alcohol sales on 
weekend nights. The action 
followed a request by Ter-
ry Smothers, owner of the 

American Tap Bar and Grill 
located at the intersection 
of the state Route 1 and U.S. 
Route 36. He claimed the 
alcohol ordinance is unclear 
about the hours the business 
can be open. 

Smothers was especially 
concerned about the 9 p.m. 
closing requirement for Sun-
day. He said it is inconvenient 
for a sports bar, which the 
American Tap promotes itself 
as, to close at 9 p.m. on Sun-
day when some games are not 
over by that time.

“It won’t be all of the time, 
but if people are there and 
want to stay, I want to accom-
modate them,” he said. “If no-
body’s there, I’m not going to 
wait until the actual closing 
time. I drive from Champaign 
and don’t want to be there lat-
er than I have to. I expect a lot 

of times we will close by 10 
p.m.”

The council addressed the 
issue later in the meeting and 
voted to extend the Friday 
and Sunday hours. Per the de-
cision, alcohol sales can occur 
from 6 a.m. Friday until 2 a.m. 
Saturday. Saturday sale hours 
are 6 a.m. Saturday to 3 a.m. 
Sunday, and Sunday sales may 
occur between 11 a.m. and 11 
p.m.

The change is not immedi-
ate but will take place after the 
new ordinance is drafted, vot-
ed on and published.

Smothers was asked about 
the progress in getting the 
restaurant section of the 
building open. He said the bar 
has health department clear-
ance to cook frozen pizzas and 
other such items and work is 

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

DISNEY’S FREEZING PHENOMENON HITS THE STAGE 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

These young ladies have lead roles in the Crestwood School production of “Disney Frozen Jr.” Feb. 14, 15 and 16 at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts. Front center is Madison Huffman who plays Elsa.  Piper Mitchell, left, is Olaf, and Addison 
Martin, right, is Anna

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood School students will 
soon have their chance to build a 
snowman, let it go and more.

“Frozen Jr.,” based on the Disney 
musical modern classic “Frozen” 
will be presented by the Crestwood 
School February 14-16 at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts.

“This is the largest cast we’ve ever 
had for a Crestwood musical,” fifth 
year director Agnes Wright said, 
who is assisted by Tanner Laughlin. 
“It is also the first time we’ve added 
a third show.”

This show is based on the 2018 
Broadway musical and brings Elsa, 
Anna and the magical land of Ar-
endelle to life on stage. The musical 
is the story of love and acceptance 
between sisters Anna and Elsa, the 
Crestwood production “expands 
on the emotional relationship and 
journey between the two princesses, 
Wright explained.

“When faced with danger, the 
two discover hidden potential and 
the powerful bond of sisters,” she 

said. 
In addition to the sisters, other 

characters include Kristoff, a hard-
working ice harvester and his best 
friend Sven, a reindeer of few words. 
Olaf is the magical snowman creat-
ed by Anna and Elsa when they were 
young who is obsessed with the idea 
of summer. Others supporting cast 
members are Pabbie and Bulda, the 
mystical leaders of the Hidden Folk 

who have a soft spot for strays and 
raised Kristoff. 

Wright said the show features 
all the memorable songs from the 
award-winning Disney animated 
film. Music and lyrics are by the 
Academy Award winning team of 
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Rob-
ert Lopez. 

Among the songs from the 

Presenting: Disney Frozen Jr.  

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paedyn Keys, left, and Kailey Pine, right, sing a duet as the rest of the 
ensemble rehearses a dance number in the Crestwood School production of 
“Disney Frozen Jr.” This is the largest cast for any Crestwood musical.

See FROZEN JR., Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County Clerk and 
Recorder August Griffin 
reminds county residents 
they do not have to wait 
until the March 17 primary 
to vote.

Early voting in Griffin’s 
office at the courthouse 
started Thursday, Feb. 6. 
Registered voters may visit 
the courthouse during reg-
ular office hours 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Monday through Fri-

day, through March 16 to 
cast a ballot in the primary.

The March 17 election is 
to select party candidates 
to run in the Nov. 3 gener-
al election. Voters will be 
asked if they want a Dem-
ocrat or Republican ballot 
in order to vote for the ap-
propriate candidates.

An exception is for those 
who just want to vote on 
the two referendum ques-
tions. Voters are being 
asked if they will support 

the creation of a county 
1 percent safety tax to ad-
dress needs at the jail and 
other public safety issues 
before the Edgar Coun-
ty Board. This is a sales 
tax, not a property tax, 
and works much like the 
1 percent school facilities 
tax voters approved in No-
vember 2016. 

The tax applies to retail 
sales although some items 
like food and medicine are 
exempted. 

The other referendum 
question seeks to create a 
special service area autho-
rized to collect taxes for the 
support of an ambulance 
service in Northern Edgar 
County. This is a property 
tax and will apply only to 
residents of Young Ameri-
ca, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar and Shiloh 
townships and the commu-
nities of Hume, Metcalf and 
Chrisman.

Griffin said a non-parti-

san ballot may be request-
ed to vote for just the ref-
erendum questions. The 
non-partisan ballot is for 
people who do not want to 
declare a party affiliation 
and choose not to vote in 
the candidate selection pro-
cess but do want to vote the 
referendum questions.

He emphasized candi-
date names are not printed 
on the non-partisan ballot, 
but the questions are print-
ed on the party ballots.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Patrons in some local restau-
rants will notice little bee logos 
next to menu items in the coming 
weeks.

Bee Well of Edgar County vol-
unteers have worked with par-
ticipating restaurants to identify 
the most healthy options on each 
menu. The idea is people wanting 
to develop better eating habits can 
quickly identify the best options 
for perhaps weight loss or heart 
health.

Participating restaurants will be 
identified with special door clings 
confirming they have heart healthy 
or low-calorie menu items. 

“We will start at Main Street 
Café because Lynn Holloway is 
ready to go,” said Mary Liz Wright. 

Bee Well members met 8 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 6, at the hospital to 
keep abreast of ongoing projects 
aimed at changing the local cul-
ture to one valuing healthy prac-
tices. The broad-based coalition 
formed after two separate health 
studies ranked Edgar County near 
the bottom of Illinois counties as 
an unhealthy place to live. Factors 
contributing to the negative find-
ing are high incidences of obesity, 
diabetes and heart disease.

Another Bee Well project is still 
some time away from becoming a 
reality. A $7,500 grant from 100 
Women Who Care of Edgar Coun-
ty provided the basis for creating 
an outside adult exerciser area near 
the Splash Pad and All-Abilities 
Playground so parents can keep an 
eye on their playing children while 
using the machines to get some ex-
ercise for themselves. 

“Based on the cost of the equip-
ment, we need about $15,000,” 
said Erin Frank, adding she sub-
mitted a $7,500 grant to another 

Bee Well 
Healthy 
Lunch ready 
to launch
Group still needs 
location for planned 
community garden

Early voting for primaries is underway in Edgar County

See BEE WELL, Page 8A



TODAY

DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE
A daddy-daughter dance spon-
sored by St. Mary’s Alter Society 
is 6-8 p.m. Feb. 8 in the parish 
hall at St. Mary’s Church, Paris. 
The cost is $20 per couple with 
another  $5 for each additional 
child. Tickets are available at the 
door the night of the event. More 
information is available by calling 
the church, 465-3355.

VFW STEAK DINNER
The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3601 Auxiliary monthly 
steak dinner is 5-7 p.m. Feb. 8. 
The $12 meal features rib-eye 
steak, baked potato, salad bar, 
dessert bar and drink. As an early 
Valentine’s Day meal, the evening 
includes door prizes every 15 
minutes and one couple will re-
ceive a free meal. Proceeds from 
the meal help veterans.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

FT. SUMPTER 4-H MCNIGHT 
EVENT
The Ft. Sumpter 4-H Club is 
having a McNight event 5-7 p.m. 
Feb. 10 at the Paris’ McDonald’s. 
4-H member will clean tables and 
assist customer in return for a 
percentage of sales during the 
event.
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SONGS OF LOVE FEB. 9
The EIU Choral Ensembles presents, “Love Found, Love Lived & 
Love Lost” at 4 p.m., Feb. 9, in the Dvorak Concert Hall.  The con-
cert also features a special performance in memory of former 
music faculty member and department chair Herman D. Taylor. 
Tickets are $15 for general admission, $11 for seniors (62+), and 
$5 for students and can be purchased online at www.doudnatix.
com or at the Doudna Fine Arts Center Box Office. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

33   24
Prec: 20%

41   31
Prec: 60%

37   27
Prec: 0%

40   28
Prec: 0%

42   29
Prec: 40%

34   22
Prec: 30%

35   23
Prec: 0%

TODAY — A few lingering snow showers 
possible in the morning. Otherwise, mostly 
cloudy with highs in the lower 30s.

SUNDAY — Cloudy and breezy with snow 
possible in the morning before changing to 
rain. Highs reach the lower 40s.

MONDAY — Highs top out in the upper 30s 
under mostly cloudy skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:52 a.m. 5:19 p.m. 4:42 p.m. 6:37 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:51 a.m. 5:20 p.m. 5:57 p.m. 7:21 a.m.

MONDAY 6:50 a.m. 5:21 p.m. 7:12 p.m. 8:01 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:48 a.m. 5:22 p.m. 8:27 p.m. 8:35 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:47 a.m. 5:23 p.m. 9:40 p.m. 9:08 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:46 a.m. 5:24 p.m. 10:51 p.m. 9:39 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:44 a.m. 5:26 p.m. -- 10:11 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37°/20°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64° in 1937
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -20° in 1895

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.08”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.65”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.04”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.04”

NORMAL:    High: 37   Low: 20     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeff Chambers, Dan 
Dundas, Tim Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti Garver/Eve-
lyn Barnes
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published byPublished by
Prairie Beacon, LLCPrairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisherNancy Roberts Zeman, publisher
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on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. USPS 22895  to mail at Periodical 
Postage Prices at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-in is 
5-5:45 p.m. and the meeting is 6 
p.m. Contact Verna Smith at 217-
822-0953 for more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 

Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

UPCOMING

MOTHER/SON NIGHT
The Knights of Columbus are 
having a Moms with Boys Night 
Out 6-8 p.m. Feb. 15 at The Hall. 
Snacks, games, crafts, a DJ and 
pictures are part of the evening. 
The price is $20 per couple with 
$5 for each additional child and 
tickets are available at the door 
the night of the event. Proceeds 
benefit the Knight of Columbus. 
Questions may be directed to 
217-822-7623.

WINTER AGRIBUSINESS
COUNTRY Financial is hosting 
an agribusiness seminar 8:30 
a.m., Jan. 16, in the parish hall St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Neoga. 
Topics include crop insurance up-
date for 2020, a Farm Bill update 
and a market outlook. More infor-
mation is available by contacting 
the Cumberland County Farm 
Bureau 217-895-2883.

LINCOLN DAY DINNER
The annual Edgar County Lincoln 

Day Dinner is 6 p.m. Feb. 18 at the 
Tingley Reception Center, 504 E. 
Edgar Street. The keynote speaker 
is Danny Briseno discussing the 
Edgar County Looking for Lincoln 
Project. Local office candidates 
and those seeking the GOP nomi-
nation for the 15th Congressional 
District Seat will also be present. 
More information is available by 
calling 217-712-0172.

BOOK CHAT MEETING
The Marshall Public Library’s 
book discussion group meets 
10:30 a.m. Feb. 19, and the book 
of the month is “The Last Romat-
ics” by Tara Conklin.

CARE MEETING
The Community Addiction 
Response Education (CARE) 
coalition meets 5:30 p.m. Feb. 
19 in conference room A at Paris 
Community Hospital. Anyone 
concerned about opioid addiction 
and other substance abuse issues 
in Edgar County is welcome to 
attend.

ULYSSES S. GRANT SHOW
Dan Haughey presents his 
one-person show about Ulysses 
S. Grant at the Marshall Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
20.  The show focuses on Grant’s 
early life, his time as a citizen in 
Illinois, and his rise to Civil War 
fame. Admission is free to the 
public and a short question and 
answer period about Grant will fol-
low the performance. To register 
for this free program contact the 
Marshall Public Library at 217-
826-2535, seating is limited.

PRE-SCHOOL ROUNDUP
The Kansas school district and 
Project H.E.L.P. is offering a free 
developmental screening for all 
children between birth and age 
five living in the district Feb. 20. 
The testing assesses how a child 
is developing in areas of speech, 
language, concepts and motor 
skills. Hearing and vision is also 
tested. Preregistration for the 
2020-2021 kindergarten class is 
also possible. Call Angela Haynes, 
948-5174, for more information 
about what is required to partic-
ipate in the screening or register 
for kindergarten

LINE DANCING CLASS
Beginner line dancing classes 
start Monday, Feb. 24, at the 
Chester Sutton Senior Center. 
The class meets 1:30-3 p.m. each 
week for 10-12 weeks. While the 
class is free a weekly donation to 
the senior center is recommend-
ed. Questions may be directed to 
465-8143.

CORRECTION
A couple of spelling errors oc-
curred in the story about the 4-H 
Food Challenge that appeared 
in the Feb. 1 issue of The Prairie 
Press. The correct spellings are 
Cash and Max Kuglin and Cooper 
Keys. 

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

NOTICE
OF

EARLY VOTING

GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION
MARCH 17, 2020

Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts 
for the General Primary Election will be 

conducted Feb. 6 through March 16, at the 
Edgar County Courthouse,

115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL,
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

Any vote cast is final and may not be revoked; 
and the voter will not be eligible to cast a vote 

on Election Day, March 17, 2020.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433
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The alley and our Drive-up 
window are now OPEN.

We would like to thank all our loyal customers 
and others affected by the alley closing for 

their patience and  understanding.

We would especially like to thank:
• Jim Bennett and the First 

Christian Church New Building Committee
• The City of Paris

• Bell & Bell Demolition
• Our staff, especially our delivery men:
Jeremy, Chad, Dan, Calvin, Phil, and Greg

Thank You Paris,  Steve and Dustin

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL

(217) 465-8455
   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.

Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD
Jackie Owen, PharmD

OPENOPEN
THE ALLEYTHE ALLEY

  ISIS

LIVE ON STAGE! PRESENTED BY
CRESTWOOD SCHOOL

SNOWTIMES
Friday - Feb 14 - 7pm 

Saturday - Feb 15 - 7pm
Sunday - Feb 16 - 2pm

TICKETS
$10

Available One Hour Before 
the show at the door.

ALL PERFORMANCES HELD AT THE PARIS CENTER OF FINE ARTS 

1616thth
  Annual Chili & Soup Cook-OffAnnual Chili & Soup Cook-Off

Saturday, February 22, 2020Saturday, February 22, 2020
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

122 E. Steidl Road, Paris

To enter please contact:  Faith in Action of Edgar County
239 W Wood St. • Paris , IL • 2217-466-6388

All proceeds will support the work of Faith in Action of Edgar County

Faith in ActionFaith in Action

•  There is no entry fee

• All entrants should prepare a 3-gallon pot 

of soup; categories are: Mild, Hot & Unique

• Monetary prizes will be awarded for 1st & 2nd place soup & 
1st & 2nd place chili. The Grand Champion Chef’s name will be 
engraved on the Faith in Action Chili & Soup Cook-Off plaque!

DEADLINE FOR ENTRY is Monday, February 17th

Lake Ridge Christian Church Family Life CenterLake Ridge Christian Church Family Life Center

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

We would like to wish Donnie Carroll 
a Happy Retirement after 36 years 

of dedicated service to our IWD 
Family.  Have a great retirement.  

Let the hunting and fishing begin.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

MARSHALL – Inspired 
by the area where he grew 
up, Marshall resident Patrick 
Murphy is working hard to 
gain recognition as a song-
writer.

 A 2005 Paris High School 
graduate, Murphy released 
his first single Friday, Feb. 7. 
The song, “Shine For Me,” is 
now available on all streaming 
platforms said the 30-year-old 
music artist, who composed 
the song’s vocals and instru-
mental tracks.

“I write all the different in-
strument music and the song 
is a full-band recording as I play 
the keyboard, sound synthesis, 
guitar, bass guitar and hand 
drum,” said Murphy, noting 
he records one instrument at 
a time and then combines the 
pieces with computer software 
to produce the finished prod-
uct. “It takes a lot of time but 
it’s a labor of love and that’s 
what drives me to do this.” 

When not creating music, 
Murphy is self-employed in 
Internet sales and working 
from home. 

“I wish I could do music all 
the time,” he said.

Most recently the long-time 
musician has been training to 
perfect his musical creations 
by mixing and mastering, 
a skill that uses computers 
and technology to obtain a 
well-balanced sound of all dif-
ferent instrumental portions 
of his songs. He is learning the 
technique through self-direct-
ed on-line studies. 

“It is something I am learn-
ing and training my ear for. It 
is an art to master the different 
volumes to make my songs ra-
dio ready,” Murphy said.

Even though he plays all of 
the instruments and sings all 
of the vocal tracks, Murphy 
releases his music as a band 
named Castle Finn for the 
unincorporated Clark Coun-
ty community northwest of 
Marshall. The area was named 
by early settler and founder 
Robert Wilson after his Irish 
hometown, Castle Finn.

“The reason I called it that 

is because this is my neighbor-
hood,” said Murphy, looking 
out a large plate-glass window 
at barren fields. “I think of the 
creek as a child, which was my 
favorite place. I literally grew 
up creek stomping here in 
Castle Finn. I like the name. 
It is distinguished and unique 
so that each person who hears 
the band name imagines it a 
little bit different.”

Murphy, who works out of 
a home studio created in the 
family farmhouse once owned 
and occupied by his grandpar-
ents Don and Caroline Staub, 
said the farm, his country 
surroundings and the nearby 
wooded area are his biggest in-
spiration for musical creativity 
and contributes to his ability 
to write songs.  

But that isn’t his only in-
spiration. Murphy finds mu-
sical inspiration from many 
important people in his life. 
From an early age, Murphy ac-
companied his grandmother 
Caroline Staub to the St. 
Mary’s Church in Marshall 
where she was the choir direc-
tor and music teacher. 

“Music has always been 
a large part of my life,” said 
Murphy, adding his godfather 
Jimmy Nestleroad instilled his 
love for rock and roll. “While 
riding in his car, he could tell 
me all about the artists and 
their classic rock songs.” 

His passion for guitar play-
ing was fostered by Kenny 
Hayes of Paris who was Mur-
phy’s guitar teacher when 
Murphy was a senior in high 
school. 

“He got me really excited 
about music because he is a 
guy who never quits learning 
and encouraged me to play 
new instruments to continue 
self-evolving,” Murphy said.

Murphy added some of the 
best advice he received came 
from Hayes, 

“Let your ear lead you,” he 
said. “Don’t let the technical 
stuff replace that.” 

Murphy said that advice 
is much of what he relies on 
while mixing and mastering 
his songs.

Murphy’s family is musical. 

His sister Anna Murphy is in 
the Colorado band Woven 
Hollow, and his cousin Na-
than Staub writes music as 
well.

“We all grew up together 
loving music, playing the gui-
tar and singing together. It was 
a core thing to do to sit by a 
fire and share music...since 
then, much like my family life, 
I find other musicians wherev-
er I am and jamming together 
with them,” he said.

His diverse music back-
ground laid the foundation 
for band Castle Finn’s unique 
sound. He said the sound is 
influenced by retro rock while 
adding his love for Motown 
and soul music. 

“I love the guitars and base-
line of soul music and try to 
incorporate that in my music,” 
he said.

As Murphy gains his vocal 
confidence by singing his own 
compositions, he said the next 
objective is to find musicians 
to play the band’s music while 
he gradually releases new 
songs. He anticipates releasing 
five additional songs, one per 
month, until he has an entire 
album.

He acknowledged the mu-
sic industry is a difficult busi-
ness. 

“I eventually want to get a 
band together and focus on 
my music and play for people. 
Playing music is my favorite 
part of what I do because mu-
sic is art and very therapeutic. 
It makes me feel good and I 
can express what I felt grow-
ing up singing and playing,” 
he said.

The single can be heard on 
all music streaming platforms 
and Murphy’s music journey 
can by followed on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.
com/CastleFinn/; Instagram, 
htt ps://w w w.instagram.
com/castle.finn/; You Tube, 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCInqf CXeJMe-
JgsFTnD7CApw/; Spotify; 
https://open.spotify.com/
ar tist/0GT4wTJxAdyqc-
qvGqBvQRZ; and Twitter, 
https://tw itter.com/pat-
rick16110416.

Area native releases debut single

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Local musician Patrick Murphy displays his favorite guitar in his home recording studio. His new 
song “Shine on Me” was self-released Friday, Feb. 7.                              
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ON SALE ON SALE February 7  thru February 13February 7  thru February 13

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

 Plan the 
 Perfect 
Valentine’s Day     

              Jose  Gold & Silver - 750ml..............................$17.99

Smirnoff Caramel - 750ml................................... $13.99

Arbor Mist........................................................................$7.49

Natural Lt.  30pk..........................................................$14.99

Svedka Vodka........................................................$13.99
Flavors: Blue Raspberry, Mango Pineapple, Raspberry

All Corona  -   10% OFF

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

CHRISMAN
AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

WIN BIG AT

BINGOBINGO
Every Saturday
at 6:30 p.m.

Doors Open
at 5:00 p.m.

Tiki - $2,300
Tripple B - $875
Orange - $152
Green - $10,000
Only 8 Numbers Left!

Purple - $5,113

Jackpots continue to grow!

Meal Provided
FREE of Charge
124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

An Indiana man was jailed 
after being accused of stealing 
an automobile from a local 
car dealership.

Dewayne A. Mathas, 33, 
Montezuma, Ind., appeared 
in custody of the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department for 
the Jan. 30 criminal traffic 
call in Edgar County Circuit 
Court. He was charged with a 
Class 2 felony theft of a motor 
vehicle and a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 

was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. His motion for 
a personal recognizance bond 
was denied. Bond was set at 
$15,000 with a special condi-
tion to have no contact with 
Iron Wheels. Mathas was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for Jan. 
27 and Jan. 30 court calls in-
cluded:

IN CUSTODY
nDustin Halfacre, 33, 

Rockville, Ind., appeared in 
custody. A presentencing in-

Montezuma man jailed for vehicle theft, meth possession
vestigation was ordered for 
the petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. Halfacre 
was remanded to custody.
nGustavo Hernandez Jr., 

26, Raymondville, Texas, 
appeared in custody and en-
tered a negotiated guilty plea 
to a Class 4 felony aggravated 
fleeing from police and was 
sentenced to 90 days in jail 
with credit for 25 days pre-
viously served, two years of 
probation, a $500 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a second felo-
ny charge and a Class A mis-
demeanor reckless driving 
charge. 

In another matter, Hernan-
dez pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. He 
was sentenced to two years of 
probation, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees, or-
dered to obtain 75 hours of 
counseling and was banned 
from consuming alcohol or 
entering establishments that 
sell alcohol. He was remand-
ed to custody on a Texas-pa-
role hold.
nAustin D. Toler, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and bond was set at 
$6,000. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Toler’s bond 
conditions include he is to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

CHARGES
nDale W. Colter, 38, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 2 
felony theft. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.

nBlane A. Grimes, 28, Par-
is, was presented with a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed be-
fore Grimes denied the peti-
tion. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nBret D. Jefferies, 27, 

Rosedale, Ind., was charged 
with a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing.
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Par-

is, was presented with a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nJoshua K. Swisher, 31, 

Vermilion, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nBrittany Tresner, 30, Par-

is, was presented with peti-
tions to revoke her probation 
sentences for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction, a Class 4 
felony disorderly conduct 
conviction and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nWilliam R. Farrar, 40, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of court supervision, 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.
nJoseph Wayne Graham, 

37, Brocton, was charged 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nChristina M. Miller, 37, 

Dana, Ind., pleaded guilty to 
a Class C misdemeanor im-
proper use of an automobile 
registration charge. She was 
sentenced to six months of 
conditional discharge, a $200 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nVirginia A. Ring, 63, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. She 
was sentenced to two years 
of court supervision, a $750 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. Ring must also ob-
tain counseling per an evalu-
ation.
nJacob C. Stooksbury, 

22, Paris pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor failure 
to notify automobile owner 
of damage to an unattended 
vehicle. He was sentenced to 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nMichael S. Gallion, 36, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving under the 
influence of alcohol charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nMatthew L. Hutchinson, 

26, Terre Haute, Ind., pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to the charges of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nZachary O. Winkler, 36, 

Charleston, denied a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 

The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nKenneth A. Arthur, 31, 

Marshall, failed to appear in 
court. The court imposed a 
four-day jail sentence with 
good conduct credit to apply 
attached to his Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe conviction. A 
no-bond arrest warrant was 
issued.
nKenny L. Husher 

Kanash, 29, Chrisman, was 
resentenced on a petition 
to revoke his probation sen-
tence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. He was 
resentenced to 180 days in 
jail to be served as electronic 
home monitoring with work 
release and two years of pro-
bation. He was ordered to pay 
all prior financial obligations 
and complete any recom-
mended counseling.
nRoman A. Komnev, 31, 

Chrisman, is in residential 
treatment and failed to appear 
in court. The court quashed a 
warrant for his arrest for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe charges 
were continued for a negotiat-
ed plea agreement.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Jessica L. Bond, 
27, Paris; Erica L. Emerick, 
44, Chrisman; Kevin M. 
Flight, 39, Danville; Dakota L. 
Livingston, 23, Paris; Carrie 
L. Livvix, 22, Chrisman; Ash-
ley L. Mobley, 33, Chrisman; 
Avery M. Morgan, 27, Paris; 
Patrick C. Sharp, 32, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Kenneth W. Sly, 
36, Paris; Justin L Switzer, 25, 
Marshall; Corey D. Weaver, 
31, Paris; and Jacob E. White, 
34, Terre Haute, Ind.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorder’s office issued 
the following marriage licens-
es during January: Nicholas 
Dale Wilhoit of Paris and 
Morgan Michelle Wood of 
Newman; Joseph Randy Lock 

Marriage licenses in January
of Toledo and Brenda Joyce 
Mattingly of Vermilion; Jason 
Henry Littlejohn and Natasha 
Kay Littlejohn, both of Paris; 
Michael Scott Gallion and 
Sarah Lianne Sablotny, both 
of Paris; and Logan Jay Korte 
and Alyssa Danielle Camp, 
both of Paris. 

CHARLES HEINLEIN JR. 
Charles “Chuck” William 

Heinlein Jr., 62, passed away 
Feb. 3, 2020, at the Mattoon 
Manor after a battle with pan-
creatic cancer.

A memorial service is from 
1 to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15, at 
the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Charleston.  

Mr. Heinlein was born 
March 9, 1957, at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, the son of Charles Wil-

liam Heinlein Sr. and Patricia 
McKenzie Heinlein in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. He married Lor-
raine LeRiger, May 5, 2004, 
and she survives.

He is also survived by his 
mother; three children and 
four stepchildren, Miranda 
Shepherd of Georgetown, 
Aaron (Cassandra) Hein-
lein, of Vincennes, Ind., Jesse 
(Candace) Shepherd of Dan-
ville, Todd Smith of Tucson, 
Ariz., Cory Smith of Mesa, 
Ariz., Lisa Smith of Sullivan 
and Niki Smith of Sioux City, 
Iowa; sister, Doris (Irv) Bot-
tom  Largo, Fla., brothers, 
Dennis (Roxana) Heinlein 
and Jon (Sophie)

Heinlein; nine grandchil-
dren; 10 step-grandchildren; 
and one step-great-grand-
child. 

He was preceded in death 
by his brother, Joel Heinlein; 
and most recently by his fa-
ther.   

Mr. Heinlein had a won-
derful sense of humor. He was 
able to maintain a positive at-
titude and often used humor 
to help others cope with his 
illness. 

SAM SEIBERT
Sam Lee Seibert, 68, of Par-

is, passed away at 7:21 a.m. 
Jan. 31, 2020, at his home. He 

was retired.
Mr. Seib-

ert donated 
his body for 
scientific re-
search. Fol-

lowing cremation, a memorial 
service is at a later date.

He was born Sept. 2, 1951, 
at Paris, the son of the late 
Max and Dolly Williams Seib-
ert. 

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Lindsey Seibert of Paris, 
Dolly Seibert of Paris, Mi-
chael Seibert of Champaign 

and James (Shannon) Seib-
ert of Paxton; grandchildren, 
Roxy Seibert of Paxton and 
Jacob (Carrie) Seibert of Par-
is; and one great-grandson, 
Carter Seibert.

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, James Seibert; 
and a grandson, Josh Seibert.

Mr. Seibert graduated from 
Paris High School in 1969 
and was a U.S. Army veteran 
of the Vietnam War. He was a 
member of the Paris Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 3601.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society or Lincoln-
land Hospice of Sarah Bush 
Lincoln Hospital. 

OBITUARIES

More OBITUARIES, Page 5A

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism
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Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 855-204-8225
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

3x5
Stewart & Carroll

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

With heartfelt thanks and gratitude the family of 
Geneive Hanna would like to thank all who called, 
texted, sent a card or any other thoughtful gesture 

towards the loss of our Mother and Grandmother.  We 
knew just how special she was, but to  hear and see from 

all who came to express their condolences was beyond 
amazing.  Thank you, Virgil Haynes for the loving 

message, Willing Workers for their delicious 
luncheon, Krabel Funeral Home and all the RN's, 

CNA's at Piatt County Nursing Home who took such 
loving care of our Mother.  

She loved each and every one of you.

Janice Kay Lieb and family
Joyce Metz

Jeri Grafton and family

A&R Service

Full service contractor, electrical, 

plumbing repairs, security cams, 

computers, Wi-Fi help upgrades.

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

LESTER STROHM
MARSHALL - Lester D. 

Strohm, 80, of West Union, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, at 

his home. 
A Mass 

of Christian 
Burial will be 
celebrated 10 
a.m., today, 
Feb. 8, at St. 
Mary's Cath-
olic Church 

of Marshall. Burial follows in 
the St. Mary's Cemetery. Vis-
itation was 4 to 8 p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 7, at Pearce Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall Golf 
Course. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservice.com.

STROHM

JACK SHAFFNER
MARTINSVILLE- Jack 

Terril Shaffner, 91, of Mar-
tinsville, died Thursday, Feb. 

6, 2020, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Nursing and 
Rehabilita-
tion Center, 
Casey. 

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 10, 
at Green-
well Funeral 
Home, with 

Pastor Gary Fairchild offici-
ating. Military rites will be 
performed by Martinsville 
American Legion. Burial 
follows at Ridgelawn Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time at the 
funeral home.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Heartland Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation or 
Martinsville on the Move.  

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

SHAFFNER

PATTY SCHMIDT
PRINCETON, Ky. – Patty 

Jean Oliver Schmidt, 88, of 
Princeton, Ky., passed away 

Sunday, Feb. 
2, 2020, at 
P r i n c e t o n 
Nursing & 
Rehab sur-
rounded by 
her loving 
family.

A grave-
side service is 11 a.m. today, 
Feb. 8 at Rowland Hills Cem-
etery, with the Rev. Dean Ray 
officiating. There is no public 
visitation. Morgan’s Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Schmidt is survived by 
one daughter, Sally Hunley, of 
Princeton, Ky. and Knoxville, 
Tenn.; one brother, Leroy 
Oliver (Rosezelle) of Prince-
ton; one grandson, Dr. Tuck-
er Hunley of Bristol, Tenn.; 

one stepdaughter, Dr. Mary 
Case and Max Million of St. 
Charles, Mo.

 She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Billy "Smit-
ty" Edward Schmidt; parents, 
John Dudley "J.D." Oliver and 
Robbie Brown Oliver; one 
stepson, Billy Schmidt; one 
sister, Bobbie J. Fitzgerald; 
one step-granddaughter, Tan-
ya M. Schmidt.

Mrs. Schmidt was a mem-
ber of Northside Baptist 
Church and was an enthusi-
astic Meals-On-Wheels vol-
unteer while her health was 
good. She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister 
and neighbor.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be made to Princeton 
Nursing & Rehab, 1333 W. 
Main Street, Princeton, KY 
42445.

Online condolences at www.
morgansfuneralhome.com. 

SCHMIDT

SARAH NICHOLS
Sarah Jane Nichols, 91, of 

Kansas, passed away at 5:49 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, 2020, 

at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. 

S e r v i c e s 
celebrat ing 
her life were 
1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 

4, at Kansas Christian Church, 
with Minister Bret Hammond 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Grandview Cemetery. Visi-
tation was from 11 a.m. until 
service time Tuesday at the 
church. Templeton Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Kansas Lions 
Club.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

NICHOLS

MYRA JEAN KING
Myra Jean King, 91, of 

Paris, passed away at 3:46 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020, 

at Horizon 
Health Hos-
pital. She re-
tired in 1994 
after 16 years 
as an ad-
ministrative 
assistant to 
the President 

and the Board of Trustees of 
Rend Lake College.  

A funeral service was 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at Newell 
Funeral Home in Mt. Vernon. 
Burial followed at Mt. Vernon 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery 
in Woodlawn. Visitation was 
from 4 until 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 4 at Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home.  An addition-
al visitation was 11 a.m. until 
the service time Wednesday 
at the funeral home in Mt. 
Vernon.

Mrs. King was born Dec. 
27, 1928, in Mt. Vernon, the 
first child of the late Ralph 
Dean and Iona “Brownie” 
Brown McPherson. She mar-
ried Wayne Alva Estes on 
Jan. 21, 1949, at West Salem 
Methodist Church, Mt. Ver-
non. He passed away Aug. 8, 
1991.

They were the parents 
of two daughters, DeAnn 
(Dale) Cash of Paris and Jana 
Ellen Rister of McLeans-
boro, and two sons, Richard 

(Marianne Schienle) Estes of 
Springfield and Alan ( Janet) 
Estes of Mt. Vernon: all sur-
vive her; she is also survived 
by eight grandchildren, Kath-
ryn (Kevin) Forth, Thomas 
(Meggan) Cash, Jennifer 
Rister, Michael (Sylena) 
Cash, Seth (Tracy Cook) 
Estes, Jerrod Rister, Dr. Ca-
leb (Dr. Robyn) Estes and 
Emily Estes; her great-grand-
children, Brenden and Al-
lison Cash, Tyler, Haylee, 
and Henry Rister, Kendall 
and Kale Forth, Christian 
Poore-Rister, Logan Estes, 
Brooks Estes and Cora Cash; 
two sisters, Brownie Macko 
of Jacksonville and Martha 
(Harry) Sims of Elkhart, 
Ind.; one brother, Russell 
(Brenda) McPherson of Op-
dyke; and several nieces and 
nephews.

She later married David 
Harvey King of Sidney Sept. 
21, 1996, at Countryside 
United Methodist Church, 
Urbana.  He passed away July 
8, 2018 at home in Sidney.  

She is also survived by 
his three sons, Charles King 
of Berwyn, Harold (Karen 
Giannini) King of Naper-
ville, and Ronald (Marty) 
King of Seymour, Ind.; his 
four grandchildren, Da-
vid and Brian King, Kaydie 
(Marc) Balcitis, and Patrick 
(Courtney) King; and two 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 

by one brother, Thom-
as Ralph McPherson; and 
daughters-in-law, Jo and Kar-
en King.

Mrs. King was a graduate 
of Mt. Vernon Township 
High School and graduated 
from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity-Carbondale with a 
Bachelor of Science degree. 
She worked as a typist, book-
keeper, customer representa-
tive and executive secretary 
throughout the years at Mag-
nolia Petroleum Company, 
Jefferson County Farm Bu-
reau, Davidson Chevrolet, 
Nelson Concrete Culvert 
Company and GMAC. 

She was a 4-H leader, 
Homemakers Association 
member, Business & Profes-
sional Women’s Club board 
member and treasurer and 
C.E. Brehn Memorial Library 
Board member. She was an 
active member of Coun-
tryside United Methodist 
Church and a past member of 
Logan Street Baptist Church.  
She was a dairy farmer’s wife 
in Dodds Township and early 
in her second marriage she 
assisted her husband in the 
operation of a small com-
mercial apple orchard near 
Sidney.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Countryside 
United Methodist Church.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

KING

SUSAN HARRIS
Susan Harris, 71, of Paris, 

passed away at 12:53 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at Twin 

Lakes Rehab.
A memori-

al service will 
be at a later 
date at Twin 
Lakes Rehab. 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home 
is in charge of 

the arrangements.
More information and 

online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DEA HARBOR
Dea Kathryn Harbor, 78, 

of Paris, passed away at 7:24 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, 2020, at 

Twin Lakes 
R e h a b i l i -
tation and 
Health Care 
Center. She 
was a book-
keeper. 

All ser-
vices are 

private. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with the arrange-
ments.  

Mrs. Harbor was born 
April 13, 1941, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Dee and 
Mary Kathryn Hartley Ham-
mond. She married Fenton 
Burger, who preceded her in 
death. She later married An-
drew Hammond, who also 
preceded her in death.  

She is survived by three 
children, John (Cassie) Burg-
er of Paris, Robin Redman 
of Indianapolis, Ind., and 
Richard Harbor of North 
Carolina; nine grandchil-
dren Zachary Burger, Sara 
Burger and Lindsey Redman 
of Paris, Adam Redman of 
Greencastle, Ind., Alexandria 
Harbor, Aaron Harbor and 
Alicia Harbor of North Car-
olina and Jeremy Clark and 
Jessica Clark of Decatur; her 
brother, Hank Hammond of 
The Villages, Fla. and her fa-
vorite nephews Michael, Joe 
and Andrew Hammond.  

She was preceded in death 
by her two children, Diana 
Harbor Quick and Darin 
Harbor; and her sister, Helen 
Hammond Snow.

Mrs. Harbor was a mem-
ber of the Paris First Baptist 
Church.

Memorial contributions 
in her name may be made to 
ECCF, Inc. DO IT Fund or 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety.  

Online condolences, 
please visit www.stewartand-
carrollfuneralhome.com.

HARBOR

DAVID ELLIOTT
MARSHALL – David 

“Maynard” Elliott, 72, of Mar-
shall, passed away Saturday, 

Feb. 1, 2020, 
at his home.

A military 
g r a v e s i d e 
service by 
Clark Coun-
ty Post 90 of 
the American 
Legion and 
Veterans of 
Foreign Wars 
Post #5975 is 
noon today, 

Feb. 8, at Darwin Cemetery, 
with Masonic rites as part of 
the graveside service. Fami-
ly and friends will gather at 
American Legion Post #90 
after leaving the cemetery for 
a celebration of life. Pearce Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

ELLIOTT

DEBRA DRAPER
MARTINSVILLE – Deb-

ra Ann Draper, 65, of Mar-
tinsville, passed away at 5:20 

p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 1, 
2020, at her 
home.   

A funeral 
service was 
1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 6, 
at Greenwell 

Funeral Home, with Pastor 
Billie Ray Ulrey officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Rid-
gelawn Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Thursday at the 
funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey VFW 
Women’s Auxiliary.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

DRAPER

BARBARA HOGAN
Barbara Joan Hogan, 60, 

Paris, passed away at 1:45 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, 2020, at 

Carle Hospi-
tal, Urbana. 
She was a 
sales associ-
ate for Wal-
Mart in Paris 
for the last 20 
years.

A service 
celebrating her life is 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home. Burial 
follows in Edgar Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 4 p.m. until 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 12, at the 
funeral home.

Mrs. Hogan was born April 
19, 1959, in Bruchmuhl-
bach – Miesau, Germany, the 
daughter of the late Wilbur R. 
and Ingeburg Rockel Elledge 
Sr.

Survivors include two 
sons, Brian J. Hogan of Paris 
and John A. ( Jennifer) Ho-
gan of Trenton, a brother, 
Wilbur (Wendy) Elledge of 
Paris; two sisters, Dorene 
Sullivan of Champaign and 
Mary Ann (Bob) Guiney of 
Paris; two grandchildren, 
Addison and John L. Hogan; 
friend and former husband, 
Mark J. Hogan and several 
nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Hogan was a member 
of the Gamma Psi chapter of 
the Beta Sigma Psi sorority. 
She was an avid bowler and 
a Kyle Busch NASCAR fan. 
She enjoyed volunteering for 
Relay for Life and above all 
else, she loved spending time 
with her family, especially her 
grandchildren.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Chapter of Relay for Life.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

HOGAN

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

HARRIS
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current 
makeup 
of Illinois 
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March 17 is rushing closer, time to make sure your are an informed citizen
March 17 — chances are you 

already have this date circled on your 
calendar.

But the notation signifying its im-
portance is probably related to it being 
St. Patrick’s Day. Is there something 
else worth noting that doesn’t involve 
green beer, wearing something green 
so you don’t get pinched or massive 
helpings of corned beef and cabbage?

You could say that.
March 17 is also primary election 

day in Illinois. It’s our chance as 
citizens of the United States to have a 
say in who represents us in Washing-
ton D.C, Springfield and our home 
counties. The winners move on to the 
general election Nov. 3. Circle it on 
your calendar now.

That brings us back to the primary. 
There are a handful of contested races 
so you owe it to yourself to be an 
informed voter.

We’re going to assume you already 
know this election will choose the 
next president, and there is a long 
list of Democrats doing battle in the 
primary for the chance to challenge 
Donald Trump.

The primary also features five 

Republicans (Mark Curran Jr. of Lib-
ertyville, Tom Tarter of Springfield, 
Casey Chlebek of Glenview, Peggy 
Hubbard of Belleville and Robert 
Marshall of Burr Ridge) seeking to 
unseat U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin; two 
Democrats (Betsy Dirksen Londrigan 
of Springfield and Stefanie Smith of 
Urbana), four Republicans (Mary 
Miller of Oakland, Darren Duncan 
of Rossville, Kerry Wolff of Altamont 
and Chuck Ellington of Camargo) 
vying to faceoff in the general election 
to replace retiring Republican John 
Shimkus as representative of the 15th 
Congressional District.

That’s a lot of people to get to know 
and figure out which one is best suited 
to represent your views.

While there is a lot of attention paid 
to the national election, the power of 
your vote and the more noticeable 
impact it has on your daily life grows 
the closer you get to home.

There are also a handful of con-

tested races for judges and Illinois 
Senate and House seats in the area, 
including a battle that is shaping up to 
be a winner-take-all contents between 
Republicans Darren Bailey of Xenia 
and Jeff Fleming of Olney to replace 
retiring state Sen. Dale Righter in the 
55th Senate District.

There is a ballot advisory referen-
dum concerning whether to establish 
a special service area for an ambulance 
serving six townships in northern 
Edgar County. A second refendum is 
a 1% safety tax — a retail sales tax — 
very similar to the school facilities tax 
previously approved by Edgar County 
voters.  

None of the county board mem-
bers — all Republicans — Jeff Voigt, 
Phil Ludington and Derrick Loren-
zen. Republicans Scott Barrett and 
Angie Barrett are unopposed for 
coroner and circuit clerk. Republican 
Mark Isaf is running opposed for 
state’s attorney.

With all the early voting opportu-
nities that exist, you can do your civic 
duty on a day that’s convenient to 
you and doesn’t conflict with any St. 
Patrick’s Day plans you might have.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Primaries approaching fast

Sandoval 
shakedowns 
come to light 

Waiting out the Wuhan virus  
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"It's hard for me to swal-
low how [people] make 
so much off of you. Right? 
And I gotta do the work."

That's 
from the 
July 31, 
2018 
federal 
surveil-
lance of 
now-for-
mer state 
Sen. 
Martin 
Sandoval 
(D-Chica-
go) complaining, accord-
ing to media reports, to 
one of the founders of the 
red-light camera company 
SafeSpeed. Sandoval was 
bemoaning how he was 
killing and passing bills 
on the company's behalf 
while watching other 
people make bank off the 
red-light cam industry.

This was, apparently, 
not new behavior for 
Sandoval. "I usually say, 
'What's reasonable? You 
tell me," Sandoval told the 
SafeSpeed official when 
discussing what his bribe 
would be. He was obvi-
ously practiced at shaking 
people down and ended 
up demanding $5,000 a 
month.

His plea deal claims he 
took $70,000 from the 
SafeSpeed official (the 
money was supplied by 
the government). Overall, 
Sandoval "accepted over 
$250,000 in bribes as part 
of criminal activity that 
involved more than five 
participants."

Well, at least we now 
know how Sandoval could 
afford the expensive suits 
he always wore.

The feds may have had 
Sandoval under surveil-
lance since at least Aug. 
16, 2017, when they 
apparently recorded a 
phone conversation with 
the SafeSpeed official 
about the company's 
annual $10,000 campaign 
contribution.

The feds raided Sando-
val's Statehouse office two 
years later, in late Septem-
ber of 2019. They seized 
$3,000 in cash that day 
and another $18K a few 

See MILLER, Page 7A
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Fair map won’t happen with current make-
up of Illinois Supreme Court

Illinois will never have fair maps for its 
legislative districts under 
the present Illinois Supreme 
Court. There is an opportu-
nity in November to change 
the court, yet I fear the 
contest will not be engaging, 
even though it’s long past 
time for a change.

This is political inside 
baseball, so stick with me on 
this, if you’re interested.

In 1964, Democratic 
Governor Otto Kerner and 

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley made changes 
in the state judiciary that included a kind of 
gerrymandering, if you will. Previously, Illi-
nois had seven Supreme Court justices from 
seven districts. The new structure called for 
the same seven justices, one each from four 
districts outside Cook County (Chicago), 
but with three justices elected countywide 
in Cook. 

This latter proviso all but guaranteed 
there would be a Democratic majority on 
the court, as there has been continuously 
since 1964. Three Democrats are routinely 
elected from Cook County, always the ones 
endorsed by the Cook County Democratic 
Central Committee. In 1964 and forward, 
Democrats banked on a fourth Dem from 
the deep southern Illinois district, which was 
the case until a decade ago. 

If Cook were divided into three one-jus-
tice districts, like the rest of the state, the 
outcome would likely have been two Demo-
crats from Chicago districts and one GOPer 
from the county’s suburbs. And thus, the 
court might have bounced back and forth 
between Democratic and Republican 4-3 
majorities, as one or more of the down-
state districts is typically competitive on a 
partisan basis.

Over the decades, the Democratic court 
majority has been reliably protective of the 
interests of Cook County Democrats, reject-
ing efforts to create term limits, and rebuffing 
court challenges to heavily gerrymandered 
legislative districting.

The Illinois Constitution requires that 
districts shall be “compact, contiguous 
and substantially equal in population.” The 
dictionary defines “compact” as “closely and 
neatly packed together; dense.” 

For the past 20 years, Justice Thomas Kil-
bride, a Democrat, has served as the justice 
from the Third District, which covers most of 
central Illinois, from Rock Island-Moline to 
Peoria to Joliet. He was elected 20 years ago 
with a late, unexpected campaign infusion of 
$1 million from Democratic House Speaker 
Michael Madigan. In 2010, the justice spent 
$2.5 million, largely from Mike Madigan 
— and was retained with just less than 66 
percent of the vote. 

Kilbride seeks retention for another 10-
year term, and needs to achieve support from 
60 percent of voters at the November general 
election. 

If Kilbride were to fail in his retention 
bid, the court would likely become 3-3 on a 
partisan basis. Democrats alone would thus 
be unable to overrule a lower court ruling 
that finds a new, gerrymandered redistricting 
failed to meet the “compact” requirements of 
the constitution. Then, in 2022, there would 
be an election to fill the vacancy in the Third 
District.

Speaker Madigan, also chair of the Illinois 
Democratic Party, and Gov. JB Pritzker will 
spend all the millions they think necessary 
to protect this Supreme Court seat. On the 
other side, the Illinois Republican Party 
doesn’t have two nickels to rub together. And 
the party’s big donors are still smarting from 
recent losses. They may fear being over-
whelmed by the almost limitless political 
treasury of billionaire Pritzker. 

As an old campaign manager for statewide 
and presidential candidates, I don’t think a 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS
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See NOWLAN, Page 7A

It is early morning and my 
phone's text messages from China 
are piling up.  

From Ying Yin, 
the head of my 
college's English 
Department: 
"Connie, our 
school year has 
been postponed. 
We will start one 
week later, on 
February 24." 

From my Chi-
nese colleagues: 
"Connie, can 

you help me buy face masks in 
America and send to me ASAP? 
I'm running out and there are no 
more available."

From my Chinese students and 
friends: "Connie, it is better you 
stay in America. Very serious here. 
Do not return."

On Jan. 9, I left China for my 
Spring Festival, Chinese New 
Year, break after completing my 
duties as an English teacher at 
Luzhou Vocational and Technical 
College, a three-year institution 
for higher education located in 
Luzhou city, Sichuan Province. 
My college’s 11,000 students and 
more than 600 teachers, adminis-
trators and school workers were 
excitedly looking forward to their 
one-month winter vacation.   

This is the time when Chi-
nese from all over the country 
travel home to spend time with 
family and friends. Public parks 
fill with lantern shows and special 
exhibitions, malls overflow with 
young people spending holiday 
gift money, tourism explodes as 
Chinese travel both in-country 
and overseas, city streets and 

national highways jam with pri-
vately-owned vehicles as residents 
take road trips, wedding venues 
are booked for upcoming nuptial 
celebrations and restaurants are 
full, feeding the masses who stroll 
through their doors. 

But what usually is a joyful 
time of year for the 1.4 billion 
people in China turned to worry 
and panic within a few days. The 
spread of the coronavirus was like 
wildfire.  

It began with a single stall 
owner, selling infected snakes, in 
an open-air market in Wuhan city, 
a metropolis of 11-million people 
located in Hubei Province. 

Next reports had the virus 
jumping borders, flowing over 
into other Chinese provinces, 
and finally through airports that 
carried it internationally to other 
countries. Most worldwide air 
carriers have now stopped all 
travel to and from China, with for-
eigners either scrambling to find 
Chinese flights out of the country 
or resigning to hunker down for 
the long haul.   

As of Feb. 4, more than 430 
have died with continuously 
rising infections worldwide 
(20,000 to date), a majority 
being in China. Compared to 
our USA influenza statistics, this 
is relatively small. According to 
the U.S. National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
the 2019-2020 flu season here in 
this country is one of the worst in 
a decade. Although 173 million 
have been vaccinated, 15 million 
Americans have been sickened 
with more than 8,200 deaths in 
this season alone.  

So what places the Wuhan virus 

so much in the spotlight? From 
what I have read, there are numer-
ous reasons: the speed with which 
it is passed from person to person, 
the fact there is no vaccine, the 
many unknown variables involved 
concerning this new epidemic, 
the international scope of the 
spread and, lastly, the reported de-
tails of China's extreme, unprece-
dented measures to contain it.

My students, colleagues and 
friends are constantly informing 
me about their current plight 
via WeChat (China's equivalent 
of Facebook). Although located 
two provinces away from Wuhan, 
Luzhou now has nine confirmed 
cases of the virus, which has put 
those in my city on high alert. 

Facemasks, the N95 model 
proposed for full protection, are 
in short supply. Almost all cities 
are requiring residents to wear 
masks when they go out. Those 
in Luzhou, a city of 5 million, 
are not allowed to ride on public 
buses, enter supermarkets, take 
taxies, walk the streets or enter 
banks without wearing a mask.    

Edicts from the provincial and 
city governments have request-
ed large-scale gathering places 
to shut down. These include 
all parks, recreational facilities, 
cinemas, shopping malls and 
banquet-hall restaurants. Banks, 
pharmacies, supermarkets and 
hospitals are the exceptions. 
People are to stay at home, only 
going out for short grocery shop-
ping ventures or other necessary 
outings.

The school holiday return date 
has been extended. My college's 
spring semester was to begin 

CONNIE
WIECK
GUEST 
COLUMN

See WIECK, Page 7A
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Resolve to start the New Year right.
You owe it to yourself to find out what Brookstone Estates of Paris can offer you or your 
loved one. Join us for a tour, and we’ll show you around, share coffee and cookies, and 

answer your questions about our supportive living. Start 2020 right — and take a closer 
look at Brookstone Estates.

TOURS • COFFEE & COOKIES • ANSWERS

Supportive Living
WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Begin this New Year with 
a community tour. 
Bring your questions.

See it for yourself. 
146 Brookstone E. St., Paris, IL 61944 

Schedule your visit by calling 217-670-8540.

(812) 240-7274 • 1314 N. Michigan Ave • Marshall, IL 

Seafood Ravioli............$12.99
14’ Lobster Pizza...........$17.99

14’ Meat Lover’s Heart 
shaped Pizza...............$15.99
 Salad Bar and Drinks included in dinners

Tuesday-Sunday  11 a.m. - 10 p.m.   
Valentine’s Day SpecialsValentine’s Day Specials

CrossRoadsCrossRoads  
Family RestaurantFamily Restaurant
(217) 826-5829 • 2002 N. Illinois Hwy 1 • Marshall, IL 

Valentine’s Day ONLYValentine’s Day ONLY
Prime Rib Dinner...........$19.99
Center Cut Pork Chop...$14.99
Chicken Teriyaki............$12.95
Beer Batter Shrimp.......$12.99

Soup & Salad Bar included in dinners

OPEN 7 Days a week  6 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Serving Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner  •  BREAKFAST ANYTIME

weeks later.
Sandoval has agreed to 

cooperate in full, meaning all 
those folks he shook down, 
or who eagerly ponied up 
cash to get something done 
or who profited with him on 
villainous schemes probably 
haven't been sleeping well.

He was the longtime chair-
man of the Transportation 
Committee, so it's assumed 
Sandoval will be giving 
up road-building industry 
types. His federal search 
warrant mentioned several 
other types of companies and 
individuals, including video 
gaming and sweepstakes 
businesses.

His plea agreement notes 
that Sandoval "also engaged 
in corrupt activities with 
other public officials." So, we 
can expect him to roll over 

on whoever those folks may 
be. I assume we can start with 
some of the local officials 
whose offices were raided 
right around the same time as 
Sandoval's was searched.

Sandoval was a brazenly 
greedy bully who specialized 
in intimidating people who 
needed something from their 
government.

His annual golf fundraiser, 
which was a must-attend for 
anyone who needed some-
thing from him, had grown 
to lavish excess. And last 
August, the event wound 
up attracting unfavorable 
national news coverage when 
photos emerged of a server 
"shooting" someone wearing 
a Donald Trump mask with a 
tequila gun. It's probably no 
surprise that some of the peo-
ple who helped Sandoval run 
that gaudy fundraiser are also 
under federal scrutiny.

But maybe Sandoval can 

finally do some good for his 
state (and himself, by reduc-
ing his prison sentence) by 
helping weed out the people 
who prefer to take the short-
cut of illegal cash rather than 
doing the real work usually 
required to get things done.

I've seen this happen over 
and over again and it never 
ends well. Save yourself the 
trouble and get out now. 
There's nothing inherently 
wrong with wanting to better 
one's financial situation. But 
if you can't do it honestly 
then you're heading for disas-
ter. You will be caught. Heck, 
you may already be caught 
and don't even know it, like 
Sandoval was for two years.

And the leaders have to 
stop enabling these peo-
ple. It was no big surprise 
when Sandoval was busted. 
Yet, Senate President John 
Cullerton routinely assigned 
red-light camera regulation 

bills to Sandoval's committee 
knowing exactly what he 
would do with them and also 
put Sandoval in charge of the 
massive infrastructure bill 
last year.

And House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan created a new 
appropriations committee 
especially for now-former 
Rep. Luis Arroyo to oversee 
the capital plan's formation. 
That's like giving a gas can 
to a pyromaniac. Arroyo 
(D-Chicago) was arrested 
last year for bribery.

Yes, the people of their 
districts elected them, but the 
leaders do not have to con-
tinually enable their worst 
clowns.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

MILLER
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challenge has to match 
opponents dollar for dol-
lar to be successful. 

First, the powerful, 
tried and true slogan, 
“It’s time for a change” 
was never more apt, after 
more than half a century 
of continuous one-party 
domination of the court. 
Second, the public is 
at present sour toward 
incumbents, maybe with 
good reason. Third, the 
3rd District is trending 

NOWLAN
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Republican, carrying unpop-
ular GOP Governor Bruce 
Rauner handily in 2018.

This is a golden opportuni-
ty to achieve redistricting re-
form, and maybe, over time, 
additional good government 
structural changes. It’s time 
for a change.

(For many years, Jim 
Nowlan was a senior fellow 
and political science professor 
at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has 
worked for three unindicted 
governors and published a 
weekly newspaper in central 
Illinois.)

Feb. 17, with teachers re-
quired to report for meetings 
on Feb. 14. This has been 
postponed with classes to 
begin Feb. 24, although 
students are not allowed to 
return to our campus until 
Feb. 22. Luzhou primary 
and secondary schools have 
also announced this same 
schedule.  

In other provinces, school 
openings are being delayed 
until March or even mid-
March, as urged by China's 
state education committee. 
Most likely, leaders at my 
college, and those at the city's 
pre-school, primary and 
secondary educational levels, 
will re-evaluate and adjust 
the start-up date to March as 
well.

A new app, which almost 
everyone has downloaded 
onto their phones, sends out 
hourly updates of deaths and 
infections as well as areas in 
Chinese communities that 
are of concern. When some-
one is officially announced 
by a hospital to have been 
infected, the report also in-
cludes information about the 
person’s recent activities and 
where they have been. The 

app warns people it they were 
on such-and-such a bus, at 
such-and-such a time, or in a 
particular business at a given 
time to monitor themselves 
at home and be aware they 
might be carrying the virus.

This coronavirus app also 
highlights visual maps of 
every city across China and 
what areas to be careful of. 
One of my Nanjing friends 
told me that, after checking 
her app, she learned a high-
rise apartment building in her 
neighborhood was consid-
ered at risk. It was posted 
floors 5 to 11 were consid-
ered possible contagious 
zones, meaning no resident 
was to leave his/her apart-
ment on those floors. Nor 
were residents living in floors 
above or below the designat-
ed levels to stop there when 
using the elevator. Food and 
meals were being delivered to 
the families while they waited 
out the mandatory 14-day 
quarantine to see if the virus 
had infected anyone within. 

Feb. 3, the government 
announced all city and pro-
vincial officials, companies 
and office workers should 
resume their after-holiday 
schedules. Masks are still to 
be worn and no one is to re-
move these while meeting or 

moving about in their work 
places. Those not currently 
employed, such as students, 
retirees or migrant workers 
waiting until factories and 
construction sites re-open, 
are to remain at home.  

What's the feeling of those 
stuck at home all day?  My 
students' English Corner 
WeChat group tells it all:

Chen: I am bored.
Yiyi: Me, too.
Chen: Bored from head 

to toe.
Yiyi: Ha, ha.
Chen: Even my nails. 

They’re screaming I AM 
BORED!

 YiYi: You can find some-
thing fun to do.

 Chen: Yes. Cut my nails 
and shut them up. Then I’ll 
be happy.

(Connie Wieck is a Marshall 
native who has taught col-
lege-level English in China for 
22 years. Her sponsoring agen-
cy is the Amity Foundation, 
a Chinese Christian-founded 
social-service organization 
whose headquarters are located 
in the city of Nanjing. Amity 
promotes projects in China, 
and also abroad, which focus 
on social development and 
public welfare for those in need. 
Amity also helps with outreach 
projects initiated by Chinese 

Christians and Chinese church-
es within the country. To learn 
more, go to: amityfoundation.
org. To read updates from 
Wieck, go to connieinchina.
org.)

WIECK
FROM PAGE 6A
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continuing to decide the 
best in-house offerings 
from the kitchen.

“We are hoping by next 
month to have a menu,” 
Smothers said. “Right now 
we are just trying things 
out.”

Haddix reported a 
pump failed at the lift sta-
tion for the sanitary sew-
er, and he anticipates an 
expensive repair bill for 
the motor. This follows 
a similar incident within 
the last few weeks when 
another pump at the lift 
station, which has two 
pumps, failed. 

The issue of employ-
ee health insurance was 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 1A

funding source but has not yet 
received a decision. “If it (the 
grant) doesn’t come through, 
we may need to seek corporate 
donors.”

It was decided to wait an-
other week for a grant decision 
before reorganizing the effort.

Something else quickly be-
coming time sensitive is the 
creation of a new community 
garden. Bee Well’s first com-
munity garden was on proper-
ty behind Lake Ridge Christian 
Church and the idea spread 
from there to Hume and Kan-
sas. Chrisman resident Amber 
Raimey is currently developing 
ideas for a community garden 
just off the Chrisman square.

The first Paris site proved 

too big of a challenge for the 
gardeners because deer from 
nearby wooded areas ate most 
of the plants.

A hiatus was declared while 
garden organizers looked for a 
new site. Efforts to work with 
Prospect Bank to include a 
community garden in a down-
town beautification project 
came to naught and 2019 
passed without a community 
garden in Paris.

The Presbyterian Church 
on Court Street has expressed 
a willingness to permit a com-
munity garden on ground it 
owns east of the church. The 
downside is the lot abuts the 
derelict Bibo Building and fear 
of falling bricks or a general 
wall collapse has both sides of 
the idea reluctant to commit 
until the building is demol-

ished.
“I’m just so worried that 

we are going to have another 
season without a garden,” said 
Wright.

Ron George, an early propo-
nent and constant supporter 
of the community garden, ac-
knowledged while the Presby-
terian Church site is a good lo-
cation, it cannot be used until 
the Bibo Building is razed so a 
better course of action may be 
looking for another place. 

George wants a site that of-
fers access to water, parking 
and is conducive for installing 
raised beds.

“I think we could fill 10 
raised beds,” George said about 
the number of people express-
ing continued interest in hav-
ing a plot in the community 
garden. 

FROZEN JR.
FROM PAGE 1A

animated film featured in the 
show are “Do You Want to 
Build a Snowman,” “For the 
First Time in Forever,” “Love 
is an Open Door,” “Rein-
deers are Better than People,” 
“In Summer” and “Let It Go.” 
There are also five new songs 
written for the Broadway 
production.

“This is definitely a fami-
ly show,” Wright noted. The 
show runs about 60 minutes, 
she said.

The shows will be at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 14, and Saturday, 
Feb. 15. The final show is set 
for 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 16.

All tickets for the produc-
tion at $10 and are not sold 
in advance. Doors at the 
PCOFA will open at 6 p.m. 

evening shows and 1 p.m. 
for the afternoon matinee. 
“There is no reserved seating 
or pre-sales,” Wright empha-
sized. “Tickets are on a first 
come, first served basis.”

Cast members are Addi-
son Martin, Anna; Madison 
Huffman, Elsa; Piper Mitch-
ell, Olaf; Wyatt Parrish, Kris-
toff; Aiden Creech, Sven; 
Hallie Brinkerhoff, young 
Anna; Paedyn Keys, middle 
Anna; Brynn Ogle, young 
Elsa; Kailey Pine, middle 
Elsa; Kindall Plummer, Pab-
bie; Skylar Foote, Bulda; 
Gaige Burks, Hans; John 
Heelen, Duke of Weselton;  
Koen Brinkerhoff, King Ag-
narr; Aubree Leader, Queen 
Iduna; Cooper Keys, Bishop; 
Jace Hand, Oaken; Kilee Ed-
wards, Housekeeper; Cate 
Kirby, Handmaiden; Jay Pe-

terson, Jacob Staley, Bryan 
Smith, guards.

Ensemble members are 
Elizabeth Alexander, Kyndall 
Ball, Myah Bartos, Alaina 
Boren, Taylor Clark, Lindsay 
Colter, Declan Cooper, Sean 
Dunn, Carter Eastham, Ha-
ley Eldrod, Addilee Gill, Au-
brey Griffin, Addison Han-
sel, Mazie Hawkins, Trevin 
Jernigan, Samantha Kindred, 
Reese Lehman, Bradley Lit-
teral, Audrey Miller, Bella 
Moreschi, Juanita Payne, 
Sylus Plew, Saige Reed, Han-
nah Riggs, Jo Jo Simmons, 
Mirayah Smith, Lilly Staf-
ford, Hannah Waltz, Graci 
Watson, Paige Wilson and 
Rebekah Young-Steelman.

Disney’s “Frozen Jr.” is 
presented through special ar-
rangement with Music The-
atre International.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 
Police Chief announced at 
the Wednesday, Feb. 5, vil-
lage meeting the department 
received a grant to assist in 
outfitting a new patrol vehi-
cle.

Prospect Bank presented 
the Kansas Police Depart-
ment with a $5,000 grant to 
equip the 2011 Ford Expedi-
tion. The village purchased 
the used, low-mileage au-
tomobile in December for 
$18,370. It replaces the de-

partment's Dodge Durango 
squad vehicle. 

“It is fabulous,” said police 
chief Jeff Goodwin.

The board then declared 
the 2006 Dodge Durango 
surplus property before ap-
proving a motion to sell the 
SUV in a sealed bid man-
ner with a minimum bid of 
$3,500. Goodwin said the 
four-wheel drive Durango 
has a 4.7 liter Magnum V-8 
engine with 156,000 miles. 

“I have all the Durango 
service records since I have 
been here,” Goodwin noted. 

The mandatory public 
sale information will be ad-
vertised in the Prairie Press 
Newspaper.

During his monthly report, 
Goodwin said the officers is-
sued four citations, six writ-
ten warnings, 14 verbal warn-
ings and made two criminal 
arrests. Local officers also 
assisted two motorists and 
responded to two accidents 
and three complaints.

The board urged Kansas 
Municipal Water Works em-
ployee Jordan Richardson 
to obtain cost estimates to 

replace the large dehumidifi-
er located in the water plant. 
Richardson said the old unit 
continually freezes-up caus-
ing extremely humid condi-
tions, especially in the sum-
mer, in the plant. The board 
tabled the matter and will 
discuss it further when Rich-
ardson obtains some infor-
mation and estimated prices.

The board approved a mo-
tion to give Kansas resident 
Mary Walker a 20-foot tin-
horn to be installed in the 
ditch when she replaces her 
residential drive with a new 

concrete driveway. While the 
village is supplying the horn, 
it is up to Walker’s contrac-
tor to install it at the correct 
grade.

Board member Steve Hood 
voiced his concern about the 
more than one-half dozen 
derelict homes in the village.

 “I am truly afraid someone 
is going to get hurt or even 
worse,” Hood said. 

Mayor Ross Carrell agreed 
and said he will invite the 
village’s attorney to a future 
board meeting to discuss 
options to address the dilap-

idated and abandoned resi-
dences.

In other matters:
The street and alley de-

partment reported dragging 
the alleys and filling potholes 
during the recent unseason-
ably warm temperatures.
The sanitation and drain-

age department reported 
cleaning sewer drains of wet, 
fallen leaves.
The water department 

will have someone remove 
the scrap metal sitting in 
front of the water depart-
ment's brick building.

Kansas police department receives equipment grant for patrol vehicle

back on the table. The topic 
was introduced during the 
Jan. 22 city meeting. It was 
reported at that time city 
works supervisor Thad Ar-
rasmith wants to include his 
wife on his health insurance 
but doing so requires almost 
all of his take home pay.

Chrisman provides health 
insurance to employees at 
a 90-10 split with the city 
paying 90 percent of the 
premium and the employees 
responsible for 10 percent of 
the cost.

That formula requires the 
city to pay $650 per month 
for each employee using the 
city’s health insurance bene-
fit. 

Alexander said offering 
spouse coverage with a 50-
50 split on the premium will 

raise the city’s monthly pay-
ment to more than $1,100 for 
Arrasmith and require him to 
pay approximately $600 per 
month toward the premium 
bill. The monthly bill could 
go up if other employees 
want to include spouses.

“We need to find some 
better rates than this,” said 
Owen.

According to Crispin, 
the only way to offer an op-
tion for employees to add a 
spouse onto the policy is by 
scaling down to provide less 
coverage.

“If we do that, we are tak-
ing away from the other em-
ployees,” said Wolfe. 

The issue of providing an 
option for spouse health in-
surance was tabled for more 
research.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Aiden Creech, left, and Wyatt Parrish, right, practice their duet for the Crestwood School produc-
tion of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A pensive Queen Elsa worries about the effects of her powers after unleashing a storm on her 
subjects in the kingdom of Arendelle. Madison Huffman plays Elsa in the Crestwood School 
production of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Male leads in the Crestwood production of “Disney Frozen Jr.” are: seated Koen Brinkerhoff 
as King Agnar; and standing left to right Jace Hand as Oaken, Wyatt Parrish as Kristoff, Aiden 
Creech as Sven and Gaige Burks as Hans.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Gaige Burks, right, as Hans woos the gullible Princess Anna, played by Addison Martin, to further 
his nefarious plan in “Disney Frozen Jr.” Crestwood students are busy rehearsing the musical for 
three performances next weekend.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Piper Mitchell, as the possibly not too bright snowman Olaf, sings about the joys of summer while 
other cast members frolic with beach balls during a number in the Crestwood School production 
of “Disney Frozen Jr.”
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Junior 
League 
winding 
down
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The 2019-2020 Paris 
Junior League basketball 
season is winding down 
with the 2020 City League 
Tournament looming.

COLTS 29, EAGLES 18
The Colts jumped out 

to a 15-8 lead during the 
opening quarter but the 
Eagles put themselves in a 
better position during the 
second period, trailing just 
17-14 at halftime. The Ea-
gles scored just four points 
the remainder of the game 
while the Colts scored 12 
to take a 29-18 win.

Dylan Flores set the gym 
floor on fire for the Colts as 
he scored 16 points. Kaid-
en Culpepper added five 
points and Braylen Mills 
was credited four points. 
Jordan Eden and Skyler 
Sweet each had a basket. 

Carson Throneburg, 
Mason Barrett and Landon 
Gerberding led the Ea-
gles with four points each. 
Hunter Quinn, Lane Tess-
man and Logan Gerberd-
ing each had two points.

CARDINALS 22, BEARS 19
The Bears took a 3-0 lead 

after the first quarter, even-
tually ceding the advantage 
to the Cardinals at 6-5 
during halftime. 

In the third quarter, the 
Bears were able to add 
eight points to the board 
but were still outscored by 
the Cardinals’ 10 points.  
The Cardinals and Bears 
matched each other with 
six points each in the 
fourth quarter, eventually 
leading to the 22-19 Cardi-
nal win. 

Carter Eastham led 
the Cardinals with seven 
points. Benton Wilson and 
Dylan Lucas each had four 
points. Carter Crippes had 
three points and Matthew 
Goodwin and Myah Bartos 
each had two points. 

Parker Sanders was the 
top scorer for the Bears 
with eight points. Gabriel 
Roush finished with four 
points and Conner Little 
had three points. Charlie 
Ford and Brody Stults end-
ed with two points each.

PANTHERS 39, LIONS 10
The Panthers continued 

their winning season by 
defeating the Lions 39-10. 

The first quarter saw the 
Panthers jump out to a 
16-2 lead, eventually lead-
ing to a 25-2 advantage at 
halftime. 

The Lions were unable 
to close the gap in the third 
quarter, trailing 31-4 after 
the period before falling 
39-10. 

Sixth-graders Carter 
Delashmitt and Sean Dunn 
led the Panthers with eight 
points each. Kipton Brad-
ford and Dawson Rogers 
each had six points. Na-
than Delashmitt and Storm 
Miller each produced four 
points. Karic Mason had a 
bucket and Bryson Brown 
had a free throw.

The Lions had three 
players get in the books 
as Brody Quinn had six 
points while Jarrel Hallorn 
and Mack Kuglin each had 
two.

See LEAGUE, Page 10A
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Lady Tigers finish perfect
Paris takes down Lawrenceville, Altamont to complete undefeated regular season 31-0

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
& DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

ALTAMONT — To say the 
Paris Lady Tigers have a target 
on their back as the number 
one team in Class 2A girls bas-
ketball would be a fair assess-
ment — and the Altamont 
Lady Indians gave them all 
they could handle in a 60-43 
road win for Paris Friday.

The game against the Class 
1A 10th ranked team was neck 
and neck until the fourth 
quarter — but as has been the 
case all season the 31-0 Lady 
Tigers played as team — Fri-
day was a major test. 

Paris was without injured 
starting guard Karrington 
Krabel who turned her ankle 
Thursday on Senior Night 
at PHS. Coach Dave Tin-
gley was forced to call on his 
bench to step up in new roles. 
Altamont was marking its se-
nior night and had designs 
from the tipoff of ending the 
Lady Tigers perfect season. 

Altamont took the lead in 
the first, and actually came 
back to tie it, before some sti-
fling defense from the Lady 
Tigers, as well as some dead 
eye free throw shooting in the 
latter stages helped put the 
game away. 

Paris Coach Dave Tingley 
was a little emotional after the 
back and forth game. 

“Our girls are just so resil-
ient, there is no other way to 

say it,” he said. “We have had 
key girls out before, but I told 
them tonight, this is such a 
great opportunity to prove to 
ourselves we can win down a 
key player.”

Tingley said fans were ask-
ing all day about Krabel. “It’s 
obvious how well we do with 
her, but proving we can in 

this condition makes us that 
much better,” he said.

The Lady Indians came out 
firing on all cylinders in the 
opening quarter, going up 
8-5 halfway through. A rare 
three-pointer from senior 
Kelsie Crampton put Paris 
back out in front 13-10. Sarah 
Isaf started the hot free throw 

shooting for the Lady Tigers 
late in the first, but the Lady 
Indians kept the game close at 
19-15 Paris. 

The teams traded threes 
to open the second quarter. 
Altamont cut the Paris lead 
to 23-22, before three point-
ers from Isaf and freshman 
Trinity Tingley provided 

Paris some breathing room. 
Altamont worked well cre-
ating their own shots on the 
night — hitting seven threes 
in the game — as well as 
working inside to their post 
players. Buckets from Rigdon 
and Crampton in the last two 
minutes of the quarter sent 
the Lady Tigers into the lock-
er room at halftime up 33-28. 

Both teams struggled in the 
opening minutes of the third 
— but it was not due to slop-
py play —  as Paris had only 
six turnovers on the evening. 

Approaching the halfway 
mark of the third, Jenna Gates 
sunk a pair of free throws 
to make it 36-30. Altamont 
answered with a three point-
er, and tied it up at 36 with 
an offensive rebound, with 
three minutes left. Sarah Isaf 
stepped up with two free 
throws and a bucket to give 
Paris some breathing room 
into the fourth. 

Once Maddy Rigdon 
opened the quarter with a 
deep three to go up 43-36, the 
Lady Tigers knew it was all 
they needed to put the clamps 
on Altamont. 

Between the last three min-
utes of the third and first three 
minutes of the fourth, the 
Paris team allowed only four 
points by the Lady Indians, 
while at the same time getting 
clutch drives from Isaf to ex-
tend the lead. 

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It’s true the Paris Lady Tigers can put points up on the board but their tenacious defense has put 
away many teams with designs on ending the Paris undefeated season. Against a tough Altamont 
team Friday evening, the Paris defense was focused as pictured by Madyson Rigdon, right, and 
Sarah Isaf left. The Lady Tigers held Altamont to only seven points in the fourth quarter to pull 
away for a 60-43 win.

See UNDEFEATED, Page 10A

Tough 
loss for 
Tigers

TCT girls ready for regionals
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

FARMER CITY — The 
Tri-County girls’ basketball 
team ended the regular sea-
son on a high note this past 
week, defeating Blue Ridge 
65-26 to clinch the Lincoln 
Prairie Conference regular 
season title, as well as their 
14th win in a row. 

As the ball tipped, the Ti-
tans showed why they were 
the top team of the LPC, 
jumping out to a 24-4 lead 
after the opening quarter and 
cruising from there taking a 
65-26 win. Tayler Barry led 
the way with 21 points and 
two steals while Bella Dud-
ley added 19 points, five re-
bounds, and four assists. Kay-
lin Williams had seven points 
and four steals. Melia Eskew 
chipped in five steals in the 
win.

TCT 60, OKAW VALLEY 14
On Monday night, the 

team honored its eight seniors 
in a contest against Okaw Val-
ley, winning the game 60-14. 

Titans Head Coach Joe 
Morrisey gave the starting nod 
to five of his seven seniors — 
Izzy Carroll, Lillie Cox, Emi-
ly Barrow, Gwen Morris and 
Madison Barrow — to begin 
the quarter and got the ear-
ly lead on two free throws by 
Cox. However, the rest of the 
offense struggled that led to 
Coach Morrisey putting in his 
regular starters late in the quar-
ter and Tayler Barry scored 
five of Tri-County’s nine 
points. The T-Wolves managed 
five points from Mia Harris to 
stay close only trailing 9-6 after 
the first eight minutes.

The second stanza saw 
Tri-County explode out of the 
gate as Barry racked up point 

after point with 12 points 
while Bella Dudley also got 
to work scoring seven points 
as part of their 29-point bar-
rage.  The pressure defense 
of the Titans rattled Okaw 
Valley to just four points. The 
quarter ended with a bang as 
Kaylin Williams banked in a 
three pointer as time expired 
giving the Titans a 38-10 lead 
at the break.

Tri-County continued to 
score at will in the third quar-
ter with 20 points while the 
T-Wolves couldn’t figure out 
the Titan defense, only hitting 
one basket for two points as 
Tri-County held a 58-12 lead 
going into the final stanza.

With the game secured and 
going into running clock, the 
five seniors that started the 
game came back in to finish 
up the contest with two free 
throws from Izzy Carroll. Just 

like the third quarter, Okaw 
Valley couldn’t find the bot-
tom of the bucket hitting only 
one more shot for two points 
as the Titans polished off the 
46-point win.

TCT was 25-56 from the 
field and 6-11 from the free 
throw line. Tayler Barry led all 
scorers with 21 points while 
Bella Dudley added 11 points 
and Melia Eskew had seven in 
the win.

Okaw Valley went only 
6-37 from the field and 1-4 
from the line. 

The Titans (24-5, 9-0 LPC) 
will play in the regional semi-
finals in Neoga on Tuesday 
against the winner of the 
Martinsville Blue Streaks/
Casey-Westfield Warriors 
first round game that will be 
played on Monday.  Tip time 
is set for 6 p.m. at Neoga High 
School.

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

LA SALETTE — The 
Paris Tigers basketball 
team was looking for any 
way to get end its losing 
streak — and they came 
oh so close Tuesday eve-
ning.

The Tigers came from 
behind in the second half, 
only to narrowly lose 55-
53 to the La Salette Lions. 
The raucous atmosphere 
from their small but en-
gaged student section in 
their smaller gym was 
noticed by Paris Coach 
Chase Brinkley. 

“We don’t usually see 
this on the road. The atmo-
sphere up there is second 
to none,” Brinkley said. 
“I would say the atmo-
sphere alone gives them 
a 10-point swing in their 
advantage on most nights.” 

Paris got out to a solid 
lead as both teams took 
some possessions to get 
into the flow of the game. 
Mason Hutchings punc-
tuated the Paris lead with 
a three to make it 9-4. 
Jude Sullivan and Coy 
Landrum added scores for 
Paris in the quarter to keep 
it 15-9 Paris. 

La Salette turned up 
their offense in the second 
quarter, focusing on get-
ting the ball to Garcia and 
Carlisle, their two primary 
scorers. Carlisle contribut-
ed seven of his 11 points 
in the quarter, while the 
Lions slowly came back 
on Paris and their quiet 
offense. 

See PARIS, Page 10A

Titans pushing through schedule
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County boys’ basketball 
team held off Sangamon Val-
ley this past week, winning the 
contest 58-50. 

Tri-County got out to a 
quick 6-0 lead, before Sangam-
on Valley cut the Titan lead to 
12-8. The Titans got a boost 
from Mitch Pollock during the 
first quarter as he scored eight 
of Tri-County’s 18 points with 
the duo of CJ Eakle and Jack 
Armstrong adding four points 
each.  Sangamon Valley ended 
the first eight minutes with a 
slim 20-18 lead.

Tri-County started the sec-
ond quarter on an 11-0 run 
consisting of points in transi-
tion with Eakle scoring six in 

that time frame. The first San-
gamon Valley points came at 
the 4:10 mark on a bucket by 
Cameron Calhoun to break 
the Titan run.  Despite that, 
the Titans kept up the pres-
sure up as Eakle added a final 
bucket to score eight and Cole 
McClain put in seven points as 
Tri-County finished with a 38-
26 lead heading into halftime. 

The Titans continued to pester 
their opponent en route to a 48-
39 lead heading into the fourth.

Sangamon Valley had several 
opportunities to flip the mo-
mentum in the fourth quarter 
but was unable to overcome the 
Tri-County lead, falling 58-50. 

TCT was 23-57 overall and 
11-18 from the line.  CJ Eakle 
led the way with a game-high 
17 points while Cole McClain 

added 14 and Mitch Pollock 
had 13.  Jack Armstrong just 
missed out on being the fourth 
Titan player in double figures 
chipping in nine in the win.

SV was 17-71 overall and 
10-14 from the line.  Dakota 
Floyd finished with 12 while 
the duo of Cameron Calhoun 
and Connor Fryman finished 
with 11 points each.

DECATUR LSA 72, TCT 62
ARCOLA — Just days be-

fore the victory, Tri-County 
ended its run in the Lincoln 
Prairie Conference tourna-
ment with a sixth-place finish 
after falling to Decatur LSA 
71-62. 

A slow start stunted the 
Tri-County efforts early in the 
game as the team fell behind 

35-25 at the halftime break. 
The Titans managed to cut into 
the deficit with 22 points in the 
third quarter down 50-47. The 
rally was not enough though as 
Decatur LSA outscored them 
21-15 in the fourth quarter to 
take the 71-62 victory. 

McClain led the Titans 
with 23 points and three as-
sists while Jack Armstrong 
backed up a solid Friday night 
game with a double-double 
scoring 13 points, four blocks 
and grabbing 10 rebounds. 
Mitch Pollock had 13 points 
and six rebounds and CJ Eak-
le grabbed seven rebounds 
to go with six points in the 
loss.  Tri-County was 26-63 
from the field. Tri-County at-
tempted just one free throw 
throughout the contest. 
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Once Isaf pushed them 
into a double digits lead at 52-
40 with a three point foul play, 
the Lady Tigers wore down 
the clock, forcing Altamont 
to foul. 

The Lady Indians strug-
gled from the field, as Paris 

was able to corral the need-
ed defensive rebounds. Paris 
continued to show its mental 
toughness, icing the game 
from the line with six straight 
free throws from Isaf and 
Gates that ultimately contrib-
uted to their 21 of 25 shooting 
performance from the line for 
the contest. 

 “Altamont is a very good 
team, and we knew they 
would be waiting for us. They 
had a ton of intensity and cre-
ated a ton of good shots. It’s 
just a good prep for us know-
ing Sullivan is waiting in the 
regionals, and what kind of 
experience we might get from 
that.” 

PARIS 64, LAWRENCEVILLE 34
There was more excitement 

in the air at Paris High School 
Thursday on senior night as 
the Paris Lady Tigers had 
their sights set on being the 
first team in school history to 
reach the 30-win mark.

Though the 29-win total 
had been reached two times 
previously at PHS, this year’s 
Lady Tiger senior class mem-
bers wanted to etch their 
names into the record books. 
After 32 minutes of action on 
the hardwood, the Lady Ti-
gers reached their goal as they 
dismantled the Lawrenceville 
Lady Indians 64-34. The vic-
tory improved the Tigers to 
30-0 on the season and 8-0 in 
the Little Illini Conference. 

Through this season the 
Tigers have won the North 
American Lighting Thanks-
giving tournament, the 
Charleston Holiday Tourna-
ment, the Little Illini Confer-
ence Tournament and com-
pleted back-to-back regular 
season LIC championships. 

Yet, for all of those accom-
plishments, a bigger goal 
awaits as the journey to the 
IHSA Class 2A state tourna-
ment begins with the regional 
tournament Wednesday in 
Sullivan.

But Thursday night was a 
night full of celebration as a 
huge crowd of Tiger fans ac-
knowledged six seniors. Jenna 
Gates, Sarah Isaf, Kendra Car-

tright, Karrington Krabel and 
Chloe Noel laced them up for 
the final time on their home 
court for the regular season. 
If the Lady Tigers win the Sul-
livan regional, the IHSA 2A 
sectional will be right back on 
the Paris home floor.

As is their habit, the Lady 
Tigers jumped out to an early 
lead, then coasted to the easy 
win. 

The victory did not come 
without a cost. Halfway 
through the second quarter, 
senior Karrington Krabel was 
defending a Lawrenceville 
player right in front of the Ti-
ger student section. She man-
aged to kick the ball that was 
intended for a Lawrenceville 
teammate but when she came 
down, her other foot struck 
the side of another Tiger de-
fender severely rolling her an-
kle. She did not return to the 
court and was carried off by 
the training staff. 

Up until that point, the 
Lady Tigers rode the hot 
shooting of Isaf and Madyson 
Rigdon as the two combined 
for 22 of the Tigers’ 24 points 
in the quarter. Paris led 24-8 

at the first stop. 
With the well-being of their 

teammate squarely on their 
minds, Paris was outscored in 
the second quarter 11-8, but 
still held a 32-19 lead at inter-
mission.

The third quarter was much 
of what the Paris faithful have 
been accustomed to as the 
Tigers outscored Lawrencev-
ille 19-5 to force the running 
clock in the fourth quarter 
once again. 

Isaf led the Tigers in scor-
ing with 26 points — includ-
ing three 3-point baskets. 
Rigdon not only held Law-
renceville’s leading scorer 
Jayley Akers to just seven 
points — 15 points below her 
average — she also knocked 
down four 3-pointers to finish 
with 18 points and nine re-
bounds. Trinity Tingley also 
hit a pair of three’s on her way 
to six points, Katelyn Little-
ton — who scored 27 points 
in the junior varsity contest 
— added three, senior Chloe 
Noel made a three, Krabel 
and Gates had two apiece and 
Cartright went 1-2 from the 
charity stripe to finish with 
one.

Paris will now look towards 
the second season as IHSA 
regional action gets underway 
Wednesday night at Sullivan 
High School. 

The top-seeded Tigers will 
face the winner of the Mar-
shall/Shelbyville game to be 
played on Monday. The Ti-
gers will play at 6 p.m. with 

the game to be televised on 
the Paris Sports Network.

PARIS 72, OKAW CHRISTIAN 20
Playing on a rare Tuesday 

evening, the Paris Lady Tigers 
drew a big home crowd that 
saw them dispatch the Arthur 
Okaw Christian Riders, 72-
20. 

Just like their other games 
this season, the Lady Tiger 
fastbreak machine was in full 
swing, accounting for turn-
overs well into the range of 
double digits, adding to the 
“blink and you’ll miss it” at-
mosphere they have been cre-
ating all year. 

“There were a lot of hus-
tle plays tonight, and it led 
to us rebounding very well,” 
Paris Coach Dave Tingley 
said. “Whether it was our 
half court press — because 
we didn’t use any full court 
tonight — they started to be-
come flustered.” 

Tingley said Okaw Chris-
tian is “a pretty good team in 
their conference and I’m glad 
we got to see them play in a 
zone, as we don’t see that of-
ten and surely we will see it 
later on this month.”

Similar to the Lady Tiger  
game against Robinson, the 
Paris players picked away on 
offense before turning up 
the running game later in the 
first. Their utilization of a half 
court press allowed some fast 
tic-tac-toe passing down to 
the other end. 

Karrington Krabel got in 

the scoring action early with 
eight points off half court 
drives and was able to beat the 
Lady Raiders down the court 
with regularity. Kate Little-
ton made the first of her four 
three pointers, and Trinity 
Tingley sank one of her own 
as the buzzer sounded to put 
the Lady Tigers up 20-5. 

Littleton started off the 
second from deep, and in be-
tween scores from Madyson 
Rigdon and Kelsie Crampton 
on fast breaks, made yet an-
other to force an Arthur time-
out halfway through the quar-
ter, with Paris up 34-6. The 
scoring might have tapered 
down in the last of the sec-
ond, but the action certainly 
did not, as Arthur kept their 
focus and playing hard. Paris 
led at haltime 41-6.

Fouls slowed the game into 
the third. Sarah Isaf helped 
move the fast breaking action 
along in the quarter with ei-
ther leading or finishing the 
fast breaks, as the Lady Tigers 
were again off to the races. 
Krabel poured in six more 
points to make the score 56-9, 
and sending the starters to the 
bench. 

The new rotation of Kate 
Littleton, Emma Henderson, 
and the freshman contingent 
of Trinity TIngley, Kendra 
Young and Deming Hawkins 
played out the quarter, going 
up 65-11. 

The Paris post players did 
an excellent job moving the 
ball up the court in transition, 
keeping the offense mov-
ing. Tingley again ended the 
quarter with a three pointer, 
her second of three on the 
night. With a running clock 
in fourth, Katelynn Coombes, 
Chloe Noel and Kendra Cart-
wright helped finish the game 
off. 

“With it being the end of 
the year, in practice we’re fo-
cusing on trying to get specif-
ic with bumping cutters and 
using our hands, to make it 
almost perfect on defense, 
while adding some plays, or 
making small adjustments 
to what we have on offense,” 
Tingley explained. 

Karrington Krabel stuffed 
the stat sheet again for Par-
is, adding to her game high 
22 with five rebounds, three 
assists and five steals. Jenna 
Gates led the way with six 
assists. Paris knocked down 
eight three pointers, half of 
which came from Katelynn 
Littleton, while Trinity Tin-
gley added three others. 

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger point guard Jenna Gates, right, is one of the keys to the Paris undefeated season 
thanks to her aggressive play not only on defense and the half-court and full court press, but her 
assists and steals which lead to fast break opportunities.

LEAGUE
FROM PAGE 9A

HAWKS 34, TIGERS 30
The Tigers put themselves 

in a good position early in 
the game, taking a 10-5 lead 
after the opening quarter. 

The Hawks exploded out of 
the gate in the second quarter 
with 16 points to the Tigers 
seven, taking a 21-17 lead at 
halftime. 

Not to be out done, the 
Tigers outscored the Hawks 
13-6 in the third quarter to 
take a 30-27 advantage. De-
spite the Tiger efforts, they 
were unable to score in the 
final period, falling 34-30 vic-
tory to the Hawks. 

There were eight Hawk 
players helping out on the 
court with scoring. Alivyah 
Lankster lead those players 
with eight points. Madox 

Hutchings was right behind 
with six points. Andre Cal-
houn had five points, Myles 
Dalbey and Brody Bishop 
each had four points. Gavin 
Reed had three points and 
Paisley Reed and Emma Krae-
mer scored two points.

For the Tigers, sixth-grad-
er Brayden Rogers played a 
tough offensive game and 
ended with 11 points. Caison 
Whitaker added seven points 
while Garret Rigdon had five 
points. Landen Taylor put 
four points on the board and 
Levi Bartley had three free 
throws.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

“I thought we did a pretty 
good job early in the game of 
getting downhill and attack-
ing their big man, Garcia, who 
was a force all night. Even 
when he was in foul trouble, 
he caused problems at both 
ends.” Brinkley said. 

Even with Hutchings and 
Sullivan contributing, La Sal-
lete was able to go on an 11-1 
run in the latter part of the 
second quarter. The quarter 
ended in their favor as a loose 
ball deflected off a players 
shoes and rolled to Martin 
of La Salette, who drained a 
three two seconds before the 
buzzer. 

“We told the guys at half-
time that if Garcia was de-
fending a guard, we needed to 
spread the floor out and attack 
his hips if he was guarding a 
post, and to sit down on the 
block and our guards need to 
deliver a pass,” Brinkley said. 
“We talk about staying on one 
side of the floor, or keeping 
the ball out of the paint.”

Jude Sullivan caught fire 
from the three-point line 
coming out of halftime, drain-
ing three attempts in a row to 

put Paris up five. La Salette 
began to make three pointers 
in the third, but it subsisted as 
their only offense, and both 
teams entered what would be 
a tight fourth quarter with the 
score 42-40 La Salette. 

Both teams played evenly 
until the final two minutes 
when Paris pulled ahead on 
a Hutchings to Garrett King 
fast break, to finally re take the 
lead 51-50, and forcing a Li-
ons timeout. La Salette made 
two free throws on the next 
possession, but Paris coun-
tered with a possible missed 
foul call on a drive. The Tigers 
sent them to the line, but they 
missed their first bonus free 
throw. 

Hutchings countered with 
an elbow jumper to go up 53-
52 with under a minute left, 
and La Salette answered with 
a backcut layup to go back up 
54-53 with 25 seconds left. 
Paris called a timeout and got 
a Jude Sullivan free throw line 
jumpshot that rimmed out. 
LA Salette was fouled and 
split their free throws, and 
with 3.2 seconds left, a long 
halfcourt heave from Hutch-
ings missed. 

“You have to give their guys 
a ton of credit. They made 
some tough shots and some 
tough plays right along with 
it. We focused on stopping 
Garcia all night, and they 
were able to step up and make 
plays,” Brinkley said. 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Newton’s future unknown
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 

(AP) — While Cam 
Newton remains optimis-
tic about his chances of 
playing for the Carolina 
Panthers next season, the 
team is remaining mostly 
silent on the quarterback’s 
future.

“He’s rehabbing, that’s 
all I can say,” Panthers 
general manager Marty 
Hurney told The Associ-
ated Press in reference to 
the foot injury that caused 
Newton to miss the final 
14 games last season.

Hurney refused to an-
swer several follow-up 
questions about Newton’s 
future with the team or the 
comments the QB made 
recently at the Super Bowl 
were he said he’s “absolute-
ly” certain he’ll be back in 
Carolina. 

Newton described on 
the Tiki & Tierney radio 
show last week an “un-
believable conversation” 
with Panthers owner Da-
vid Tepper, new coach 
Matt Rhule and Hurney.

“I left that meeting in-
spired,” Newton said on 
the show “I told them, 
‘You won’t find another 
person in that locker room 
with more to prove — not 
only to you, but I got to 
prove to myself.’”

But Hurney isn’t dis-
cussing that meeting — or 
much else.

The Panthers haven’t 
given any assurances they 
plan to bring Newton back 
next season. And the reali-
ty is they might not know 
at this point what direction 
they’re headed with the 
31-year-old former league 
MVP.

Tepper has previously 
said the team would wait 
to see how Newton re-
sponds to rehabilitation 
following surgery on his 
foot before making any 
decisions about the QB. 
Hurney declined to say 
how that rehab is going 
or when the team expects 
Newton to be healthy.

The Panthers are em-
barking on a major re-

building process after hiring 
a college head coach in Rhule 
and a young offensive coor-
dinator in Joe Brady. At LSU, 
Brady was the Tigers passing 
game coordinator. Quarter-
back Joe Burrow helped lead 
the team to a national title.

The Panthers have also lost 
perennial Pro Bowl lineback-
er Luke Kuechly to retirement 
and released 34-year-old vet-
eran tight end Greg Olsen.

That has brought into ques-
tion why the team would want 
to bring back Newton when 
they appear to be headed in a 
different direction.

Newton has struggled in re-
cent years, losing his last eight 
starts for the Panthers while 
battling through shoulder and 
foot issues. He played only 
two games last season and 

failed to throw a touchdown 
pass. He was a non-factor 
in the run game, which has 
been his strength through the 
years.

There is a huge financial el-
ement to consider, too.

Newton is entering the final 
year of a five-year, $103.8 mil-
lion contract extension. He’s 
scheduled to cost $21.1 mil-
lion under this season’s salary 
cap, but the team could free 
up $19 million in cap space 
by trading or releasing the 
league’s 2015 Most Valuable 
Player. So if the team parts 
ways with Newton, they’d 
only be on the hook for a $2 
million cap hit in 2020.

Tepper said in December 
that his focus is avoiding the 
“long-term mediocrity” that 
has plagued the franchise.NFL elects 2020 HOF

MIAMI (AP) — He grew 
his hair so long, it flowed out 
of his helmet and obscured the 
name on the back of his jersey. 

Didn’t matter. Everyone 
knew where to find Troy Pol-
amalu on Sundays. 

The Steelers great earned a 
spot in the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame along with another 
hard-hitting safety, Steve At-
water of Denver. Also voted in 
Saturday were receiver Isaac 
Bruce, running back Edger-
rin James and guard Steve 
Hutchinson.

Polamalu said he went six 
or seven years, maybe longer, 
without cutting his hair during 
the prime of a career that lasted 
from 2003-14. 

Selected in his first year of 
eligibility, Polamalu was a four-
time All-Pro, was voted to eight 
Pro Bowls and finished with 
two Super Bowl rings in three 
trips. His rambling, cross-the-
field fourth-quarter pick-six 
against Joe Flacco in the 2008 
AFC title game cemented the 
win and was a highlight of what 
might have been his best sea-
son; he had seven interceptions 
that year and the Steelers won 
the Super Bowl.

Polamalu will go in the 
same year as Pittsburgh coach 
Bill Cowher and defensive 
back Donnie Shell, each of 
whom were voted in as part 
of the hall’s special centennial 

class designed to celebrate the 
NFL”s 100th year. 

“It’s a huge blessing to go 
in with Coach Cowher and 
a tremendous honor to go in 
with Donnie Shell because the 
Steelers’ defenses in the ‘70s 
laid our foundation,” Polamalu 
said. 

An offensive lineman did 
make it, though. It was Steve 
Hutchinson, who played guard 
for the Seahawks, Vikings and 
Titans over a 12-year career. 
He’d been a finalist in all three 
years since becoming eligible 
and broke through in this, a 
class that didn’t include any 
slam dunks — or a single quar-
terback among the list of final-
ists.

Atwater made it — in his 
16th year of eligibility, no 
less. — and became the first 
home-grown Broncos defend-
er to join the hall. (An honor 
many in Denver believe should 
belong to Orange Crush line-
backer Randy Gradishar.)

Though receivers were 
mostly at risk, it was his shoul-
der-to-shoulder disintegration 
of 250-pound Chiefs running 
back Christian Okyoe, “The 
Nigerian Nightmare,” while 
mic’d up on “Monday Night 
Football” in 1990 that truly put 
Atwater on the map. 

James was a bastion of ver-
satility and durability. A flashy 
first-round draft pick out of 

Miami, James made a name for 
himself with his ability to carve 
out room on the ground while 
playing in Peyton Manning’s 
offense with the Colts from 
1999-2005. 

“Started With Gold Teeth, 
Ended With a Gold Jacket,” 
James posted on social media 
after receiving the word.

James finished with more 
than 3,300 yards receiving and 
more than 12,000 yards rush-
ing. He won the NFL rushing 
title in 1999 and 2000, no small 
thing given Manning was rev-
ving up his career at the time. 
James joins Colts wideout 
Marvin Harrison in the hall, 
which will give Manning more 
company next year when he’ll 
be a shoo-in to join them on his 
first ballot.

Bruce was a headliner in 
“The Greatest Show on Turf,” 
the pass-happy attack run by 
Hall of Fame quarterback Kurt 
Warner when the Rams were 
in St. Louis. This was Bruce’s 
sixth season of eligibility and 
his fourth time as a finalist. 

His 15,208 yards receiving 
over 16 seasons were second 
in the NFL record book when 
he retired in 2009. But he was 
never selected an AP All-Pro, 
and some critics dismissed his 
stats as being more a sign of his 
longevity and the passing era 
he played in than any mark of 
true greatness.

Special to The Prairie Press

Hall of Fame Class of 2020, stand on stage at the NFL Honors football award show prior to the 
Super Bowl in Miami. Among those elected were St. Louis Rams great Isaac Bruce, Indianapolis Colt 
Edgetown James, Steeler Troy Polamalu and Bears great Jimbo Colvert.
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ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

ATTENTION 
 

FORMER EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED AT:  

Twin Lakes Rehab and Health Care

The law firm of Hughes Socol Piers Resnick &
Dym, Ltd. is investigating whether Petersen

Health Care violated Illinois law by not
correctly calculating all vacation pay owed to

employees when they left the company. 
 

If you worked at the above location and your
vacation pay was not correctly calculated, then
you may be able to recover unpaid wages, as
well as penalties and reasonable attorneys'

fees.
 

Please call Chris Wilmes at 312.604.2636 if
you are interested in discussing your potential

claims with us. 
 

No fees unless you recover. 
 

70 W. Madison St. | Ste. 4000 | Chicago, IL 60602 | hsplegal.com 
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Maryland rallies to beat Illinois 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) 
— With Illinois shredding 
Maryland’s man-to-man de-
fense, Terrapins coach Mark 
Turgeon switched to a zone 
— something the team rarely 
uses outside of practice.

It worked.
Anthony Cowan scored 20 

points and Turgeon’s ninth-
ranked Maryland held on to 
beat No. 20 Illinois 75-66 on 
Friday night.

The Terrapins (19-4, 9-3 
Big Ten) took sole possession 
of first place in the conference 
with the win. Illinois (16-7, 
8-4) fell into second place.

“Great win for us,” Turgeon 
said. “Illinois plays as well as 
anyone in our league. They 
are a talented group with size.”

Illinois led by as many as 14 
points midway through the 
first half, but the Terrapins 
fought back and pulled to 
within 42-40,with a 3-point-
er by Wiggins at the halftime 
buzzer.

Maryland opened the sec-
ond half with an 11-0 run 
to take a lead it never relin-
quished.

“We kind of lost ourselves 
there at first,” Turgeon said. 
“But we utilized the zone and 

it got us back in the game. It 
gave us some confidence.”

Maryland plays mostly a 
man defense, although Tur-
geon said they practice differ-
ent zones.

“We haven’t really shown 
much of our zone,” he said. 
“We practice it every day, and 
today we played it. It worked 
and it really took them out of 
their rhythm.

The switch caught Illinois 
off guard.

“They went zone on us 
and it changed the rhythm of 
the game,” said Illinois coach 
Brad Underwood. “We had 
some unfortunate lineups out 
there because of foul trouble. 
And it worked. They real-
ly controlled the game after 
that.”

Feliz, who has been superb 
off the bench for Illinois this 
season, said the shift from 
man to zone changed the Illi-
ni’s game plan.

“They made some adjust-
ments” he said. “It slowed us 
down and forced us to take 
outside shots.

Darryl Morsell scored 18 
and Eric Ayala added 12 for 
Maryland.

Ayo Dosunmu led Illinois 
with 16 points. Andres Feliz 

added 12.

FIVE TECHNICALS
Emotions were running 

high from the opening tip. 
There were four technical foul 
called in the first half, two on 
the Maryland bench (the first 
on Turgeon) and one each on 
Illinois (Feliz) and Maryland 
(Morsell).

“I don’t want to talk about 
that,” Turgeon said of his 
technical. “I deserved it and 
we moved on.”

Illinois coach Brad Un-
derwood was called for the 
game’s fifth technical foul 
midway through the second 
half for yelling at the referees.

“Eh,” Underwood said, 
shrugging, when asked about 
the foul. “Lots of emotion out 
there tonight.”
A FIRST

The game was the first in 
seven years between two 
ranked teams in Champaign 
(when No. 8 Minnesota de-
feated No. 12 Illinois on Jan. 
9, 2013), and the first Fri-
day night Big Ten game ever 
played at State Farm Center.

BIG PICTURE
It was a huge win for Mary-

land and not an easy one, 

something Turgeon acknowl-
edged after the game.

“We didn’t panic out there,” 
he said. “There were some 
nerves because of how big 
the game was, but we knew 
we were only down by 14 
points (in the first half) and 
we didn’t panic.”

Illinois, which lost by only 
two points in Maryland in De-
cember, looked like it would 
run away with the game early.

“We’ll bounce back,” Un-
derwood said. “We’re game 
out of first place (in the con-
ference). We’re still playing 
for a championship. Nothing 
changed that tonight.”

POLL IMPLICATIONS
Maryland will remain in 

the Top 10, and may move 
up a spot or two. Illinois, after 
back-to-back losses to Iowa 
and Maryland, is in danger of 
slipping out of the Top 25.

UP NEXT
Maryland: Hosts Nebraska 

on Tuesday before traveling 
to No. 16 Michigan State on 
Feb. 15.

Illinois: Hosts No. 16 
Michigan State on Tuesday 
and heads to Rutgers on Feb. 
15.

Special to The Prairie Press

llinois’ DeMonte Williams (20) passes the ball under the basket around Maryland defender Donta 
Scott during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Friday, Feb. 7, in Champaign. The 
Illini fell to Maryland for their second straight loss.

Terrapins switch to 
zone defense and 
hand Illini loss 75-66
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CHOCOLATIER SISTERS HAVE A CRUSH ON CANDY

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Heart-shaped boxes of chocolate and packages of toffee welcome visitors to Brooke’s Candy Co. headquarters in Dana, Ind. 
Unsurprisingly, Valentine’s Day is a big deal at the company, only surpassed in sales by Christmas. Open houses are scheduled 
for today, Feb. 8, followed by the 13th and 14th.

Every few years down in 
the Ohio River bottoms of 
White County, the black 

panther 
appears. 
The key 
word in 
this nev-
er-ending 
legend 
is “few.” 
Just how 
frequent 
are the 
occurrenc-
es?  

Although we can find 
people in any given year 
who swear it’s true, the 
actual alleged contacts be-
tween man and beast seem 
to happen anywhere from 
five to 35 years ago.  

Witnesses always either 
see the phantom panther 
at a distance or hear it’s 
blood-curdling, spine-tin-
gling, terrifying scream. 
The screams are at night 
and, like the sightings, at 
a distance. Furthermore, 
once a contact makes the 
newspaper, others are quick 
to follow.

Some established 
residents laugh it off as 
nonsense. They say the 
same so-called witnesses 
are just as likely to tell about 
sighting flying saucers from 
another world.  Yet many 
credible people argue the 
black panther’s authenticity.

The general theory 
suggested by believers is 
that since the 1950s the 
county’s deer population 
has steadily increased. 
Panthers are the same as 
cougars, they say.  Cougars 
are natural predators of 
deer.  

They like to point out 
the entire eastern U.S. 
was heavily forested in 
pioneer days. Wild game 
was abundant everywhere. 
They tell about Penn State 
University’s team mascot 
– the Nittany Lions – how 
it’s named for a now extinct 
mountain lion, or cougar, 
that inhabited the local 

Myth of 
the big 
black 
panther

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
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BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

DANA, Ind. – Valentine’s Day is extra 
sweet for Brooke Schmidt and Dana Vic-
ars, owners of Brooke’s Candy Co. and 
Brooke’s Naturals in Dana, Ind. Their 
plans for after the holiday will satisfy 
sweet-toothed patrons nationwide

Sisters Schmidt and Vicars began 
Brooke’s Candy Co. 15 years ago with 
the help of their family. They pride them-
selves on using traditional methods and 
all-natural, quality ingredients in their 
candy lineup of chocolate-covered car-
amels, truffles, turtles and their bestsell-
ing almond toffee. 

“We make all our caramel and toffee 
in copper kettles,” explained Schmidt, 
co-owner and president of Brooke’s 
Candy Co. “We use Belgian chocolate 
for all of our chocolates, and everything 
is hand-dipped.”

The approach has gained them a 
following. Music fans may remember 
the company’s goodie bags making a 
splash at the 2015 Grammy Awards. But 
Schmidt and Vicars have not stopped at 
candy – love of sweets and their custom-
ers inspired a venture into the baking 
world. 

One day a customer asked if they had 

any gluten- and rice-free brownie mixes, 
since she was celiac and also intolerant 
of the rice flour many manufacturers use 
instead of wheat flour. The sisters were 
initially daunted, until they looked into 
creating baking mixes and realized it was 
entirely within their talents.

The result was a hit with the custom-
er’s family, who had no idea it was glu-

ten-free, and Brooke’s Naturals was born.
The philosophy of Brooke’s Naturals is 

a gluten-free dessert should be so good, 
no one needs to make a separate dessert 
for family and friends who can safely eat 
gluten. They do this by paying attention 
to texture and taste and consulting the 
experts.

Chocolate made with love
Brooke’s Candy Co., 
Naturals makes Valentine’s 
Day joy last all year long

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Dana Vicars, left, and Brooke Schmidt co-own and operate Brooke’s Naturals and 
Brooke’s Candy Co. out of their hometown of Dana, Ind. Their repertoire of all-nat-
ural, gluten-free and rice-free goodies will soon include the Now Muffin, debuting 
this spring in stores across America.

See BROOKE’S, Page 2B
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How hot is hot? How cold 
can it get? Temperature in 
common use is relative. In the 
winter, 50 degrees feels like 
a tropical heat wave, but the 
same air temperature in the 
summer leaves us chilled. 

Science talks about global 
average temperature of 58.5 
Fahrenheit, sun’s surface being 
10,000 degrees F, or the dark 
side of the moon averaging 
minus 280 F. What is tempera-
ture anyway? To standardize 
and make predictions science 
needs a common definition 
and scale to use in equations.

Temperature is defined as 
the average kinetic energy of 
the molecules in a substance. 
It’s not the total kinetic energy 
but the average. It doesn’t 
depend on the amount of ma-
terial just the average motion 
of the atoms. 

Kinetic energy measures 
the speed of the mass of the 
molecules. It comes from the 
collisions between atoms or 

how hard they hit each other. 
The faster the atoms move the 
harder they hit. The greater 
the molecular mass they more 
energy in the impact. 

As heat energy is put into 
a system, the energy of the 
molecules increases and they 
move faster causing more 
energetic collisions. If the 
material is a solid, the atoms 
are locked in place and only 
collide with neighbors on 
either side. In a liquid, the 
molecules slide over, under 
and around each other but are 
still bound and never leave the 
group. Collisions are less or-
ganized but not that different 
than a solid. In gasses, atoms 
are no longer bound together 
and individual molecules 
zoom around in straight lines 
until they hit something. The 
motion of molecules in a gas 
look somewhat like billiard 
balls being scattered across the 
table.

The crowd at the Super 

Bowl is another analogy for 
states of matter. A solid is like 
the fans assigned to their seats 

and not able 
to move 
from that 
place. They 
can organize 
a wave but 
have to stay in 
place. A liquid 
is analogous 
flowing lines 
of fans to get 
to restroom 
and conces-

sions. They move as a connect-
ed mass but slip around and 
past each other. Gas models are 
closer to the chaotic motion of 
cars exiting the parking lot with 
each moving for itself in rapid 
spurts until there is a collision.

There is no practical limit 
for how fast molecules can 
move. The more heat energy 
put into a system the faster 
the molecules move and the 
higher the temperature. Other 

than the speed of light for 
motion limitation energy can 
be concentrated for higher 
temperatures. Going in the 
other direction, cold quickly 
leads to limits.

What is the coldest possible 
temperature? That was asked 
and answered by Guillaume 
Amontons, a Frenchman who 
lost his hearing as a child and 
never went to college. He 
sorted out the basic concept in 
1702 with experiments show-
ing air pressure is proportional 
to temperature. 

Everybody has observed 
this relationship. Air pressure 
in tires drops when it gets cold 
and more air must be added to 
keep the tires at full inflation. 
Amontons extrapolated his 
charts and predicted a min-
imum temperature at which 
pressure would drop to zero. 

In 1848, the Scott-Irish 
physicist William Thomson 
(better known as Lord Kelvin) 
extended this work and 

defined absolute temperature. 
He set absolute zero on his 
scale as 0 Kelvin. Temperature 
decreases as atoms slow down 
and absolute zero he believed 
was the point all motion 
would stop. Absolute zero is 
-460 Fahrenheit but physicists 
standardize on the Kelvin (K) 
scale where it is 0 K.

Absolute zero is the lowest 
possible temperature. It’s the 
point no heat energy remains 
in a substance. At this point 
all particles of nature have 
minimal vibrational motion, 
retaining only quantum me-
chanical vibrations.

In the mid to late 1800s, 
physicists were figuring out 
how to liquefy air. The first liq-
uid oxygen and nitrogen were 
produced by compression and 
refrigeration and then letting 
the gas expand. When volume 
increases the temperature 
drops. Think about holding 
the experience of holding a 
finger on an aerosol can where 

the spray is freezing. Gas 
expansion is how refrigeration 
compressors cool. The field of 
cryogenics and super cold was 
started with liquefied gasses. 

Oxygen liquefies at minus 
297 F and nitrogen becomes a 
liquid at minus 320 F. On the 
absolute Kelvin scale, minus 
320 F is equal to 77 K. At this 
temperature rubber becomes 
as brittle glass and the fibers of 
a ripe banana solidify enough 
to hammer nails. Oxygen 
atoms move at 1,500 feet per 
second at room temperature. 
Even as a liquid, oxygen mole-
cules are moving at hundreds 
of feet per second. 

Helium was not liquefied 
until 1908. It has almost no 
attraction for other atoms, 
which is necessary for it to 
bind and become a liquid. 
Liquid helium is 4 K or minus 
452 F which is only 8 degrees 
above absolute zero. 

Continuing to reach lower 

Super cold has some bizarre but intriguing results

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

Good Saturday morning 
from the happiest place on 
Earth – my garage – which 
actually 
isn’t a ga-
rage, but it 
is a garage 
when it 
isn’t being 
used as 
my office, 
storage 
space, junk 
room or 
whatever 
else Karen 
decides to call it on any spe-
cific day. Maggie and I have 
declared the neighborhood 
safe from varmints and she 
took my spot in bed and is 
sleeping soundly there.  

As I flipped through the 
headlines the past week, I 
see the world was fixated 
on the halftime show of 
the Super Bowl and if Fox 
and the NFL introduced 
the children of the U.S. 
to pornography. The 
coronavirus has taken the 
world by storm and the 
local news shared a story 
about a man who got a box 
from China he thought was 
full of coronavirus (true 
story). And at least two 
stories about racist remarks 
being made against Hispan-
ics and other minorities, 
which are becoming more 
commonplace.  

When I was a young 
lad growing up in the 
huge metropolis of Paris 
we were dirt poor. I had 
an absentee father and 
my mother worked long 
hours to provide for three 
growing boys. We never 
had a lot, but we had more 
than some people. One 
thing my mother instilled 
into my brothers and me 
was to respect others and to 
treat them as we wanted to 
be treated. This was drilled 
into our heads from the 
time we were old enough 
to understand: Do unto 
others as you would have 
others do unto you.  

We were taught to re-
spect our elders, our neigh-
bors and especially those 
who were different than we 
were. I never thought we 
had a problem with racism 
in our little community, 
but years later I realize it 
existed. I’ve a close friend 

Difference 
in values

GARY
BUTLER
A SIMPLER 
TIME

See BUTLER, Page 9B
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“Everything we made, we’ve 
taste-tested with our kids to 
make sure everyone likes it,” 
said Vicars, who is co-owner 
and vice president. 

Brooke’s candy and mixes 
soon branched into retail. Cur-
rently, Baesler’s Market chain 
carries baking mixes, toffee 
and frozen brownies, and Syc-
amore Winery in Terre Haute, 
Ind., sells prepackaged almond 
toffee.

Breaking onto store shelves 
was a switch from selling choc-
olate locally.

“We evolved, definitely, be-
cause we went retail,” Schmidt 
said.

Specifically, they learned 
to diversify, think on a broad 
scale and consider how long 
products last in the stores. 
The retail experience fed their 
next dream: becoming a major 
name in the gluten-free mar-
ket. Pursuing that has required 
even more changes, like work-
ing with a brand development 
firm, focusing on only their 
best products and inventing 
new ones. 

Their year and a half of hard 
work is about to pay off. This 
spring, Brooke’s Naturals will 
introduce themselves to Amer-
ica through their latest cre-
ation, the Now Muffin.

Now Muffins are sin-
gle-serving, just-add-water 

desserts in a cup, made with 
Brooke’s trademark dedication 
to taste and good ingredients. 
Schmidt and Vicars are eager-
ly counting down the weeks 
until their creation debuts this 
spring.

“We’re really excited and we 
know this will be our number 
one product come this sum-
mer,” said Schmidt.  

Through retail sales and 
their online store, they intend 
to prove it is possible to go big 
and go home. The plan is to 
take on a contract packager, or 
copacker, to help them distrib-
ute their desserts nationwide 
without having to buy expen-
sive packing equipment them-
selves. This strategy puts mon-
ey back under the company so 
they can grow and keep their 
beloved Dana as their center of 
operations. 

The sisters’ joy and dedi-
cation make it obvious their 
heart-shaped chocolate boxes 
and shelves of dessert are pop-
ular for the same reason: they 
are made with love, to love.

Anyone wanting to find tru-
ly special treats for their signif-
icant others – or themselves – 
can attend Brooke’s Candy Co. 
Valentine’s Day open houses 
9 a.m.-noon today, Feb. 8 and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 13 and 14 
at the company’s headquarters, 
241 Maple Street, Dana. 

All of their products are 
available online at www.
brookescandyco.com.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE – Jason 
Tegeler of Paris graduated 
from Lakeview College of 
Nursing during the college's 
fall commencement cere-
mony held in Danville. He 
earned a bachelor of science 
in nursing degree through 
the college's Charleston lo-
cation. A graduate of Paris 
High School and a 2016 
graduate of Lake Land Col-
lege, he is married to Amber 
Tegeler of Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

GALESBURG – Han-
nah Hamlin of Kansas was 
named to the Knox College 
Dean's List of distinguished 
students for the 2019 Fall 
Term. To be named to the 
Dean's List, a student must 
have earned at least 2.5 
credits in the term, with a 
grade point average of 3.6 
or better on a 4.0 scale. 
Hamlin is currently study-
ing at Knox College with 
an undecided major.

Hamlin 
makes 
dean’s list

Tegeler 
graduates 
Lakeview 
College of 
Nursing
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TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, Jan. 30. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Marcella Coy, 
TOPS weekly best loser; Jill 
Hoffman, KOPS best loser; 
Ruth Ann Knight, monthly 
best loser; Sue English, best 
exerciser; Janet Embry won 
the walking drawing; and Jan 
Poynter won the food chart 
drawing.

The group posted a col-
lective 25½ miles walked 
during the prior week. 

Tammy Hess’ program 
topic was “Half of My Plate 
Should Be Fruits & Veggies.”

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always wel-
come and more information 
is available by calling 251-

TOPS groups meet
5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, with 14 
members weighing-in and 
12 members attending. 

Club members rec-
ognized were: Jayne Pe-
ters, TOPS weekly loser; 
Carmen Minge, KOPS 
drawing winner and 
KOPS monthly loser; 
Ella Stewart, three-weeks 
loser; Pam Waller, TOPS 
monthly loser.

Sharon Phillips gave 
a program about “Great 
Tips.”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church, with weigh-ins 
from 5:45-6:50 p.m. and 
the meeting starting at 
7 p.m. Visitors and new 
members are always wel-
come and more infor-
mation is available by 
calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-808-0953.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

This Valentine’s box holds truffles, turtles and almond toffee.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!
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area. So, they argue, it’s only 
logical more deer attract more 
cougars.

Amazingly, though, the pan-
ther enthusiasts have difficulty 
producing bodies, much like 
UFO believers never seem to 
produce wreckage of space-
ships or aliens. They never 
yield in arguments, however, 
swearing our government 
keeps all good evidence hidden 
at secret locations.

For some strange reason, the 
panthers of legend are always 
black. The ones in the zoos are 
nearly always tan.

Not many years ago an 
investigative reporter teamed 
with a wildlife biologist to try 
and determine the source of all 
the sightings. They conducted 
hours of interviews and new 
research and concluded that 
around World War One, say 
1918 to 1920, the first of the 
black panther stories took root.  

The two gentlemen have 
ample evidence to support 
their claim, but of course, 

panther believers dismiss their 
theory as rot. According to 
research, the initial encounter 
happened in a heavily wooded 
area next to open farmland.  

Apparently the first witness-
es were the Crecks, a family of 
eight. The entire group claimed 
to have heard a long drawn-
out scream one night, quickly 
followed by another. It was 
perhaps a mile – maybe less – 
to the south.  

The scream sounded like 
“eeeeeeee-e-e-e,” tapering at 
the end. The following night, 
the Crecks and another family 
both reported a repeat of the 
same screams. On the third 
night, a third family claimed 
to see a black panther dashing 
away from their chicken house 
when frightened by noise.

The reporter and biologist 
leaned an elderly couple 
named Scudamore (called 
Skidmore by the entire neigh-
borhood) started this whole 
mess quite innocently. Ellie, 
the wife, yelled a long call to 
her husband, Paul, that supper 
was ready. They ate late for 
some reason. Paul was brewing 

white lightning on the back-40 
in a small shack.

Those who opposed this 
story pointed out Paul is a 
name that doesn’t have the 
extended e sound. They argued 
it might make sense if Ellie’s 
husband’s name was Archie. 
Then it might penetrate the 
still night as “Archeeee-e-e-e”. 
Maybe true, also, if the name 
was Ernie, Jerry, Monte or even 
Leon. But not Paul.   

Well, the investigators never 
gave up. They learned through 
interviews that Paul’s full name 
was Paul Dean. His wife, and 
only his wife, called him by his 
initials, P.D.  Thus she yelled at 
the top of her lungs, “Peedeeee-
e-e-e-.” That revelation made 
their argument sensible.  

Lots of folks agree, but the 
black panther believers will 
never be convinced. Funny 
thing, black panther sightings 
pop up all over the Midwest 
from time to time. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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More than 70 nations 
worldwide have seen a wom-
an lead their governments in 
the modern era. Some have 
been elected, some appointed; 
some served for relatively brief 
terms, while others have left an 
enduring legacy behind them. 

These seven women are 
among the most formidable of 
history’s elected female lead-
ers, in terms of both their time 
in office and the impact they 
had on their nations, as well as 
the world at large. 

SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE - SRI 
LANKA

Elected prime minister of Sri 
Lanka, then known as Ceylon, 
in 1960, Bandaranaike was the 
first woman to be elected head 
of a government in the modern 
world. She had entered poli-

tics the previous year, after her 
husband was assassinated by a 
Buddhist monk while serving 
as prime minister. In the wake 
of his death, Bandaranaike took 
over leadership of the Sri Lan-
ka Freedom Party; she served 
as head of state from 1960-
65 and again from 1970-77. 
Known for nationalizing many 
businesses and establishing a 
state-run economic system, 
she also launched a political 
dynasty: Her daughter, Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, would 
serve as Sri Lanka’s prime min-
ister, and from 1994-2005, its 
first woman president. 

INDIRA GANDHI - INDIA
As the daughter of Jawa-

harlal Nehru (who became 
India’s first prime minister), In-
dira Gandhi joined the move-

ment for independence from 
Britain at an early age, and rose 
to become a key figure in the 
dominant Congress Party. In 
1966, she was appointed party 
leader, and thus prime minis-
ter; she was elected to the post 
the following year, then twice 
re-elected. Gandhi strongly 
supported East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh) in its successful 
war for independence, which 
made India the dominant 
power in South Asia. Defeated 
in 1977 amid popular oppo-
sition, she regained power in 
1980, but was assassinated by 
her own bodyguards in 1984 
in retaliation for ordering the 
army to attack Sikh separatists 
at their holy temple. 

GOLDA MEIR - ISRAEL
By the time Meir became 

Israel’s fourth prime minis-
ter in 1969, she had spent 40 
years serving her nation. Born 
in Ukraine, she immigrated to 
the United States as a child, 
and was raised in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. After moving to 
what was then British Pales-
tine to help establish the state 
of Israel, she became a leading 
spokesperson for the Zionist 
cause during World War II, 
and was one of only two wom-
en to sign Israel’s declaration 
of independence in 1948. As 
prime minister, her efforts to 
negotiate peace between Israel 
and neighboring Arab states 
were halted by the outbreak 
of the Yom Kippur War in Oc-
tober 1973. Meir resigned in 
1974 and died four years later 
of lymphoma, with which she 
had first been diagnosed in 

1965.

MARGARET THATCHER - UNITED 
KINGDOM

Raised in an apartment 
above her family’s grocery 
store, Margaret Thatcher at-
tended Oxford and worked as 
an industrial chemist before 
launching her career in politics. 
She rose through the ranks of 
the Conservative Party, be-
coming its leader in 1975 and, 
four years later, the nation’s first 
female prime minister and the 
first woman to lead a major 
Western country. She took a 
hard line against communism 
— the Soviet press dubbed 
her the “Iron Lady” after one 
speech — and set Britain on 
a rightward path economi-
cally, promoting free-market 

Groundbreaking women leaders
They scored historic victories within their respective countries and left lasting legacies

See LEADERS, Page 4B
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The Presidential Medal 
of Freedom is the highest 
civilian honor in the Unit-
ed States. Originally, Har-
ry S. Truman established 
the “Medal of Freedom” 
to honor people who’d 
demonstrated notable 
service during World War 
II. In 1963, John F. Ken-
nedy reintroduced it as 
the “Presidential Medal of 
Freedom,” which a com-
mander-in-chief could 
bestow for many types of 
service and achievements. 
Since then, U.S. presidents 
have given it to a wide 
range of over 500 people.

Truman established the 
Medal of Freedom on July 
6, 1945, about two months 
after the Nazis surrendered 
and one month before the 
United States dropped nu-
clear bombs on Japan. In-
stead of a presidential hon-
or, it was something that 
the secretaries of State, War 
or Navy could award any-
one who had performed “a 
meritorious act or service” 
that aided the U.S. or one 
of its allies in war.

The first American cit-
izen to receive the award 
was a female immigrant. 
Born in Budapest, Hungary 
in 1902, Anna Rosenberg 
immigrated to the Bronx 
borough of New York City 
with her family in 1912 
and became an American 
citizen in 1919. She was a 
regional manager and re-
gional director of the Social 
Security Board during its 
early years, and became the 
regional director of the War 
Manpower Commission in 
1942. During the last year 
of World War II, she was a 
special envoy to Europe for 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Truman.

It was future president 
General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower who recommended 
Rosenberg for the Medal 
of Freedom based on her 
service overseas. She re-
ceived it from Secretary of 
War Robert P. Patterson on 
October 29, 1945.

Truman expanded the 
list of who could award the 
Medal of Freedom and why 
in 1952, but in February 
1963, JFK reintroduced it 
as an honor specifically 
from the president. He also 
broadened the reasons that 
civilians could receive the 
award. Now, a person can 
receive it for “meritorious 
contribution to (1) the se-
curity or national interests 
of the United States, or (2) 
world peace, or (3) cultural 
or other significant public 
or private endeavors.”

JFK selected 31 individ-
uals to receive the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom 
that year. They included 
Marian Anderson, an Af-
rican American singer 
who sang at the Lincoln 
Memorial when Constitu-
tion Hall wouldn’t let her 
in; Genevieve Caulfield, 
a blind educator; Annie 
Dodge Wauneka, a mem-
ber of the Navajo Nation 
Council; Ralph Bunche, 
the first black American 
to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize; and Luis Muñoz 
Marín, the first elected gov-
ernor of Puerto Rico.

However, JFK’s assassi-
nation in November meant 

Story of the 
Presidential 
Medal of 
Freedom

STALEY-HENNE AND KOR TRAVEL TO AUSCWITZ

Special to the Prairie Press

The late Eva Kor, left, Holocaust survivor and Angela Staley-Henne of Paris, during the last tour of Auschwitz, conducted by 
Kor in 2019. Staley-Henne has created educational programs continuing Kor’s mission to teach about the Holocaust.

See MEDAL, Page 4B

Two of my favorite his-
torical figures are George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln, 
both great 
presi-
dents, 
great lead-
ers and as 
far as I am 
concerned 
lived for 
the sake of 
mankind. 
From 
reading 
about them in some 
publications, the writers 
question if they were men 
of faith or knew God or if 
they were Christians. 

I take exception to those 
ideas of impugning their 
character. It seems to me 
the writers do the same 
thing lawyers many times 
do when they can’t com-
pletely make their case, 
they attack the character 
of the individual they are 
in opposition to.

In the case of George 
Washington, one writer 
was unsure of Wash-
ington’s faith because 
although he encouraged 
others to go to church he 
himself did not always 
attend. There are many 
kinds of Christians and 
just being a churchy per-
son does not mean they 
are what they profess to be 
and does not make them a 
full-fledged Christian. 

It is more important 
the way they lived their 
lives and what they stood 
for and what they actually 
accomplished during 
their lifetimes. I believe a 
person does not neces-
sarily have to keep going 
to a church as long as 
they are on the right track 
because going to church 
and Sunday school is only 
a kindergarten to one’s 
complete life of faith. 

I believe Washington’s 
life of service to his coun-
try and to his fellow men 
could not have been done 
if he wasn’t in contact with 
a living God and doing ev-
erything he knew how to 
show respect to the creator 
and his fellow men. Let 
us honor Washington for 
his brilliance in a time of 

Hey, don’t 
defame 
my heroes

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

BY BETHANNY LAWSON
bethannysbooks@gmail.com

Paris educator Angela Staley-Henne 
has fostered a deep interest in the events 
of the Holocaust ever since reading “The 
Hiding Place,” by Corrie Ten Boom in 
junior high. This year, after a lifetime of 
educating herself, she has the opportuni-
ty to educate others on the Holocaust for 
the first time.

Eva Kor, the founder of C.A.N.D.L.E.S. 
Holocaust Museum in Terre Haute, 
passed away July 4, 2019, at 85 years 
old. She was one of the Jews selected for 
Josef Mengele’s twin experiments at the 
Auschwitz concentration camp. Kor not 
only survived the Holocaust, but went 
from living in resentment and anger to 
leaving a legacy of forgiveness, kindness 
and education.

Kor impacted countless lives in her 
own community as well as around the 
world. Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb 
honored the Holocaust survivor’s life by 
proclaiming Jan. 27 as Eva Education 
Day. This day also marked the 75th an-
niversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

Staley-Henne traveled with Kor and 
a tour group to Auschwitz in 2017. She 
heard Kor speak before, but got to inter-
act with her one-on-one during the 2017 
trip. 

“When the opportunity arose to travel 
with Eva, I jumped on it,” Staley-Henne 

said. 
Now that Kor is gone, Staley-Henne 

wants to be part of the effort to keep the 
things she worked for alive.

Over the last few weeks, Staley-Henne 
has been speaking about Kor’s life to 
fourth and fifth grade students in the 
Terre Haute area. She is also scheduled 
to speak to the Paris PEO next week.  

“It was my fascination with the Holo-
caust mixed with the educator in me as 
well as my love for Eva that inspired it,” 
said Staley-Henne.

Her original presentation was 80 min-
utes long.

“It was so difficult to cut down because 
I felt like everything that was included 
was important,” says Staley-Henne. 

Nevertheless, she’s narrowed the 
presentation down to a 35-minute dis-
cussion and slides depicting Kor’s expe-
rience at Auschwitz as well as her own 
experience on the tour group.

Since she presents to both children 
and adults, Staley-Henne alters the 
presentation depending on audience 
response and what she thinks is appro-
priate. For children, she can focus on 
concepts like recognizing prejudice and 
standing against it. Staley-Henne said 
she tries to explain to children how Hit-
ler cultivated Jewish hatred and fooled 
people into thinking the Jews were their 
enemies. With adults, Staley-Henne 

can go more into detail about the ac-
tual events of the Holocaust, including 
the extent of the twin studies Kor was 
subjected to and the processes involved 
with the gas chambers and crematori-
ums.

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Teacher carries on Kor’s mission

Special to The Prairie Press

Eva Kor, left, and Angela Staley-Henne 
in front of a photo depicting prisoners 
at the Auschwitz concentration camp.

See LEGACY, Page 4B
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policies and weakening labor 
unions. Thatcher’s tenure of 
11 years in office made her 
the longest-serving British 
prime minister of the 20th 
century, and one of the most 
impactful. 

VIGDÍS FINNBOGADÓTTIR - 
ICELAND

In 1980, as a divorced, 
single mother, Finnboga-
dóttir won election as Ice-
land’s—and Europe’s—first 
female leader, becoming the 
first woman in the world to 
be democratically elected 
president. (Argentina’s Isa-
bel Perón, the first woman 
to hold the title of president, 
had been sworn in only after 
her husband died in office; 
she was his vice president.) 
Known for championing 
Iceland’s cultural heritage at 

home and abroad, Finnbo-
gadóttir was overwhelmingly 
popular: She was re-elected 
three times, running unop-
posed in two elections and 
winning more than 96 percent 
of the vote in the other. At 16 
years, Finnbogadóttir’s tenure 
was the longest of any elected 
female head of state in history, 
and her success jump-started 
her nation’s impressive record 
of gender equality. 

ANGELA MERKEL - GERMANY
Raised in the former East 

Germany, Angela Merkel 
earned a doctorate in chem-
istry and worked as a research 
scientist before entering pol-
itics soon after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. When she served 
in Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
cabinet, he would sometimes 
condescendingly refer to her 
as “mein Mädchen” (my girl). 
In 2000, Merkel rose to lead 
the Christian Democratic 

Union party; five years lat-
er, she became the country’s 
first female chancellor, its 
first East German chancellor, 
and (at 51) its youngest. Her 
tenure in office — she won a 
fourth term in 2017 and an-
nounced it would be her last 
— spanned the Euro-zone 
debt crisis, the refugee crisis 
and resulting surge in support 
for the far-right movement 
and Britain’s planned exit 
from the European Union, 
which left Merkel as leader of 
Europe’s most populous and 
powerful country, and the 
fourth largest economy in the 
world. 

ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF - 
LIBERIA

After earning degrees from 
U.S. universities — including 
a master’s in public adminis-
tration from Harvard — El-
len Johnson Sirleaf launched 
a career in public service in 

her native Liberia, the African 
nation founded by freed U.S. 
slaves in the 19th century. She 
lived in exile in Kenya and the 
United States during Liberia’s 
long civil war, working in the 
banking industry and at the 
United Nations. In 2005, Sir-
leaf beat out a slate of male 
candidates in Liberia’s first 
presidential election since 
the war’s end, winning sup-
port from nearly 80 percent 
of women voters to become 
Africa’s first democratically 
elected female head of state. 
Over 12 years in power, Sirleaf 
helped preserve peace, erase 
the national debt and build 
up Liberia’s economy; she 
earned a Nobel Peace Prize in 
2011 for her work on behalf 
of women’s rights, though she 
also drew criticism for nepo-
tism (she appointed three of 
her sons to top government 
posts) and ongoing govern-
ment corruption. 
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war and his being our first 
president. He also showed 
his humility when he did 
not accept a third term. He 
also did not want our young 
nation to accept a state religion 
because he knew a man’s 
strength and purpose didn’t 
lay with that track for religion. 
It was important for a person 
to have his own beliefs led by 
the almighty.

In the case of Lincoln’s be-
lief in God, especially when he 
was faced with such important 
decisions to make in his time 
of trial, by and large he did 
the right thing even though 
historians may disagree. I 
believe he sought and received 
wisdom from above when he 
made many of his decisions to 
lead our country in a time of 
an egregious war and a time 
of establishing the idea of 
freedom for all. 

I believe he was listening 
and putting down special 
words and thoughts that came 
from our creator during the 
writing of many of his famous 
speeches. I think he had faith 
that transcended beyond the 

understanding of some skep-
tics who know nothing about 
listening closely while praying 
for guidance. He may not 
have been a staunch church 
attender, but I say again, is 
that what is most important in 
one’s life? 

He was a doer even though 
it may have been hard to fol-
low at times for those around 
him. We are together again 
as one nation and without 
his leadership that probably 
wouldn’t have happened.

Lincoln’s famous quotes, 
“Conceived in liberty and 
dedicated to the proposition 
that all men are created equal,” 
and, “That this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom, and that government 
of the people, by the people, 
for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth,” is enough 
proof for me to say he listened 
and put forth words inspired 
from above.

These are my beliefs about 
two men who served history 
and man with their own beliefs 
and did it well. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 
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that he was not alive to present 
the awards at the ceremony 
that December. His successor, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, present-
ed them in his place. LBJ also 
posthumously awarded the 
award to JFK and Pope John 
XXIII.

During the five years and 
two months LBJ was pres-
ident, he gave out 57 of his 
own Presidential Medals of 
Freedom. The next president 
to top that was Ronald Rea-

gan, who gave out 86. Barack 
Obama holds the record for 
awarding 115 Presidential 
Medals of Freedom during 
his two terms. Two people 
have received the award twice: 
diplomat Ellsworth Bunker 
received the award from both 
JFK and LBJ, and General 
Colin Powell received the 
award from George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton.

Most Presidential Medals 
of Freedom go to living peo-
ple, but many don’t. Giving 
a posthumous award can be 
a way to celebrate those who 

MEDAL
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While C.A.N.D.L.E.S. 
knows Staley-Henne is do-
ing this and has sponsored 
bookmarks to give out at 
presentations, the program 
is not actually affiliated with 
Kor’s museum. Rather, Sta-
ley-Henne is an educator at 
heart dedicated to keeping 
Kor’s memory alive.

Staley-Henne said while 
there is some Holocaust ed-
ucation in schools today, it is 
often brushed under the rug or 
educators choose not to spend 
much time on it. 

“I think it’s such a horrible 
topic that people don’t want to 
talk to kids about it,” she said.

Kor often presented to 
children. Not only did she 
teach the importance of re-
membering the events of the 
Holocaust, but she taught in a 
way that emphasized children 
should promote kindness, help 
each other and not let anyone 
stand alone if they are being 
bullied.

It is this legacy Staley-Henne 
hopes to maintain. Even 
though the events of the Holo-
caust were terrible and are still 

difficult to talk about, Kor’s life 
was an example that good can 
come out of the darkest places. 

“The more students know, 
the more they can recognize 
prejudice, stand up for peace 
and make sure nothing like this 
ever happens again,” said Sta-

ley-Henne.
She is happy to continue 

educating as long as people 
are willing to listen about Kor’s 
story and the events of her life. 
She encourages people not to 
think it is a program limited 
to school children, and she is 

willing to speak anywhere, in-
cluding schools, homeschool 
groups, local clubs and orga-
nizations, churches and youth 
groups.

Staley-Henne can be con-
tacted by email at angela@sta-
leyhenne.com.

Special to The Prairie Press

Eva Kor stands in front of one of the train cars that Jews were crowded into for transport to 
concentration camps during the Nazi era in Germany.

didn’t receive recognition 
during their lifetimes, as when 
Obama gave the award to Rear 
Admiral Grace Hopper, a pio-
neer in computer programing. 
Other posthumous awards 
have gone to Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, Har-
vey Milk and Bayard Rustin.

Selections for the award of-
ten reflect a president’s own 
politics and ideals. George 
W. Bush presented the award 
to people who played prom-
inent roles in the Iraq War, as 
well as Henry J. Hyde, author 
of the “Hyde Amendment” 
that banned public funding of 
abortion. 

When Obama announced 

his first 16 honorees for the 
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 2009, the White 
House said he chose them 
“for their work as agents of 
change… They have blazed 
trails and brokendown barri-
ers.” These recipients included 
tennis player Billie Jean King, 
actress and singer Chita Rive-
ra, comedian Ellen Degeneres 
and South African Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu. President 
Donald J. Trump gave awards 
to Edwin Meese III, a cabi-
net member under President 
Ronald Reagan known for 
his conservative policies, and 
Rush Limbaugh, a conserva-
tive radio icon, among others. 
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Graham vows UK tour will go on
All planned venues renege contracts with Franklin Graham’s tour over his condemnation of homosexuality

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Franklin Graham said he 
will seek out alternative ven-
ues for a United Kingdom tour 
this spring after all eight venues 
reneged on plans to host the 
evangelist, saying his views on 
homosexuality are incompati-
ble with the values of the Brit-
ish people.

Graham, who was in Lon-
don on Thursday, Feb. 6, to 
rally churches to his tour, said 
seven venues canceled their 
contracts with him and an 
eighth backed out after agree-
ing in principle. 

“This attack on me is an at-
tack on religious freedom and 
freedom of speech,” Graham 

told Religion News Service 
by phone. “For any Christian 
group that wants to rent a ven-
ue that believes the Bible is the 
Word of God, they’re in danger 
of being canceled.”

He said he would sue all sev-
en sites where he signed con-
tracts and expected to win.

On Wednesday, the Utilita 
Arena in Newcastle upon Tyne 
became the seventh venue to 
cancel Graham’s scheduled ap-
pearance. Venues in Birming-
ham, Liverpool, Sheffield and 
London have also canceled.

The tour was scheduled 
during Pride Month in the 
U.K., which falls in June.

“Franklin Graham’s views 
are wholly inconsistent with 

our city, which is preparing to 
welcome huge celebrations 
and tens of thousands of peo-
ple this summer for UK Pride,” 
Ste Dunn, chair of the North-
ern Pride group, said on a pe-
tition site calling for an end to 
Graham’s tour. The petition 
had more than 5,700 signers.

Graham, who has spoken 
out against same-sex marriage 
and transgender people, insist-
ed he does not preach against 
homosexuality; he only calls it 
out as sin.

“I believe marriage is be-
tween a man and woman,” he 
said. “That’s the same position 
that the Queen of England has, 
that the Church of England 
has.”

But in an interview with 
RNS, he took aim at Indiana 
presidential candidate Pete 
Buttigieg, who is proud of 
being gay and is married to a 
man.

“This is not something to 
celebrate. This is something 
he (Buttigieg) should repent 
and ask for God’s forgiveness. 
It’s not something you cele-
brate.”

Graham’s U.K. tour is sched-
uled for late May through early 
June and was to feature eight 
venues in eight cities across the 
U.K.

The 67-year-old evangelist 
is a son of the late Billy Gra-
ham, the popular evangelist 
who turned evangelicalism 

into the dominant spiritual 
movement in 20th century 
America. The late preach-
er was beloved around the 
world, perhaps nowhere more 
so than in the United King-
dom, where Queen Elizabeth 
II awarded him an honorary 
knighthood.

Franklin Graham, however, 
has taken a far more conser-
vative approach to evangeli-
calism, denouncing Islam, for 
example, as “a very wicked and 
evil religion.”

He is one of President Don-
ald Trump’s most prominent 
evangelical supporters and 
appears frequently at his side. 
Graham was at the White 
House last week at the unveil-

ing of the president’s Middle 
East peace plan.

Graham insisted his preach-
ing engagements are open to 
all. He even invited an imam to 
attend his previous preaching 
engagement in Blackpool in 
2018.

He said he’s been in touch 
with many church leaders in 
England who have supported 
him and plans to return in May 
for the scheduled tour.

“We’ve seen a real rally of 
churches behind this event 
because of this negative pub-
licity,” Graham said. “I think it’s 
helping. We have strong sup-
port from churches. We will 
go forward. I believe God has 
even a better plan.”

In 2018, my long time 
friend, Ron Parrish, asked 
me to play Jesus in a pag-

eant he 
was going 
to pro-
duce the 
next year. 
I asked if I 
wasn't too 
old, but 
he said 
he knew I 
could do 
the mem-
orization 

and delivery of it.  
During the next year 

and three months after 
that I not only learned 
lines, but also concentrat-
ed on this question: How 
should Jesus be played?    

First off, Jesus should 
be natural. We need to see 
Jesus as if he were being 
filmed on the streets in 
the crowds for the nightly 
news.  

Jesus was always himself. 
That seems strange to say, 
but we are always some 
one else. We are always 
hiding behind a mask. Je-
sus never let any occasion 
or situation dictate to him.  

Jesus was always 
balanced. He was not 
controlled by surround-
ings. He spoke from the 
position of holiness and 
character.  

Jesus was incisive into 
people’s interiors and yet 
not intrusive. He had that 
knack of knowing just how 
to treat everyone.  

Every thing that could 
happen to a person hap-
pened to Jesus. He was 
in physical danger from 
people and the elements. 
He was twisted, abused, 
misunderstood, vilified, 
hunted, pursued yet un-
daunted. 

He even dealt with 
demons and the devil in 
a way we don't normally 
have to deal with them. He 
was able to handle every 
contingency. There were 
no false steps, no hits to 
one side of the note on the 
keyboard. The cross did 
not send him to agony, but 
to his goal.  

Jesus was always accu-
rate, never off. If he had 
been an archer, he would 
have split Robin Hood’s 
arrow into sawdust.  

Jesus was the lion. Bold-
ness and audacity were 
woven into his every act. 
He could stand when all 
others fell.    

Another word that 
could describe Jesus is 
vibrant. Unlike Wilbur the 
pig in “Charlotte’s Web,” 
His vibrancy was not a 
label put on him by some-
body else.  

Jesus was winsome 
without being whimsical.  

Jesus was love through 
and through for people. 

How 
should 
Jesus be 
played?

KEVIN
LEVELLIE
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

DISABLED ARE GUESTS OF HONOR AT NIGHT TO SHINE

Photo courtesy of Tim Tebow Foundation

Tim Tebow poses with attendees at the Night to Shine prom event at the Pontifical University Regina Apostolorum in Rome, 
Feb. 4.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Perhaps the last thing one would 
expect booming from the speakers of 
a Vatican-sponsored event is “Scream 
& Shout” by Will.i.am and Britney 
Spears. But the Catholic Church 
teamed up with sports celebrity Tim 
Tebow on Tuesday night, Feb. 4, and 
set formalities aside to give people 
with special needs a night to remem-
ber.

“I don’t think God gives us strength 
so we can lift things; I think he gives 
us strength so we can lift other peo-
ple,” said Tebow, the 6-foot, 3-inch, 
200-pound former NFL quarterback, 
in an interview with Religion News 
Service.

“That’s what we want to do. We want 
to lift other people and share the love 
of Jesus with them.”

The sixth installment of the event, 
called Night to Shine, took place for 
the first time in the Eternal City with 
the patronage of the Pontifical Acade-
my for Life, a Vatican think tank aimed 
at promoting discussion and research 
on questions surrounding human life.

The Pontifical University Regina 
Apostolorum on the outskirts of Rome 
hosted the prom night, where people 
with disabilities had their photos taken 
on the red carpet, enjoyed a pizza-filled 
buffet and danced the night away with 
pop songs selected by a DJ.

Wheelchairs skirted and drinks were 
dropped as everybody let loose on the 
dance floor, before each participant 
was named prom king and queen.

“It’s the first time we attend a party 
like this,” said Angela Agresti while 
pushing the wheelchair of her young 
daughter, who cannot speak, on the 
busy dance floor. They were invited by 
a friend and chose to come because “it 
seemed like an opportunity to be with 
others, which is not easy for them,” she 
said.

According to Tebow, the Hollywood 
glamour of the night speaks of a society 
that views red carpets as signifying im-
portance and the people appearing on 
them as having a special value.

“Well, you are important on this 
night, you are valuable on this night,” 
he said, speaking of people with dis-
abilities, “but more important than 
that, you are valuable to the God of this 
universe.”

The athlete drew public attention as 
a Heisman Trophy quarterback in col-
lege. He went on to play for the Denver 
Broncos and New York Jets. Today, he 
plays baseball in the minor leagues for 
the New York Mets organization after 
announcing his retirement from foot-
ball in 2016.

Though Tebow’s professional foot-
ball career was short-lived, he made 
a lasting impression. His custom of 
kneeling to pray during games turned 
into a national phenomenon and 
became known as “Tebowing.” His 
parents, Pamela Elaine and Robert 
Ramsey Tebow II, served as Baptist 
missionaries in the Philippines, so faith 
always played an important role in his 
life, he said.

“My life was changed when I was 15 
in the jungles in the Philippines and I 
met a man with his feet on backwards,” 
Tebow said, adding after seeing how 
the village scorned and cast out people 
with disabilities, he decided to help 
them and found his calling.

“I knew from that moment that 
yeah, I wanted to play sports and all 
this stuff, but I knew that my purpose 
was to fight for people who can’t fight 
for themselves,” he said.

In 2010 he founded the Tim Tebow 
Foundation “with a mission to bring 
Faith, Hope and Love to those needing 
a brighter day in their darkest hour of 

need,” the website reads. The charity 
also includes hospitals, playrooms and 
orphanages.

This year, Night to Shine is expect-
ed to see the participation of over 700 
churches around the world as the event 
celebrates its sixth anniversary on Fri-
day.

Tebow cheered every guest on the 
red carpet and danced tirelessly with 
any willing partner. On Jan. 20, he mar-
ried the winner of the 2017 Miss Uni-
verse contest, Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters, 
and the couple left their honeymoon 
to visit Rome and attend the prom 
night.

It was the couple’s first visit to Rome 
and the Colosseum made an impres-
sion on the athlete, who said he was 
saddened by the thought of the per-
secution and inequality the millenary 
amphitheater witnessed through the 
ages.

“Still, in a different way, we are fight-
ing to this day,” he said, remembering 
last year’s edition of Night to Shine in 
the Eastern European country of Alba-
nia, at which he found out some peo-
ple with special needs hadn’t left their 
homes in over a decade due to the stig-
ma associated with disabilities.

“We still have a long way to go,” he 
said.

According to the communications 

Tebow, Vatican throw a prom

Photo courtesy of Tim Tebow Foundation

Pope Francis meets Tim Tebow, who was in Rome for the Night to Shine prom spon-
sored by the Tim Tebow Foundation.

See PROM, Page 7B
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WASHINGTON  — 
The State Department an-
nounced Wednesday (Feb. 
5) that 27 countries have 
joined the new Interna-
tional Religious Freedom 
Alliance that seeks to re-
duce religious persecution 
across the globe.

“Together, we say that 
freedom of religion or be-
lief is not a Western ideal, 
but truly the bedrock of 
societies,” said Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo at 
a dinner at the State De-
partment launching the 
alliance that will involve 
senior representatives of 
government.

The alliance’s first meet-
ing fell on the eve of the 
National Prayer Breakfast, 
which gathers internation-
al religious and diplomatic 
figures once a year to an 
event chaired by members 
of Congress and orga-
nized by the International 
Foundation, a secretive 
Christian organization also 
known as The Family or 
The Fellowship.

Poland, one country in 
the alliance, announced 
in a joint statement with 
the State Department that 
the next Ministerial to Ad-
vance Religious Freedom 
will be held July 14-16 in 
Warsaw.

“Building on the suc-
cesses of the 2018 and 
2019 ministerials hosted 
by the United States, the 
2020 ministerial will allow 
countries to share different 
approaches, debate varying 
perspectives in the spirit 
of coherence and com-
plementarity, and address 
challenges threatening the 
freedom of religion or be-
lief,” the statement reads.

The two countries said 
participants at the Warsaw 
meeting will address “pro-
moting inclusive dialogue 
to mobilize action and in-
crease awareness regarding 
the scale of persecution 
against religion or belief 
worldwide.”

Besides Poland and the 
United States, the other 
founding countries of the 
International Religious 
Freedom Alliance are: Al-
bania, Austria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Brazil, Bul-
garia, Colombia, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Gambia, Georgia, Greece, 
Hungary, Israel, Kosovo, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Mal-
ta, Netherlands, Senegal, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Togo, 
Ukraine and United King-
dom.

Over two 
dozen 
countries 
launch 
new 
religious 
freedom 
alliance

See ALLIANCE, Page 7B
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BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.
ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland 
America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights 
on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, historic Skagway, and magnificent 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and 
see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, 
enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River, and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at 
our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. 
Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

February February 
Wine Wine & Dine& Dine  

February 11,  6-9 p.m.
JOIN US FOR GREAT FOOD AND GREAT FELLOWSHIP AS YOU 

ENJOY A  4-COURSE PLATED MEAL WITH WINE PAIRINGS 
CREATED BY CHEF KYLE POSEY 

Seating is limited.  
Reservations required

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

This advertisment in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

The State Department is-
sued a list of principles for 
the alliance that included a 
commitment to “the right to 
hold any faith or belief, or 
none at all, and the freedom 
to change faith.” The new or-
ganization’s priorities include 
challenging blasphemy laws 
and the denial of registration 
to nonreligious and religious 
groups and advocating for 
people who are imprisoned 
or otherwise persecuted due 
to their religion or beliefs.

The principles did not 
cite specific countries but 
Pompeo mentioned the tar-
geting of religious minorities 
in Iraq, Pakistan, Nigeria and 
Myanmar.

He singled out “the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s 
hostility to all faiths,” add-
ing, “We know several of you 
courageously pushed back 
against Chinese pressure by 
agreeing to be part of this Al-
liance, and we thank you for 
that.”

Pompeo announced plans 
for the creation of the alli-
ance at the conclusion of the 
State Department’s second 
Ministerial to Advance Re-
ligious Freedom in July. He 
and Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious Free-
dom Sam Brownback have 
called it a “first-ever” global 
group to focus on religious 
freedom.

President Donald Trump 
also cited the alliance at a 
September event on religious 

freedom at the United Na-
tions, where he described it 
as “an alliance of likeminded 
nations devoted to confront-
ing religious persecution all 
around the world.”

Brownback told reporters 
on a Jan. 29 conference call 
that there is “a pretty high 
bar” for countries included 
in the group. As of that call, 
he said 17 had committed to 
the alliance. Ten more joined 
over the next week.

“We want nations that re-
spect religious freedom in 
their own country, obvious-
ly act that way, and then are 
willing to push religious free-
dom in international venues,” 
he said. “So this is the activist 
club of countries.”

Brownback said the alli-
ance would determine “early 

targets” of its work and be 
flexible about redirecting its 
focus.

Humanists UK offered a 
mixed reaction to the new al-
liance and its principles.

“There is much to wel-
come in the Principles of the 
newly established Alliance, 
including explicit protection 
of the non-religious,” said 
Andrew Copson, the human-
ist group’s chief executive, 
in a statement. “We are con-
cerned that some members of 
the Alliance do not have good 
track records on upholding 
human rights, and have in 
fact used so-called 'religious 
freedom' as a justification for 
trampling on the rights and 
freedoms of others, including 
non-Christians, women, and 
LGBT people.”

ALLIANCE
FROM PAGE 6B

PROM
FROM PAGE 6B

officer of the Pontifical Acad-
emy for Life, Fabrizio Mastro-
fini, many questions regard-
ing how our society values, 
supports and caters to people 
with special needs remain un-
answered.

The Vatican department, 
under Pope Francis, has ad-
opted a more holistic ap-
proach to the protection of 
life, which is not limited to the 
hot-button issues and instead 
encompasses every aspect 
and stage of human existence, 
from migration to the envi-
ronment.

“This initiative demon-
strates that the line taken by 
the Pontifical Academy for 

Life is correct, very correct,” 
he told RNS at the event. “We 
must cater to all dimensions 
of human life, not just at birth, 
not just end-of-life, but every-
thing in between.”

For Massimo Ciccotti, a 
young man with Down syn-
drome, the event was all about 
having fun and feeling like a 
celebrity.

“It’s a beautiful party with 
a lot of music and with many 
people! To be here makes me 
feel like, well, a character from 
the Avengers!” he said, point-
ing to his name tag, on which 
he had written the name of the 
Iron Man superhero “Tony 
Stark.”

“I love this evening; I want 
to celebrate my birthday like 
this!” he said.

He could blast the hypocrites, 
but he was willing to receive 
anyone who came to him in 
repentance. They met with 
total acceptance.  

Jesus was never hurried, but 
he was determined. His was 
not a reprehensible laziness, 
but a complete assurance.  

He took agony without 
being defeated. He was trium-
phant, never a hangdog. There 
is one more thing to consider 
in playing Jesus. He was God 
in the flesh. He was God. He 
was in the flesh.  

On Aug. 17, 2019, I 
played Jesus in the pageant in 
Newberg, Ore. But, you say, 
"I can't do that. I don't have 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

to do that." But you do on 
both counts, and you are 
enabled to do it by Jesus 
himself.  

Every Christian has God 
in the person of the Holy 
Spirit in his flesh and, “…
as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ.” (Galatians 
3:27 ASV)  

(Pastor Kevin Don 
Levellie serves the Nevins 
Christian Church and is the 
author of “What Does Bach 
Prove?” available on Am-
azon.com or and through 
www.lulu.com. Email 
him at kdlevellie@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

GRACE NOTES

FEB. 11 TAIZÉ PRAYER SERVICE
A Taizé prayer service is 7-8 
p.m. Feb. 11 in the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods. The hour-long 
service for all faith traditions in-
cludes prayer, beautiful music and 
a time for silence with spoken and 

silent prayers. The prayer space 
is lit primarily by candlelight to 
enhance the experience.

FEB. 14-17 WINTER BOOK SALE
Book lovers of all kinds are invit-
ed to check out the Winter Used 
Book Sale, hosted by the Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, Indiana. Times are 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily Feb. 14-17, in 
Providence Spirituality & Confer-
ence Center. Items are not pre-
priced, but freewill donations 
will be accepted. Local author 
Joni Wolf will be present 1:30-4 
p.m. Feb. 16 to sell and sign 
copies of her book, “The Imman-
uel Quilt.” Linden Leaf Gifts will 

conduct a clearance sale during 
the used book sale.  

FEB. 20 MEMORY CAFÉ 
A Memory Café is 2-4 p.m. Feb. 
20 in the Havlik Center of Provi-
dence Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The event is designed 
to address the isolation and 
stigma a dementia diagnosis can 
bring for both the person living 
with dementia and their care 
partners. Gathering with others 
provides support, connected-
ness and community at a time 
when it is most needed. There is 
no cost to attend. Learn more at 
Events.SistersofProvidence.org 
or by calling 812-535-2870 or 

email ecollins@spsmw.org.

FEB. 22 BAKING SOURDOUGH
Learn various bread-baking ba-
sics, tips and tricks for creating 
and maintaining sourdough 
bread starters 1-5 p.m. Feb. 22, 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
during the White Violet Center 
for Eco-Justice (WVC) Baking 
Sourdough Breads workshop. 
Samples, instructions and start-
ers to take home are included as 
part of the workshop. The cost is 
$45, and the registration dead-
line is Feb. 15. Register online at 
Events.SistersofProvidence.org 
or by calling 812-535-2932 or 
emailing wvc@spsmw.org.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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URBANA — The U.S. beef 
cattle herd is known to cycle 
through periods of expansion 
and contraction roughly every 
10 years or so. The high feed 
price era from 2007 to 2013 
contributed to one of those 
contraction phases with beef 
cow numbers reaching a low in 
2014, explains Jason Franken, 
agricultural economist at West-
ern Illinois University. 

“Of course, low supplies 
translate into higher prices, 
motivating producers to ex-
pand. Currently, there are 
about 7% more beef cows in 
the U.S. than during the low 
point in 2014. However, as 
prices have come back down, it 
looks like the expansion of the 
beef herd has leveled off,” Fran-
ken says. 

The USDA’s Jan. 1 cattle in-
ventory report corroborates 

earlier signals from last July’s 
report that the expansion 
phase has come to an end. 
The total number of cattle and 
calves in last July’s report was 
unchanged from the previous 
July at 10.3 million head. The 
total inventory as of Jan. 1 is 
94.4 million head, down slight-
ly from 94.8 million head a year 
ago. 

“All cows and heifers that 
have calved total 40.7 million 
head, just 1% below last year, 
which mostly reflects 1% fewer 
beef cows at 31.3 million head, 
as milk cows at 9.3 million 
head were only slightly down 
from last year,” Franken says. 

“Another sign that produc-
ers are unwilling to continue 
expanding is that replacement 
heifers are down about 2% for 
beef and 1% for dairy herds 
relative to last year. As such, 
the category of other heifers 
weighing 500 pounds or more 

is up 1%. The number of calves 
under 500 pounds is also up 
about 1%. Steers and bulls 
weighing 500+ pounds are 
both down 1%.” 

With 1% fewer cows and 
heifers calved, the USDA has 
revised downward the July es-
timate of the 2019 calf crop to 
36.1 million head, so that it is 
now 1% below the 2018 level, 
which should help hold down 
the number of animals on feed 
and beef production in 2020 
and 2021, Franken notes. 

In the recent Cattle on Feed 
report, the USDA indicated 
nearly 12 million head on feed, 
or about 2% more than on Jan. 
1 of last year. In December, 
feedlots placed 3% more cat-
tle than a year ago and mar-
keted 5% more animals. Each 
of those numbers was only 
slightly higher than pre-report 
expectations. 

“While more animals are on 

feed, the mix of steers and heif-
ers indicates that, compared to 
a year ago, more heifers are be-
ing sent to the feedlots instead 
of staying on farm for breeding 
stock. Though total cattle on 
feed are up 2%, steers on feed 
are up only 1% while heifers 
are up 4% from last year,” Fran-
ken says. 

“Looking at it another way, 
heifers comprise about 38-
39% of the cattle in feedlots 
according to recent reports, 
as compared to only 31%-
33% during much of the last 
expansion. This is additional 
evidence of the leveling off of 
the brood cow expansion,” he 
adds. 

Taking into account the 
inventory and cattle on feed 
numbers, beef production 
is anticipated to be no more 
than 1% higher in 2020 than 
last year, Franken explains. In 
terms of domestic demand, 

per capita beef consump-
tion is expected to be about 
57 pounds per person in 
2020 compared to almost 58 
pounds in 2019, or around 
1% to 1.5% lower. Meanwhile, 
exports could be up to 7.5% 
higher this year. 

“The trade agreement with 
Mexico and Canada — the 
third and fifth largest custom-
ers for U.S. beef, respectively 
— is signed into law, and phase 
1 of the trade agreement with 
China is in place,” he states. 
“However, much uncertainty 
lingers on the horizon with 
regard to exports, particular-
ly regarding trade with China 
and the coronavirus outbreak 
there, its spread to other coun-
tries, and implications for 
economic growth, and hence, 
demand.” 

Franken notes that all things 
considered, prices in 2020 are 
likely to land in similar rang-

es as the last couple of years. 
Quarterly prices for slaughter 
steers are forecast to average 
about $123/cwt, $120/cwt, 
$111/cwt, and $113/cwt, re-
spectively. For 600-700 pound 
feeder steers, prices are fore-
cast to average about $148/
cwt in the first quarter, rise to 
$154/cwt in the second quar-
ter, and then fall to $153/cwt 
and $149/cwt in the third and 
fourth quarters of 2020. 

“Again, the major factors that 
could result in notably lower 
prices are uncertainties sur-
rounding trade and this coro-
navirus,” Franken concludes. 
“If a sick workforce slows down 
economies that could translate 
into demand destruction for 
U.S. beef exports. If cases of 
the virus already reported in 
the U.S. deter travel and hence 
restaurant expenditures, there 
is the potential for even lower 
domestic demand as well.” 

Cattle count: herd expansion ends

PHOTO OVERLINE GOES HEREY

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Farmers and landowners attend an information meeting Jan. 29 at Danville concerning Federal Crop Insurance and the chal-
lenges farmers are facing. There were about 45 in attendance.

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

DANVILLE — Country Financial 
sponsored a meeting last week to ex-
plain how the farmers fared last year 
and how to best plan for the 2020 crop 
year. 

Forty-five interested Vermilion 
County farmers and landowners at-
tended. They were welcomed by Tom 
Fricke, Information Director of the Ver-
milion County Farm Bureau. The two-
hour program featured Gary Schnitkey, 
professor of Agriculture and Consumer 
Economics at the University of Illinois, 
and Doug Yoder, a crop agency man-
ager from Country Financial. They 
stressed the importance of complet-
ing the insurance program from 2019, 
which means farmers need to be in 
compliance and visit the local office to 
finish their reports by March 15.

The 2019 program could not be 
completed earlier this year because 
of the logistics involved with getting 
yields established and to complete the 
government stipulations. Like many 
of the articles of the program, because 
of bad weather and untimely planting 
the farmers were issued an extension 
for failed planting and for the year-end 
report. 

Schnitkey outlined Ag Risk Cover-
age (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) that worked best last year for 
corn and soybeans, but not necessar-
ily for next year. The ARC program 
works best for wheat generally. There is 
an ARC/PLC tool online at the U of I 
Website farmers can download and use. 
Of course talking to a local Farm Ser-
vice specialist is advised. 

PLC from farm program makes pay-
ments of .85 of effective reference price, 
which is the higher of market year av-
erage or loan rate times price loss cov-
erage yield. The loan rate at this time is 
$2.20 corn, $6.20 soybeans and $3.38 
for wheat. 

ARC payments are figured on a 
county level when the county revenue 
is below .86 times benchmark but is not 
eligible for a supplemental coverage 
option. Individual farmers must make 
the choice, but there are many varianc-
es in a personal program and the yield 
and price will determine which of these 
programs to use or whether to use any 
program at all. 

Schnitkey advises using ARC for 
farms with prevent planting or low 
yields. He also thinks ARC is going to 
be best for soybeans, and PLC is bet-
ter for more normal yielding corn and 
wheat

Yoder explained this was the worst 
year in the history of crop insurance as 
far as prevent planting was concerned. 
His company paid out a record of $44.7 
million for 2,616 claims for Illinois, ex-
ceeding payments from 2013 of 1,039 
claims and $8.9 million paid out, which 
was the next worse scenario. He said 
Country Financial had a claims agent 
out in all areas and the farmers were 

Updates on crop insurance

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Gary Schnitkey from the U of I presenting information about his take on what 
is happening with the Federal Crop Insurance program and the many challenges 
farmers faced last year.

See INSURANCE, Page 8B
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MARSHALL – The 

17th annual Clark Coun-
ty 4-H Tack Auction is 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15, at 
the Clark County Exten-
sion Office in Marshall. 
Doors open at 1 p.m. to 
view items being auc-
tioned.      

New tack and supplies 
along with miscellaneous 
items consigned by Clark 
County 4-H’ers are going 
on the block. Raffles held 
between auction items 
feature goods donated by 
area businesses and indi-
viduals. A super raffle give 
away is planned at the end 
of the auction. Recipients 
must be present to win.

Some items available 
through auction or raffle 
include, but are not limit-
ed to: Horse feed; a Car-
dinals package with game 
tickets; Montgomery 
Gentry concert tickets; 
gift certificates from var-
ious businesses including 
restaurants, gas and oil 
changes, saddle clubs and 
farriers; Coggins testing 
from local veterinarians; 
handmade items made 
by local artisans such as 
a porch swing, child’s 
picnic table, stained glass 
picture frame, yard or-
naments, beautiful door 
wreaths; and items from 
hair salons.  

There is something for 
everyone and horse own-
ership is not a prerequi-
site to attend. A conces-
sion stand provides food 
during the event.

 All proceeds benefit 
the Clark County 4-H 
Horse and Pony Program. 
Any businesses or indi-
viduals wishing to make 
a donation for the auction 
or for more information 
contact Karen Hutchens, 
812-240-1153, or Karie 
Cook, 618-553-7580.

4-H tack 
auction 
is Feb. 15    
New and 
secondhand items 
available alongside 
goods from local 
artisans and raffle 
miscellania

Have you ever found 
yourself at the nursery 
or big box store standing 
before 
shelves 
of bagged 
potting 
soil won-
dering 
what to 
buy? 

There 
are so 
many 
choices. 
It all 
depends on what you are 
using it for. Bagged garden 
soil and topsoil belong 
outside, in the ground. 
They are too dense for use 
in containers.

Potting soil probably 
won’t even have the word 
soil in the name because 
there is no actual soil 
included. Instead it will 
say potting mix or potting 
medium. That indicates it 
is formulated for contain-
ers.

Peat comprises the ma-
jority ingredient, by vol-
ume, in potting mixes. The 
remainder of the mixture 
can include one or more 
of a variety of ingredients. 
Perlite, vermiculite, sand 
or grit, lime, bark, char-
coal, wood fibers, wetting 
agents and fertilizers are 
the usual additives.

Good potting mixes 
provide an open structure 
allowing for the passage of 
oxygen to the roots, while 
also retaining water so it 
is available to those same 
roots. Peat is ideal for that. 

If the potting mix is 
formulated for plants 
needing fast drainage like 
cacti and succulents, it 
will have bark and sand 
included. Conversely, for 
plants that need a lot of 
water, vermiculite, a good 
moisture retainer, will be 
among the ingredients.

Peat is slightly acidic, 
so to balance the pH lime 
may be added.

If starting seeds in 
containers, which we will 
in a month or two, look 
for a mixture labeled seed 
starter mix. It is sterile to 
help keep pathogens from 
harming delicate seed-
lings. It is also formulated 

Let’s 
talk dirt

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 8B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Edgar County, IL Farmland Auction
254.86 +/- Acres Productive Tillable Farmland - Offered in 2 Tracts

Tuesday, February 25th  – 10 AM Central
Tract 1: 94.86 +/- acres in Sec. 18 Kansas Twp., 
Productivity Index 138.6 and improved with 2 grain 
bins totaling 29,000 bushels.
Tract 2: 160 +/- acres in Sec. 17 Kansas Twp., 
Productivity Index 137.8
Quality Soils & Open Tenancy!
Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H Building in Paris, IL

The polls at the election will be open at 6:00 o'clock A.M. and 
will continue to be open until 7:00 o'clock P.M. of that day.

Dated this       day of February, 2020.

August H. Griffin, County Clerk
The County of Edgar and State of Illinois. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the General Primary   
Election to be held on Tuesday, the 17th of March, 2020, the  
following proposition will be submitted to the voters of the
Proposed Northern Edgar County Ambulance Service, County
of Edgar and State of Illinois.

PROPOSITION

NORTHERN EDGAR COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE
PROPOSITION TO LEVY A TAX TO PROVIDE

AMBULANCE SERVICE

YES
NO

Shall the Edgar County Board levy a tax at a rate not to
exceed $0.20 per $100.00 of the value of all taxable property
within Brouilletts Creek Township, Edgar Township, Prairie
Township, Ross Township, Shiloh Township, Young America
Township, the Village of Metcalf, the Village of Hume and the
City of Chrisman as equalized or assessed by the Department
of Revenue for the purpose of providing an ambulance service
within the above mentioned Townships, Villages and City?

The polls at the election will be open at 6:00 o'clock A.M. and 
will continue to be open until 7:00 o'clock P.M. of that day.

Dated this       day of February, 2020.

August H. Griffin, County Clerk
The County of Edgar and State of Illinois. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the General Primary   
Election to be held on Tuesday, the 17th of March, 2020, the  
following proposition will be submitted to the voters of the County  
of Edgar and State of Illinois.

PROPOSITION

EDGAR COUNTY
PROPOSITION TO INCREASE SALES TAX FOR

PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES

YES
NO

To pay for public safety purposes, shall Edgar County be
authorized to impose an increase on its share of local sales
taxes by ONE percent (1.00%)?

This would mean that a consumer would pay an additional
$1.00 in sales tax for every $100 of tangible personal property
bought at retail.

to be conducive to easy root 
formation.

There are specialty mixes 
for growing specific plants. 
I’ve noticed bags of potting 
medium for African violets, 
cacti and orchids.

Until recently, peat was 
the only choice as the anchor 
ingredient in potting mixes. 
Peat is formed over hun-
dreds of years from layers of 
partially degraded organic 
matter. In some countries 

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 7B

INSURANCE
FROM PAGE 7B

pleased for the most part with 
the prompt and complete ser-
vice.

He explained how a farmer 
retired from the military ser-
vice would also receive the 
same benefits as a beginning 
farmer giving them an advan-
tage so they can start a farm 
operation. Yoder emphasized 
cover crops must be termi-
nated by a certain date or the 
main crop will be considered a 
second crop and an insurance 
plan is not available. He also 
mentioned some farm owners 
were not buying protection 
even if their tenants did, but 
during this unusual year more 
signed up, and he predicts 
more will sign up next year. 

Yoder explained how plant-
ing dates were extended this 
year. The earliest date for 
planting soybeans has changed 
from April 20 to April 15, but 
some coverage is available, 
although it does not include 
costs for replanting. There is 
also an Industrial Hemp Pilot 
Program from Federal Crop 
Insurance underway, but it 

requires a signed contract be-
fore it can be purchased. Some 
of the contracts vary by a con-
siderable amount, but higher 
limits mean more cost to the 
farmer to buy the insurance. 

Yoder also talked about how 
Country Financial removed 
the 20 percent field planting 
qualification and now even 
one acre can be covered for 
wind and hail damage. He 
went on to elaborate the ef-
fect that soil type accounts for 
a determination of how the 
insurance is used in co-ordi-
nation with the government 
programs. He finished by tell-
ing about the discounts and 
programs for pre-season price 
assurance and the stored grain 
coverage and when to use 
group discounts. 

There are many acronyms 
and deadlines used by these 
agencies and to better under-
stand them it is best to talk to 
someone in the Farm Service 
field office or to an insurance 
agent. Insurance, if used wise-
ly, can help keep farmers and 
landowners afloat and much 
of this information is not un-
derstood by the general pub-
lic. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – The sign-
ing of the Illinois Hemp Bill 
has provided opportunities 
for the cultivation, distribu-
tion and processing of hemp 
for fiber, grain and CBD. This 
versatile crop has the potential 
to empower small farmers and 
revitalize farming communi-
ties. 

Illinois Extension is pro-
viding a workshop to teach 
potential hemp producers 
what they need to know to be 
successful. 

Phillip Alberti, Extension 
commercial ag educator, 
covers the basics of hemp 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Cattlemen in southeastern 
Illinois have several opportuni-
ties to attend spring beef meet-
ings covering various topics 
such as creep feeding research 
update, Accuration hi-fat pro-
tein tubs, hay/pasture soil fer-
tility and associated forage pro-
duction and analysis and beef 
industry update. 

Presenters include Jeremy 
Pruemer from FS Total Live-
stock Services, Teresa Steck-
ler from University of Illinois 
Extension and Bob Michaud 
from Purina Animal Health, 
LLC.

Please RSVP 24 hours 

peat is becoming rare as 
we continue to harvest it. 
Also, it is feared the act of 
harvesting contributes to 
the release of carbon into 
the atmosphere, thought 
to be one cause of climate 
change.

What is an eco-friendly 
gardener to do? Enter coir 
(pronounced koy-er), a 
product made from the 
outer husks of coconuts. It 
used to be a waste product 
but is rapidly becoming 
a replacement for peat. 
Mexico, India, Sri Lanka 
and Costa Rica are the 
major exporters to the U.S. 
and Europe.

To turn coir into a 
usable product, it is first 
washed to remove natural 
salts. Next, it is dried and 
compressed. All the gar-
dener needs to do is soak 
it to turn it into a water-re-
taining medium to replace 
peat. However, at present 
coir is about double the 
price of peat so it is not yet 
readily available in potting 
mixes. One can always 
try mixing up a personal 
potting medium like many 
nurseries do.

The U of I Extension 
Master Gardeners of Ed-
gar county can be reached 
at 217-465-8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of 
the University of Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)

SPECIAL OF THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As winter chugs along, 
farmers remained interested 
in EPA regulations and Mar-
ket Facilitation Program pay-
ments. 

FARMERS TAKE UP TRUCKING
If you want to talk to Erik 

Oberbroeckling, you are 
probably going to have to 
catch him rolling down the 
road. Today, he’s driving a 
2018 Kenworth, hauling his 
own corn to an ethanol plant. 
Once that is delivered, he will 
swing around and grab a load 
of soybeans to bring back to a 
grain terminal near his farm in 
Garnavillo, Iowa. 

“Normally, I might not haul 
grain this far out,” he explains, 
“but if I can flip around and do 
a back haul load of soybeans 
and make some money on the 
way back, I can get my grain 
hauled out to a better market.” 

MIDWEST CLIMATE CHANGE 
The Nature Conservancy 

brought together climate ex-
perts in Iowa Wednesday for 
the first of a three-part series 
on the long-term weather 
trends that are critically im-
portant for agriculture across 
the Midwest, while specifical-
ly covering data from Iowa. 

Gene Takle, professor of 
agricultural meteorology at 
Iowa State University, states, 
“We’ve departed from the cli-
mate of the 20th Century and 
are faced with a whole new 
climate that we need to under-
stand.” 

EPA APPROVES  GLYPHOSATE 
The Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) has con-
cluded its regulatory review of 
glyphosate — the most wide-
ly used herbicide in the Unit-
ed States. After a review of 
what EPA officials term as best 
available science, as required 
under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act, it has concluded that 
there are no risks of concern 

to human health when gly-
phosate is used according to 
the label and that it is not a 
carcinogen, said EPA officials 
in an EPA news release. 

EPA uses such interim de-
cisions to finalize enforceable 
mitigation measures while 
conducting other longer-term 
assessments, such as an en-
dangered species assessment, 
said EPA officials in an EPA 
news release. EPA will next 
complete a draft biological 
evaluation for glyphosate, 
which is anticipated for public 
comment in fall 2020. 

OPPOSITION TO GLYPHOSATE 
Not all approve of the an-

nouncement by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) to declare that there are 
no risks to human health from 
glyphosate when used accord-
ing to label directions.  

“EPA’s announcement that 
it has concluded its regulatory 
review of glyphosate is false,” 
said Ryan Talbott, staff attor-
ney at Center for Food Safety 
(CFS), in a CFS news release. 
“The truth is that after a de-
cade of review, the EPA still 
has not conducted the neces-
sary research on glyphosate’s 
impacts on human health and 
threatened and endangered 
species.” 

ANSWERING  HEMP QUESTIONS 
Colorado farmer James 

Bennett has a warning for 
farmers interested in grow-
ing industrial hemp. It’s hard 
to grow, it’s labor-intensive, 
and the genetics are unstable 
because it hasn’t been grown 
commercially in the U.S. for 
long, he explains. 

Bennett has been growing 
industrial hemp since 2014. 
Last year he grew 1,000 acres 
of industrial hemp across sev-
en states. With several grow-
ing seasons under his belt and 
experience as a seedsman, his 
goal is to compress the learn-
ing curve for farmers who 
want to follow in his foot-
steps. 

What farmers are 
reading this week

Industrial hemp workshop
plus necessary knowledge 
about industrial hemp. 
Keith Bosch, owner at Il-
luminent CBD in Carmi, is 
discussing hemp process-
ing, and his presentation is 
followed by a question and 
answer session with a panel 
of current hemp producers.

This workshop is 9 
a.m.-12.30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 12, at the Clark 
County Extension Office. 
The $10 registration fee in-
cludes lunch. Registration 
is possible at go.illinois.
edu/industrialhemp or 
by calling 217-826-5422. 
The deadline to register is 
March 10.

Spring beef meetings slated 
for Southeastern Illinois

prior to the start of each 
meeting.
Noon – Feb. 11 at An-

thony’s Wild West Pizza in 
Flora, RSVP at 217-690-
3541
Noon – Feb. 13 at Wa-

bash Valley FS in Fairfield, 
RSVP at 618-842-5631
Noon – Feb. 25 at Il-

linois Extension Office in 
Marshall, RSVP at 217-
690-3541
6 p.m. – Feb. 25 at 

Marion County Farm Bu-
reau in Salem, RSVP at 
217-690-3541

For additional informa-
tion, call Jeremy Pruemer 
at 217-690-3541.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Puzzles

Across
1. Political action committee
 4. One point north of due east
 7. Marital
12. Religious building
15. Intrinsic nature of 
something
16. Safe to drink
18. Letter of credit
19. Single Lens Reflex
20. Keeps you cool in summer
21. Monetary unit
24. The Eye Network
27. Moving with a bounding 
stride
30. Figures
31. Of the pia mater
33. Male offspring
34. Indicates near
35. Calvary sword
37. South American plant
39. Doctor of Education
41. Something to take
42. Remove the edges from
44. Inattentive
47. Pick up
48. Latch for a window
49. Region of the U.S.
50. Windy City ballplayer
52. The NFL’s big game 
(abbr.)
53. Be permanently present in
56. Novice
61. Pirate novel
63. In a law-abiding way
64. Where one sleeps
65. Criticize

Clues Down
 1. Bullfighting maneuver

 2. Egyptian Sun god
 3. Predatory semiaquatic 
reptile
 4. Register formally
 5. Eating houses
 6. Japanese port
 7. Genus of rodents
 8. Nigerian city
 9. Milliwatt
10. Mistake!
11. Women’s __ movement
12. Greeting
13. Songbirds
14. An arrangement scheme
17. Heartbeat test

22. Push back
23. Intended for the 
audience only
24. Cycles per second
25. Impartiality
26. Polio vaccine
 developer
28. Bowel movements
29. South American 
Indian
32. Queen of Sparta
36. Confederate 
soldier
38. Emerged
40. Death

CROSSWORD

43. __ and flowed
44. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Email folder
46. Throbbed rhythmically
51. English rockers
54. Disaster relief operation
55. American model and TV 
personality Katherine
56. Potable
57. Tough outer layer
58. __ Spumante (Italian
 wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is seeking 
grant applications from states 
and federally-recognized 
tribes to promote pollution 
prevention (P2) in businesses 
across the country. Through 
these grants, the agency 
hopes states and tribes, along 
with colleges, universities 
and intertribal consortia, will 
develop and provide infor-

mation, training and tools to 
businesses to help them re-
duce costs and the use of wa-
ter, energy and other natural 
resources.

“Pollution prevention 
grants are important tools that 
help support innovative solu-
tions to reducing pollution,” 
said EPA Office of Chemical 
Safety and Pollution Preven-
tion Assistant Administrator 
Alexandra Dapolito Dunn. 
“The results of work done un-
der these grants have created 

best practices that are helping 
to advance economic growth, 
increase sustainability and 
protect the environment.”

“EPA’s pollution preven-
tion grants provide busi-
nesses with more incentives 
and opportunities to reduce 
waste and save money,” said 
EPA Region 5 Administrator 
Kurt Thiede.  “These grants 
can also align with the agen-
cy’s ongoing efforts to engage 
with industry through our 
Smart Sectors initiative and 

the EnergyStar program.”
EPA anticipates awarding 

approximately $9.38 million 
in total federal pollution pre-
vention grant funding over 
a two-year funding cycle 
($4.69 million in FY 2020 
funds and $4.69 million in FY 
2021 funds). Individual grant 
awards could be in the range 
of $40,000-$500,000 for the 
two-year funding period or 
between $20,000 - $250,000 
funded per year.

For these grants, EPA em-

EPA announces grant opportunity for pollution prevention technical assistance
phasizes the importance of 
grantees documenting and 
sharing P2 best practices that 
are identified and developed 
through these grants, so that 
others can replicate these 
practices and outcomes. Each 
grantee will be required to de-
velop at least one case study 
during the grant period on P2 
practices that are new or not 
widely known or adopted, or 
where detailed information 
on the P2 practices could 
benefit other businesses or 
P2 technical assistance pro-
viders.

Grant applications should 
focus on at least one of the 
following P2 priority areas, 
also referred to as National 
Emphasis Areas (NEAs) that 
support several of the Agen-
cy’s Smart Sectors:  
NEA #1: Food and Bev-

erage Manufacturing and Pro-
cessing
NEA #2:Chemical Man-

ufacturing, Processing and 
Formulation 
 NE A#3: Automotive 

Manufacturing and Mainte-
nance
NEA#4:Aerospace Prod-

uct and Parts Manufacturing 
and Maintenance
NEA #5:Metal Manufac-

turing and Fabrication
EPA’s national P2 Program 

will host two informational 
webinars for potential appli-
cants and interested stake-
holders. The first webinar is 
2-3:30 p.m. EDT Wednes-
day, Feb. 19. To register 
visit, https://attendee.
gotoweb inar.com/reg i s -
ter/8522288642270023693.

 This webinar will review in-
formation about the P2 Grant 
program and the application 
process to help potential ap-
plicants submit a high-qual-
ity application to EPA for 
consideration. Time will be 
provided on the webinar for 
questions and answers.  

The second webinar is 
2-3:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, 
Feb. 25, to review and answer 
questions on the NEAs for this 
grant competition cycle. To 
register visit https://attend-
ee.gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/4696774328423521549.

The webinar registration 
links work best with the Goo-
gle Chrome browser.   

Proposals are due by March 
31. Additional information is 
available at www.grants.gov, 
under Funding Opportunity 
Announcement EPA-HQ-
OPPT-2020-001.

with whom, I’ve had several 
deep and meaningful conver-
sations about our younger 
years and discovered racism 
was alive and well in our little 
community. I was shocked 
and angered by the way he 
was treated by not only the 
adults but also the kids of our 
community.  

As the years went by, I saw 
not all people practiced the 
Golden Rule.  There were 
issues in the Army, and I found 
myself on the receiving end of 
a racist platoon sergeant, and I 
will leave it there. It strength-
ened my resolve to be a better 
person and to treat people as 
I wanted to be treated.  I’ve 
always done the best I could in 
that respect, and I still respect 
my elders, my neighbors and 
those who are different than 
me.

I’ve traveled around the 
world and learned about other 
cultures. I’ve been respected 

by my enemies because I re-
spected them in various ways.

The issue of racism is 
becoming more prevalent 
today. It’s never been far from 
the surface, but people seem 
emboldened these days to 
publicly shame those who 
are different and believe it’s 
perfectly fine to do so. The sad 
thing is too many people who 
are offended by this action just 
sit back and bury their heads 
in the sand on the assumption, 
given it time, it will go away. 
No, it won’t go away. 

The hate and ignorance is 
growing daily and one day 
something is going to erupt, 
and we will go back to the 
1960s and the riots in the 
streets of our communities. 
Maybe we all need a lesson in 
the Golden Rule.   

(Gary Butler is a native of 
Paris, a former Paris police-
man, a retired chief of police in 
northern Illinois and a veteran of 
Iraqi Freedom. He and his wife, 
Karen, live in Florida. Email 
him at gkbutler@hotmail.com.) 

BUTLER
FROM PAGE 1B

temperatures scientists use a 
combination of gas expansion 
and introduce lasers tuned to 
the vibrational speed of the 
molecules. The laser wave-
lengths are used to cancel vi-
brational motions of the mol-
ecules. It is the same as music 
waves canceling to cause dead 
spots in an auditorium. In the 
last decade, researchers have 
cooled custom molecules to 
within a few billionths of a 
degree of absolute zero. 

It gets stranger as it gets 
colder.

At super low temperatures, 
when the molecular speed is 
so slow molecules no longer 
collide like billiard balls, 
the molecular primary state 
shifts to quantum properties. 
Molecules no longer behave 
as solid spheres colliding but 
take on quantum wave prop-
erties. They behave as over-
lapping adjacent waves. These 
overlapping waves begin to 
act as a single super particle 
or basically one big vibrating 
wave. As Newtonian motion 
approaches zero the quantum 
motion always remains even 
at absolute zero.

Near zero K, matter be-
comes a Bose-Einstein Con-
densate that physicists classify 
as a fifth state of matter only 

occurring near absolute zero. 
Individual atoms overlap and 
collapse into a single quan-
tum state acting as a single 
entity or like a single super-at-
om. The quantum world is 
alien and bizarre compared to 
our normal experiences.

Quantum interactions 
are why some materials can 
become super conductors 
with no resistance to the flow 
of electrons. Magnets become 
super magnets due to the per-
fectly aligned electron spins. 
When helium gets cold, it 
gets weird and as a superfluid 
can glide friction-free through 
narrow tubes. It will flow 
against gravity up and over 
the sides of a container. 

Superfluids have led to 
the discovery of supersolids, 
which have the odd property 
of being able to flow through 
themselves. The quantum 
world is indeed bizarre. 
Asking the limbo “how low 
can you go” may be the wrong 
question. The better question 
may be just what a quantum 
particle wave is.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

HUGE Indoor Rummage sale in 
the basement of  Paris Main 
Street Emporium at 130 North 
Main. Hundreds of items priced to 
sell.  YOU DON’T WANNA MISS 
THIS ONE!!! Thurs Feb 13th 
3pm-6pm, Fri Feb 14th 10am-
4pm, Sat Feb 15th 10am-2pm. 
Furniture, glassware, lamps, 
books, holiday items, girls name 
brand clothing newborn to size 
18, shoes, pet supplies, dishes, 
shelving, tools, etc...something 
for everyone.

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

Local company seeking 
a full time driver. Class 
B CDL required. All local 
driving; competitive wages 100% 
company paid health insurance 
plus pension.  Call 217-465-7621

Landscaper
Lift over 50 lbs., must have 
driver’s license and able to work 
in all weather conditions. Send 
resume to Box A, Prairie Press, 
101 N Central, Paris IL 61944

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

Executive Director Position 
available for local Non-Profit 
Agency:
The Marshall Area Youth Network 
(MAYN) is seeking an Executive 
Director.
Duties will include carrying 
out the goals and objectives 
of the organization, increasing 
the knowledge of MAYN’s 
mission and helping to promote 
awareness within the community. 
This position will work with a 
fundraising committee to 
promote, organize and implement 
fundraisers and facilitate all 
youth mentoring and leadership 
programs. The Executive Director 
will be responsible for grant 
management, fundraising, 
workplace giving, annual budget 
reviews, Job Opportunity-
monthly and quarterly 
reviews, measuring program 
outcomes, and overseeing other 
employees and reporting on the 
organization’s results for board of 
directors.
The ideal candidate would be 
someone proficient in Microsoft 
Office, QuickBooks and the 
Marshall Community. It is 
important that candidates are 

comfortable with a fast-paced 
environment that often includes 
multi-tasking, taking initiative, 
having flexibility dynamic thinking 
and easily adapting to new 
circumstances as needed. This 
position is approximately 20-25 
hours each week.
Associate or Bachelor’s Degree in 
Social Work, Child Development, 
Education or related field 
preferred.
Interested applicants send 
resume and cover letter to  
mayn2900@gmail.com 
Deadline is February 24, 2020

TRAINING/EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED - 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training- over 
40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning 
and Advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $600 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave message

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 217-463-
8800. Leave message. $450.00/
month plus deposit

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom second floor 
apartment. Near downtown 
Marshall, Off street parking.
Available March 1st. Call 
217-822-6103

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160083
TO: LARRY SHORT, SHARON 
MOORE, LIEN UNIT ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (5). The Property is 
located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-432-016, Brief 
Legal Description:  S2 T13 R12 LOT 
8 MASTER IN CHANCERY SD. , 
Certificate Number: 160083. Said 

Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160008
TO: JAMES T WIGGINS, LIEN 
UNIT ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (2). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 04-19-36-200-001, 
Brief Legal Description:  S36 T 13 
R 11 W 1/2 NE & SE W OF CREEK , 
Certificate Number: 160008. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160025
TO: EDWARD E SALBURY, MARY 
SALBURY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (3). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-176-013, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WM JUNTGENS ADD. , Certificate 
Number: 160025. Said Property 
was sold on 10/26/2017 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes and/
or Special Assessments for the 
year 2016.  The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 6/1/2020. On 
June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160081
TO: SIERRA GANN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed 
on the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (4). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-431-002, Brief 
Legal Description:  S2 T13 R12 
PT LOT 1 THOS POWELL ADD. , 
Certificate Number: 160081. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160121
TO: DUSTIN BOBZIN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (6). The Property is locat-
ed at:  Permanent Index Number: 
15-02-34-228-006, Brief Legal 
Description:  LOT 1 & E 1/2 LOT 
2 BLK 2 S J DOUGLAS 1ST ADD. , 
Certificate Number: 160121. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160123
TO: ANDREW RICHEY, REBECCA 
RICHEY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (7). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-230-011, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 212 & 
213 JOHN METCALFS 2ND ADD , 
Certificate Number: 160123. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 

Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY  PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF 

DIANA O’BANION, Deceased   

No. 2019 P57

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of DIANA <B>>O’BANION.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on December 26, 2019 to LYNN 
PARIS, 9 SOUTH LAKEVIEW, 
DANVILLE, IL 61832, as 
Independent Administrator 
whose attorney is FRUIN & 
KASH (Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 
N. Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of 
first publication of this Notice, 
or if applicable, within three 
(3) months from the date of 
the mailing or delivery of this 
notice, whichever is later, and 
any claim not filed within the 
applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.  
  
    
LYNN PARIS, 
        Independent Administrator
    
  
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(10)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; CHRISTOPHER 
DUZAN; JESSE JONES; TINA 
JONES; OCCUPANT; MICHAEL 
JONES;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lots Nos. 8 and 9 in Acord and 
Kirchner’s Addition to the Village 
of Kansas, as shown by Plat there-
of in Plat Book 4 page 110 of the 
records of Edgar County, Illinois, in 
Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 08-16-27-
227-005 and 08-16-27-227-006

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020. 
 
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(11)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; 
ARROW FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AS ASSIGNEE OF GE MONEY 
BANK; PROSPECT BANK AS 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE U/T/A 
DATED 10/19/01 A/K/A TRUST 
NO. 455-502; OCCUPANT; 
IBUSH MALOVSKI; MAJLINDA 
MALOVSKI; SAVDI MALOVSKI; 
SADEDIN MALOVSKI A/K/A SAM 
MALOVSKI; RABIJE MALOVSKI; 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY; 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 
ILLINOIS; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL-SOUTHERN DISTRICT; 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; 
WILLIAM W. BARNHART, JR.; 
JAYNE A. BARNHART; WILLIAM 
W. BARNHART; HAWKEYE FOOD 
SERVICE DISTRIBUTION INC.; 
HAWKEYE FUND SERVICE 
DISTRIBUTION INC.; THOMS-
PROESTLER COMPANY LLC;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

PART OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 14 
NORTH, RANGE 12 WEST OF 

THE 2ND P.M., EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 25; THENCE 
NORTHERLY ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 25 FOR 
663.2 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 09 
MINUTES 40 SECONDS TO THE 
RIGHT EASTERLY FOR 517 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 
09 MINUTES 40 SECONDS TO 
THE RIGHT SOUTHERLY FOR 
582.54 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
31 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 
20 SECONDS TO THE LEFT 
SOUTHEASTERLY FOR 29.02 
FEET; THENCE DEFLECT FOR 
58 DEGREES 31 MINUTES 23 
SECONDS TO THE LEFT EASTERLY 
FOR 250 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
90 DEGREES TO THE RIGHT 
SOUTHERLY FOR 50 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 
TO THE RIGHT WESTERLY 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 25 FOE 782 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 8.146 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, ACCORDING TO PLAT OF 
SURVEY MADE ON JULY 20, 1983, 
BY CHARLES J. BECHER, ILLINOIS 
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR 
NO. 1957.
Property Index Number 
09-13-25-100-013

 On June 4, 2020 at 
2:00 p.m. the Petitioner intends 
to make application for an order 
on the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on October 26, 2017 for general 
taxes of the year 2016.  The period 
of redemption will expire June 1, 
2020.

   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(12)     
FILED January 28, 2020
TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALISAN RANEY; 
DAVID WAYNE HENDERSON; 
OCCUPANT; DIANE FANCHER; 
JASON HENDERSON; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF DIANE 
FANCHER;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

All that part of part of Lot No. 1 
of the County Clerk’s Subdivision 
of the West Half of the Northeast 
Quarter and of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 36, in Township 
14 North and in Range 12 West of 
the 2nd P.M. lying South of the 
diversion channel of the Paris 
Water Works, being 6.47 acres, 
more or less, as shown by the plat 
of said Subdivision in Plat Book 2, 
Page 21 of the Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois, and being a part 
of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of said Section 
36.

Subject to a life estate for the life 
of Diane Fancher in and to the res-
idence situated upon the premis-
es, including existing yard and 
an easement for ingress, egress 
and utilities.  Diane Fancher’s life 
estate shall be residence, yard 
and easement only and shall not 
include other portions of the 
premises.
Property Index Number 
09-13-36-200-036

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.

   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(13)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; LYNN 
JACKSON; SUSAN J. MAGER; 
OCCUPANT; KERMIN TINKHAM; 
KENNETH QUINN, JR.; GEOFFREY 
SWINFORD; RICHARD MARTINEZ; 
SIDNEY LITTLE; DAULTON PARDI;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

TRACT I:  The East 50 feet of even 
width of Lot No. 19 in M.M. Dill’s 
Second or Woodland Addition 

to the Town, now City of Paris, in 
Edgar County, Illinois.

AND

TRACT II:  A part of Out Lot No. 4 
to the City of Paris, described as 
beginning at a point in the North 
line of said Out Lot, 469 feet East 
of the Northwest Corner thereof, 
thence South 338 feet to the 
North line of Blackburn Street 
in said City, thence East with the 
North Line of Blackburn Street to 
the Southwest Corner of Out Lot 
No. 3 in said City, thence North 
with the West line of said Out Lot 
No. 3 to the Northwest Corner 
thereof, thence East with the 
North line of said Out Lot No. 3 to 
the East line of said Out Lot No. 4, 
thence North 14 rods and 18 links 
to the North line of said Out Lot 
No. 4, thence West 560 feet, more 
or less, to the place of beginning, 
EXCEPT for that part of Out Lot 
No. 4 described in the following 
tract:

Beginning at a point 20 rods 
West of the Southeast Corner 
of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 
36, Township 14 North, Range 12 
West of the 2nd P.M., thence West 
on the South lines of Out Lot No. 
3 and Out Lot No. 4 to the City 
of Paris, a distance of 420 feet, 
thence North parallel with the East 
lines of said Out Lots Nos. 3 and 4, 
a distance of 150 feet, thence East 
420 feet to a point on the East line 
of Out Lot No. 4, 150 feet North 
of the place of beginning, thence 
South to the place of beginning; 
AND EXCEPT for that real estate 
described as:  Beginning on the 
Northwest Corner of Lot No. 6 
of James Findley’s Subdivision 
of Out Lot 3 and part of Out Lot 
4 in the City of Paris, IL; thence 
North 190 feet to the North line 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, 
IL; thence East on said North line 
for a distance of 70 feet; thence 
South for a distance of 190 feet to 
the Northeast Corner of Lot No. 6 
in James Findley’s Subdivision of 
Out Lot 3 and part of Out Lot 4 in 
the City of Paris, IL; thence West 
70 feet to the place of beginning, 
all in the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, 
Township 14 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd P.M.; ALSO EXCEPT 
beginning at the Northeast 
Corner of Lot 5 of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and a part 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, IL; 
thence North 190 feet to the North 
line of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, 
IL; thence West along the North 
line of Out Lot 4 for a distance of 
70 feet; thence South for a dis-
tance of 190 feet to the Northwest 
Corner of Lot 5 of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and a 
part of Out Lot 4; thence East 70 
feet to the place of beginning, all 
in the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, 
Township 14 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd P.M.; Edgar County, IL; 
including an easement of access 
10 feet in width along and parallel 
with the North line of James 
Findley’s Subdivision of Out Lot 3 
and a part of Out Lot 4 in the City 
of Paris, IL, as shown by plat of 
said Subdivision of record at Plat 
Book 4, Page 89 of the Records 
of Edgar County, IL, and thence 
South parallel with the West line of 
said Subdivision to Blackburn St., 
Paris, IL in Edgar County.

Property Index Number 09-13-36-
406-013 and 09-13-36-407-006

 On June 4, 2020 at 
2:00 p.m. the Petitioner intends 
to make application for an order 
on the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on October 26, 2017 for general 
taxes of the year 2016.  The period 
of redemption will expire June 1, 
2020.   
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(14)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; FARMERS 
HOME ADMINISTRATION; 
HERSHEL R. KESSLER; MARY L. 
KESSLER; OCCUPANT; USDA;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lot No. 63 in Westview Second 
Addition to the City of Paris, as 
shown by Plat of said Addition 
recorded March 3, 1977, in Plat 
Book 4, Page 184 of the Records 
of Edgar County, Illinois; situated 
in Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-405-024

 On June 4, 2020 at 
2:00 p.m. the Petitioner intends 
to make application for an order 
on the petition that a Tax Deed be 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN. Downsizing! (Part 2)

Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 
Auction Begins To Close Monday, Feb. 10th at 4pm IL Time

Pickup Date: Wed. Feb. 12th, 1pm-4pm IL Time
Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

BROWSE AND BID NOW!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Bidding Opens: Wed. Feb. 12th

Bidding Begins To Close: Wed. Feb. 26th @ 4pm IL Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!

Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!”
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issued. The real estate was sold 
on October 26, 2017 for general 
taxes of the year 2016.  The period 
of redemption will expire June 1, 
2020.
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(15)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALLENCIA 
BAPP; NICHOLAS A. WILLIAMS; 
IVAN L.B. WILLIAMS; ZACHARY 
I. WILLIAMS; GEORGENA 
WILLIAMS; OCCUPANT; KANDICE 
BAPP; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
DEVISEES OF GEORGENA 
WILLIAMS;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lot No. 11 and the East 50 feet of 
even width of Lot No. 12 in Jacob 
H. Taflinger’s First Addition to the 
City of Paris.  In Edgar County, 
Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-477-005

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.

   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

ON OR AFTER MARCH 1, 2020: 
Items held in the name of Danny 
and Martha Gosnell, last known 
address 609 Arthur Street, 
Paris, IL 61944, will be sold and/
or disposed of in accordance 
with Illinois Storage Lien Act 770 
ILCS-45.

Paris Transport, Inc Storage
Paris, IL 61944
217-466-8175

Combined Notice
Final Notice of Finding of No 

Significant Impact and 
Notice of Decision Regarding 

Project to be Located in a 
Wetland and

Notice of Intent to Request 
Release of Funds
February 8, 2020

City of Paris
206 South Central

Paris, Illinois  61944

(217) 465-7601
 
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, 
GROUPS AND PERSONS:

FINAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
REGARDING PROJECT TO BE 
LOCATED IN A WETLAND

As required by Executive Order 
11990, this is a notice of findings 
and public explanation for pro-
posed activity in a wetland.

The City of Paris proposes to use 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDDBG) funds for the 
following project:  The AGCO GSI 
Warehouse Expansion Economic 
Development Project that in-
cludes construction of a 150,000 
foot warehouse and purchase and 
installation of equipment.  The 
City would construct roadway 
improvements approximately 700 
feet west of Stratton Drive, then 
approximately 900 feet north 
from a new entrance on IL 133 
and then east to meet the existing 
roadway at the northern boundary 
of the current GSI property.  In 
addition to the roadway construc-
tion, the City of Paris will extend 
water main, construct sanitary 
sewer force main and storm sewer 
improvements in support of the 
economic development project.   

The City of Paris hereby states 
that this proposed project would 
occur within an identified wetland.  
However, the City of Paris has 
reached a decision that this is in 
the only practicable alternative 
for this proposed project.

This decision is based on an evalu-
ation of the following alternatives:

Alternative 1—Relocate the 
roadway—This alternative would 
require construction to the east of 
the proposed location and would 
negatively impact the turning 
radius for incoming and outgoing 
trailer-tractors and would make 
an alignment with the IL 133 
access point on the south side of 
the road very difficult.
Alternative 2—No build 

alternative—The City could refuse 
to relocate the roadway.  The 
result would be no AGCO GSI 
expansion, no job creation and 
the possibility of a reduction in the 
existing manufacturing operation.
Alternative 3—Locate the project 
as proposed and build over river-
ine wetland and utilize a culvert.  
Storm water will be managed as a 
part of the engineering design for 
the entire 27 acre site.

The City of Paris will take an active 
role in monitoring the construc-
tion process to ensure that no 
unnecessary impacts occur nor 
unnecessary risks are taken.  The 
City has additional information on 
this project that can be reviewed 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the office of the City’s 
Consulting Engineering Firm, 
Francis Associates, 330 North 
Central, Paris Illinois 61944.  
Interested persons may also call 
Bob Colvin at 217-465-5306 for 
additional information about the 
proposed project.  Written com-
ments on this proposed project 
are invited and must be received 
by the City Administrator, City 
Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Illinois  61944.  All comments 
received by February 23, 2020 will 
be considered by the City of Paris 
prior to authorizing submission of 
a request for release of funds.  
Notice of Finding of No Significant 

Impact and
Notice of Intent to Request 

Release of Funds
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Paris, 
Illinois 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 

FUNDS

On or about February 24, 
2020 the City of Paris will 
submit a request to the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
for the release of funds under 
Community Development Block 
Grant Funds under Section 
104(h) of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 
1974, as amended to undertake 
an economic development  
project known as the AGCO 
GSI Warehouse Expansion 
Project. The project includes the 
Company’s construction of a 
150,000 square foot warehouse 
and the proposed acquisition of 
a 27-acre site to the immediate 
west of Stratton Drive and the 
existing manufacturing facility.  
The expansion is dependent on 

the approval of funding requests 
for necessary infrastructure 
improvements. The infrastructure 
improvements necessary for the 
project include the relocation of 
Stratton Drive approximately 700 
feet to the west; and then the 
construction of approximately 
900 feet of roadway north from a 
new entrance on IL 133 and then 
600 feet east to meet the existing 
roadway at the northern boundary 
of the current AGCO GSI prop-
erty.  The project also requires 
construction of approximately 
2,000 feet of 12-inch water main, 
construction of approximately 
1,200 feet of 4-inch sanitary 
sewer force main and storm sewer 
improvements.  Estimated CDBG 
funding for the roadway improve-
ments is $528,132.  The Company 
investment for the expansion is 
estimated at $8.6 million.  The 
project will create 50 full-time 
permanent jobs.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT

The City of Paris has determined 
that the project will have no 
significant impact on the human 
environment.  Therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is 
not required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file at Paris City Hall, 
206 South Central, Paris, Illinois 
and may be examined or copied 
weekdays 8:30 A.M to 4:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency 
may submit written comments on 
the ERR to the City Administrator, 
City Hall, 206 South Central, 
Paris, Il 61944.    All comments 
received by February 23, 2020 will 
be considered by the City of Paris 
prior to authorizing submission 
of a request for release of funds.  
Comments should specify which 
Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CERTIFICATION

The City of Paris certifies to 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity that Craig Smith 
in his capacity as Mayor, City of 
Paris, consents to accept the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Courts 
if an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  The Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity’s approval 

of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities and 
allows the City of Paris to use 
Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS

The Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity will accept objections 
to its release of funds and the 
City of Paris’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days following 
the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only if they are 
on one of the following bases: (a) 
the certification was not executed 
by the Certifying Officer of the City 
of Paris; (b) the City of Paris has 
omitted a step or failed to make 
a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 
58; (c) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity or (d) 
another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that 
the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental 
quality.  Objections must be 
prepared and submitted in accor-
dance with the required proce-
dures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) 
and shall be addressed to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity at 
500 East Monroe, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701 at    Potential ob-
jectors should contact the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity to verify 
the actual last day of the objection 
period.

Craig Smith
Mayor, City of Paris, Illinois

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 
FILED FEB 06, 2020 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
H. K., a Minor       2017-JA-2
A. J., a Minor     2017-JA-4
J. K., a Minor    2017-JA-5

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
 
To: Kacie Krabel, Respondent 

Mother, believed to be Deceased; 
Stephen Jones, Respondent 
Father, 204 Mack Street, 
Georgetown, IL 61846 Any or All 
Unknown Fathers. 

Take notice that on the 1st day of 
May, 2017, Petitions for Neglect 
were filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act by the Edgar County 
State’s Attorney, in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois entitled: In the Interest 
of H.K., 17-JA-2, In the Interest of 
A.J., 17-JA-4, and In the Interest 
of J.K., 17-JA-5. Further, Petitions 
for Termination of Parental Rights 
were filed in the same matters 
on the 24th day of Scptember, 
2019 and that in the courtroom 
of Judge Matthew Sullivan, 
Courtroom #1, Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street 
Paris, Illinois, on the 25th day of 
February, 2020, at the hour of 1:30 
pm, or as soon thereafter as this 
case may be heard, a hearing on 
the Petitions for Termination of 
Parental Rights will be held. 

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition in 
this action or otherwise file your 
appearance herein in the hearing 
on said date and at said hour and 
show cause against the Petition, 
the allegations of the Petition may 
stand admitted against you and 
an Order or Judgment by Default 
may be entered against you for 
the relief asked in the Petition.

You must also know that upon ser-
vice of this Notice by Publication, 
you will not be entitled to further 
written or publication notice of 
proceedings in this case, except 
as required by Supreme Court 
Rule 11, which provides that notice 
is to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a party 
or to a party’s address of record 
with the court, when he is not 
represented by an attorney. 

Dated this 6th day of February, 
2020. 
Angela R. Barrett 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216
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HAVE YOUR SAY

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker took questions 
on elections, the possibility 
of Illinois moving up in the 
presidential primaries pecking 
order and the Freedom of In-
formation Act on Wednesday 
during an unrelated news con-
ference. 

ELECTION SECURITY
In the wake of election is-

sues in the first-in-the-nation 
Iowa caucuses and several re-
ported issues with automatic 
voter registration and other 
election matters, Pritzker was 
asked about his confidence 
in Illinois’ elections come the 
March 17 primaries.  

In recent weeks, Capitol 
News Illinois has reported 
on self-identified non-citi-
zens being registered to vote, 
incorrect removal of former 
inmates from the voter rolls, 
and a policy reversal from the 
secretary of state regarding the 
transmission of registration 
information to 16-year-olds. 

“Everything that you're 
reporting on, of course, has 

been looked at, revealed, is 
being addressed by the Board 
of Elections, or the secre-
tary of state's office, or the 
various agencies that may 
be involved,” Pritzker said. 
“… From the moment that 
I came into office, I focused 
on making sure we're keeping 
the integrity of our elections, 
the security of our elections, 
which I think was brought 
into question in 2016, and 
we're doing everything that 
we can to secure that. As 
you've seen at the edges here, 
there have been some chal-
lenges, glitches, and those are 
being addressed.” 

On automatic voter reg-
istration, Pritzker said state 
agencies are “making sure that 
it's being done in an appropri-
ate fashion, making sure all 
the rules are being followed.” 

“I don't think the public 
would want it done any other 
way,” he said. “And so there's 
just a very careful process go-
ing on. And of course, as each 
of these things have been re-
vealed, where there may have 
been a challenge, right, that 
each of those agencies is look-

ing to make sure that that's not 
affecting them, or if it is, that 
they're addressing it.” 

EARLY PRIMARY
Earlier this week, Pritzker 

indicated he would like to 
see Illinois as the home of 
the first-in-the-nation Dem-
ocratic primary elections in 
the future. On Wednesday, 
reporters asked if it would 
be wise to move the state up 
considering recent flaws in 
the state’s automatic voter 
registration system.

“Well, we've been running 
elections for an awful long 
time, and I want to be clear 
with everybody. This state 
is a diverse state in so many 
ways, in ways that Iowa, New 
Hampshire are not,” Pritzker 
said. 

He said the state is more 
representative of the nation 
in the “rural, suburban, urban 
environments,” and in the 
“technology industry and the 
farming industry, the agricul-
ture industry.”  

“We represent every as-
pect of the United States in 
Illinois, and I think it is ap-

propriate for us to put our-
selves forward as the first 
in the nation,” he added. “If 
you can win in a state like Il-
linois, with so many different 
regions, so many different 
types of people from all over 
the state. If you can win in 
a state like this, then you're 
worthy of being the nominee 
of your party.” 

Pritzker was also asked 
about the potential of Illinois’ 
weather hindering an early 
primary. 

“First of all, Illinoisans are 
tough. Illinoisans come out to 
vote in any weather,” he said, 
noting that politicians collect 
signatures to be on the bal-
lot in nasty weather, and that 
even March can produce bad 
weather. 

He also touted Illinois’ 
primary process over caucus 
systems used in Iowa which 
he called “much more difficult 
for people to access.”

“If you are a busy working 
person with a family, to show 
up on a Monday evening at 7 
p.m. to, you know, stand there 
for perhaps a couple hours in a 
caucus process, that's limiting. 

Many people just choose not 
to do it because they can't af-
ford to do it,” he said. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
A search warrant was re-

cently served on the State-
house offices of House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, 
prompting questions from the 
press corps on whether the 
state should rethink its FOIA 
law which allows for exemp-
tions for the General Assem-
bly. 

“I think that's something 
worthy of being looked into. I 
haven't, I have not personally 
thought about the differences 
and why there should be a dif-
ference between the Legisla-
ture and the executive branch 
with regard to the revelation 
of internal documents,” Pritz-
ker said. “You know, the leg-
islators themselves operate 
differently. Each individual 
legislator operates different-
ly than agencies in terms of 
record-keeping. … It's done 
very differently in the Legis-
lature. So I would say you're 
raising something that prob-
ably ought to be looked into.”

Pritzker on security, primary, FOIA

CARR PROVES HIS STRENGTH INSIDE AND OUT

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Jan. 14, 2020, photo, Michael Carr of Bloomingdale, who was diagnosed with a brain tumor at age 7 and underwent 
surgery, chemotherapy, radiation and other treatment before he could ring the End of Chemo bell as a healthy kid, poses. 
Now, his tumor is back and the 11-year-old boy is determined to climb 1,643 steps as part of Aon’s Step Up for Kids fundraiser 
to support families at Lurie Children’s Hospital. He often takes off his shirt and flexes for both family and friends and staff at 
the hospital because shirts would bother the port on his upper chest.

BY BURT CONSTABLE
Daily Herald

BLOOMINGDALE, Ill. (AP) — 
Comfortable in his skin, 11-year-old Mi-
chael Carr of Bloomingdale sometimes 
peels off his shirt when he makes his 
rounds.

"I'm known for it there," Michael says 
of the shirtless look he's perfected during 
his more than four years as a cancer pa-
tient at Lurie Children's Hospital in Chi-
cago. "I'm the mayor of the 18th floor. I 
like to play with kids, make them laugh 
and help them, even if they have tubes 
and everything."

Michael helps raise the spirits of 
adults, too.

"Michael Carr is an exceptional young 
man. I like to call him the mayor of Lurie 
Children's," says Dr. Stewart Goldman, 
the division head of hematology, on-
cology, neuro-oncology and stem cell 
transplantation at the hospital, who says 
he finds "absolute joy" in treating pa-
tients such as Michael who still want to 
be kids. "He'll come up and rub my belly 
and ask if I have twins in there, which I 
love. He's an inspiration. You can't help 
but be happy when you spend time with 
Michael Carr."

With his shirt off, Michael can show 
off the faint scar near the center of his 
chest where doctors inserted a port for 
his chemotherapy. Three years ago this 
month, Michael got to make the trium-
phant walk in front of family, friends and 
his medical team to ring the End of Che-
mo bell and celebrate. That summer his 
family hosted a Done With Chemo par-
ty in the family's backyard with bounce 
houses and waterslides.

Michael's cancer returned in October 
2017, and Michael has been enduring 
a new trial of oral chemotherapy ever 
since.

His parents, Gia and Michael, recall 
how Michael got sick as a first-grad-
er at Erickson Elementary School in 
Bloomingdale.

"I threw up every morning," the 
boy says. "Then there was the day they 
picked me up at school and took me to 
the hospital and I got an IV."

On Oct. 20, 2015, Michael was diag-
nosed with medulloblastoma, a type of 
brain tumor that starts at the base of the 
skull and affects between 250 and 500 
kids a year. Three days later, two days 
before his 7th birthday, he had his first 
brain surgery at Lurie Children's Hospi-
tal to remove the tumor. Then came 30 
days of radiation at the Northwestern 
Medicine Proton Center in Warrenville.

"That's where I got the stickers," Mi-
chael says proudly, rushing off to his 
Chicago Blackhawks-themed bedroom 
to grab the laminated sheet of stickers 
awarded him after treatments. "I en-
joyed that. They always kept me asleep 
for it."

While Michael, and his parents, ac-
knowledge the stages of fighting cancer 
are not pleasant, Michael has found a 
way to make the best of it.

"At first, getting my port in hurt. Next 
thing you know, I got used to it," Michael 
says. "I really enjoy the hospital, the doc-
tors and nurses. I have ice cream, Coke 
and Goldfish, and sometimes Oreos."

He loves being the big brother to 
Frankie, 9, and 7-year-old Joey.

His smile knows no boundaries.
"He does make it easy," his mom says.
"He handles everything just like this," 

says his dad, who owns GMC Realty.
All the pokes, probes and potions 

don't seem to bother him.
"Sometimes," Michael says, lowering 

his voice as if he's telling a secret, "just to 
be dramatic, I fake it."

He even finds a silver lining in that 
first chemo session that made all his 
brown hair fall out.

"I didn't even have to get haircuts," Mi-
chael gushes.

The cancer returned in the form of a 
tumor on the left side of his head, requir-
ing a second surgery where part of the 
tumor was too difficult to remove from 
his brain. He had a third surgery after he 
had a seizure, stared off into space and 
starting drooling while at a local restau-
rant with his dad.

"That was kind of weird," Michael 
says of the seizure. "I felt like I needed to 
throw up and then I couldn't remember 

anything. I just woke up in the hospital."
With a slight eye roll, Michael nods in 

his dad's direction. "To him, it was scary," 
Michael concedes.

"I was talking to you and you just start-
ed drifting away," his dad recalls.

"It was terrifying," his mom says.
While the cancer's return was devas-

tating news, the fifth-grader now is part 
of a new and novel trial where he takes 
a combination of oral chemo drugs to 
keep his cancer from getting worse.

"Given all that's happened to him, he's 
doing remarkably well," says Goldman, 
who notes that Lurie Children's is one of 
11 top hospitals nationwide that make 
up the Pediatric Brain Tumor Consor-
tium, which is dedicated to curing ill-
nesses in children such as Michael.

Patient’s going shirtless brings smiles

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Jan. 14, 2020, photo, Michael 
Carr, 11, of Bloomingdale, speaks 
excitedly about his time at Lurie 
Children’s Hospital, saying he’s “the 
mayor of the 18th floor.” Carr, who was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor at age 7 
and underwent surgery, chemotherapy, 
radiation and other treatment before 
he could ring the End of Chemo bell as 
a healthy kid. Now, his tumor is back 
and the 11-year-old boy is determined 
to climb 1,643 steps as part of Aon’s 
Step Up for Kids fundraiser to support 
families at Lurie Children’s Hospital. He 
often takes off his shirt and flexes for 
both family and friends and staff at the 
hospital because shirts would bother 
the port on his upper chest. 

BY GABRIEL NEELY-STREIT
The Southern Illinoisan

CAMPBELL HILL. 
(AP) — "Trico, do you have 
the worksheet?"

Their microphone mut-
ed, students Shealee Swish-
er and Jasmine Serr silently 
raise a thumbs-up to the 
webcam before them.

The instructor on the 
big-screen monitor, broad-
casting from John A. Logan 
Community College, 35 
miles away, nods and begins 
her Spanish 102 lesson, di-
agramming sentences with 
action verbs and direct ob-
ject pronouns.

Southern Illinois coali-
tion works to sell youth on 
careers in teaching

This "virtual classroom" 
can be a challenging place 
to learn a foreign language, 
Swisher and Serr agreed.

They get few opportu-
nities to practice speaking 
directly with the teacher 
and have only each other for 
help with worksheets. An-
nouncements blare over the 
school intercom, drowning 
out the lesson, and brief in-
ternet glitches are a frequent 
frustration.

But the class is well worth 
their time, the young wom-
en agree.

"I really like that we have 
this opportunity," said Serr, 
a senior. "I'd always want-
ed to take foreign language 
classes but we didn't have 
them, so it was like: 'I guess 
I'll have to wait 'til college. 
Now I don't have to wait'"

For years, Trico, a small 
school in rural northern 
Jackson County, has strug-
gled to find a qualified Span-
ish teacher, said Principal 
Mark Riley.

It's a challenge faced at 
high schools throughout 
downstate Illinois, where 
unfilled bilingual and for-
eign language teaching jobs 
make up a significant por-
tion of the mounting teach-
er shortage.

This year, for the first 
time, John A. Logan Col-
lege is providing Spanish via 
video conference to three 
local high schools without 
instructors of their own: 
Trico, Elverado and Crab 
Orchard.

With a $50,000 grant 
from the Illinois Commu-
nity College Board, the col-
lege has provided a webcam 
and big-screen monitor to 
each of the schools, plus an-
other set for the teacher, in 
a classroom on the college's 
Carterville campus.

The instructor teaches 
students from all three high 
schools simultaneously, 
plus a room full of her own 
community college stu-
dents, every morning from 
8 to 8:50 a.m.

As she moves through 
the lesson, she looks into 
the webcam frequently 
to check in with her high 
schoolers, making sure each 
classroom is keeping up.

Students can ask ques-
tions or request help 
through their school's feed 
at any time, though most-
ly they keep their micro-
phones silenced, to limit 
distracting noise.

For much of the class, the 
screen at Trico shows the 
instructor at another screen 
— a high tech whiteboard 
that she writes on with a 
stylus.

Serr and Swisher follow 
the lesson on their work-
sheets and check vocabu-
lary on their school laptops.

Neither appears distract-
ed by the technology hum-
ming all around them.

"I'm comfortable with it," 
Serr said. "Maybe it's just 
because of my age."

Virtual 
classroom 
boost 
education 
in rural 
schools

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
state is accepting applica-
tions for the first $50 mil-
lion in disbursements of a 
$420 million grant program 
aimed at increasing Internet 
access across the state. 

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced the release of 
funding Wednesday at Rid-
gely Elementary School in 
Springfield, noting that the 
rights to “health care and 
education and economic 
opportunity” are all “tied to 
digital connectivity” in the 
21st century. 

“I want to be clear 
though,” he said, “this isn't 
about a person's ability to 
go online and just look at 
their Facebook page. This is 
about a small business own-
er having the tools that she 
needs to reach new custom-
ers. This is about an elderly 
couple’s ability to get access 
to medical experts any-
where in the nation, even if 
they live in a rural commu-
nity. This is about giving 
children like the ones that 
are here today the ability to 
research their homework 
assignments online.” 

The program, known as 
Connect Illinois, is part of 
the $45 billion capital in-
frastructure plan that the 
General Assembly passed 
last year. 

Applications for the first 
$50 million can be submit-
ted through Friday, April 3. 
Applicants can receive up 
to $5 million per project 
as part of the first round of 
funding, but they must pro-
vide at least 50 percent of 
the project’s funding. 

Matt Schmit, head of the 
office of broadband within 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, said he ex-
pects applicants to include 
internet service providers, 
rural broadband coopera-
tives and possibly commu-
nities looking to invest in 
broadband. 

“We’ll have an inclusive 
process when it comes to 
applicants,” he said.  “The 
point is that you've got to 
have a strong track record of 
demonstrating that you can 
do this kind of work. And 
so we're going to be very 
diligent in making sure that 
any applicant that the state 
partners with is up to this 
work, and that we're making 
sound investments for the 
long haul.” 

State to 
release first 
broadband 
expansion 
funding
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